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must have a person dedicated to 
activities and amenities to position 
us to maintain the programs we 
have started and keep abreast with 
the interests and desires of new 
residents.

We will also continue working 
on some of the bigger projects you 
requested, like a dog park and an 
expanded program of educational 
programs, especially those focused 
on health and wellness.

How Will We Pay for This? 
Some of the costs of these 

activities and amenities will come 
from your annual assessments. 
However, we plan to get creative 
in funding these programs. We will 
create opportunities for residents 
who are interested in a program to 
help fund its creation. We will seek 
partnerships with local corporations 
and funding sources. There may be 
additional fees to take advantage 
of certain programs or perhaps 
there could be an activities fee that 
covers the cost of participating in a 
group of programs. This is an area 
in which we would love the help of 
those of you who have fundraising 
or non-profit experience. Please get 
in touch with me if you can help.

What is the Capital 
Contribution?

This is one of the programs 
we implemented to raise funds for 
improvements without assessing 
residents. It is a $250 fee charged 
to buyers of properties in The 
Meadows, which is collected at 
settlement. It is not charged to 
existing residents and requires no 
action on the part of sellers. As 
realtors prepare for a settlement on 
a property in The Meadows, they 
routinely contact the MCA to obtain 
paperwork and information. At that 
time, they will be notified to collect 
the Capital Contribution at the 
settlement table. Sellers have for 
years paid a similar fee, called an 
Estoppel Fee, at closing.

activities that many of you were 
willing to become involved in the 
organization and management of 
these activities. Thanks to those 
of you who volunteered to help, 
we were able to start many of the 
programs you wanted. We are also 
working on several of the more 
challenging requests you made.

What is Next? 
So much has happened so 

quickly that we now need to 
develop a process and structure to 
manage the activities effectively. 
To date, existing MCA staff, MCA 
Board Vice President Marilyn 
Maleckas, and a committee 
of volunteers have put all the 

programs together. They have 
done an outstanding job, but they 
are stretched to the max. We are 
now planning to hire a Lifestyle 
Coordinator to oversee all of 
our activities and programs and 
to work with the country club, 
Aviva and Tarpon Point and 
our other corporate partners to 
develop a program that brings our 
residents the maximum benefit 
of all the facilities The Meadows 
has to offer. The new housing 
developments all have Lifestyle 
Coordinators, and we feel that we 

Renaissance is All Around
There is new life everywhere 

you turn in The Meadows. I hear 
it again and again from residents 
returning from their summer 
homes. “The Meadows looks 
wonderful. It is such a pleasure to 
get back here.” 

It is a joy to see how many 
residents are upgrading their 
houses and their gardens. 
The condo associations are 
also investing heavily in their 
properties. The whole place has 
a fresh, polished look that belies 
the age of The Meadows. The 
only giveaway of our status as 
40-something is the wonderful 
mature plantings that grace our 
property. We truly have had some 
work done and it looks great!

By April you should see work 
begin on the new 17th Street 
entrance. That will signal the 
beginning of the project to beautify 
Longmeadow.

But Renaissance is more 
than physical change. It is also 
a mindset change, and that is 
happening in The Meadows in a 
big way. The community has new 
life. So many new activities, clubs 
and events have come into being 
in the last few years that it is hard 
to keep track of what is going on 
when. That’s why we are devoting 
most of this edition to explaining 
all the activities and amenities 
available to residents and letting 
you know how you can become a 
part of those that interest you.

How Did All This Activity Get 
Started? 

It all started with the resident 
survey we did several years ago 
as part of the strategic planning 
process. If you remember, we 
asked if you wanted more activities 
and if so, what activities you 
wanted. Your response was clear. 
You wanted more activities of 
all types. We also found when 
we began exploring creating new 
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How Wet Was It?
It was so wet that...many of 

the stormwater ponds throughout 
The Meadows reached their brim 
as they received a remarkable 
5"-7" of rainfall in a very short 
period of time. In some areas the 
ponds were so high that water 
flowed onto the golf course and 
on occasion into the streets. With 
rains such as these, the ground 
becomes saturated and as heavy 
rain continues to fall and no longer 
can be absorbed into the ground, 
excess water flows into the storm 
drains, ditches, swales and ponds. 
This past storm allowed us to 
assess how our drainage system 
was functioning and to quote John 
Spillane, Emergency Preparedness 
Chairman, “Our storm drains 
have handled the excess runoff 
beautifully. I have not seen any 
problems. Very encouraging to 
know our storm drainage system is 
working great.”

The MCA master drainage 
system contains more than 85 
lakes, numerous ditches and swales. 
Stormwater runoff is transported 
by curbs, inlets/storm drains, and 
pipes into our lakes and ponds. 
The majority of these ponds are 
interconnected by pipes/culverts, 
swales and ditches. This system was 
designed by civil engineers who 
analyzed the The Meadows existing 
conditions and natural systems. 
They took into consideration 
the amount of pervious and 
impervious surfaces based on the 
maximum buildout of the overall 
community project, they sized 
pipes and connected stormwater 
retention ponds accordingly 
throughout the community to 
reduce potential flooding hazards. 
They designed and directed the 
waterflow to enter the stormwater 
ponds and drain through pipes and 
outflow structures that allow water 
to ultimately flow into Phillipi 
Creek and Roberts Bay. This system 
that has been in place for almost 40 
years still operates according to the 
engineer’s master design.

The storm event that passed 
through our area on December 
19-21 brought with it, high winds 
and torrential downpours that 
not only filled our ponds but also 
caused debris and limbs to fall. 
Understandably, as the ponds 
continued to fill, I received calls 
from residents expressing their 
concerns about flooding and asking 
what could be done. At the time of 
a storm there is nothing that can be 
done, but prior to storms and rainy 
season there are plenty of things to 
be done.

What’s Happening?
Frances Rippcondi—MCA Manager

So, What Does the MCA Do?
The MCA inspects the drainage 

system periodically throughout 
the year to ensure swales and inlets 
are not overgrown with vegetation 
that blocks water from flowing. We 
notify the county if their drainage 
ditch is blocked by debris, fallen 
trees or limbs. If needed, we 

excavate sediment buildup caused 
by erosion, which prevents proper 
drainage. 

As you are aware, we have been 
heavily promoting the importance 
of a low-maintenance zone around 
our common area ponds to 
stabilize the lake bank and to slow 
erosion. Ongoing erosion enables 

water to move quickly over land, 
which carries additional pollutants, 
nutrients and chemicals into our 
ponds, which contribute to algae 
blooms. A 2'–3' low-maintenance 
zone edge aligning the pond 
maintained at a 10"–12" height is 
the easiest and most cost-effective 
way to maintain our drainage, 
improve our water quality and 
provide habitat. 

So, What Can You Do?
First and foremost, if your 

association borders on a pond, 
encourage your community to 
participate by creating a low-
maintenance edge. If you live in 
a single-family home, adopt the 
same guidelines. Secondly, remove 
and dispose of all yard debris 
properly before and after storms. 
By collecting your fallen debris and 
disposing of it properly, you will 
help ensure that our street inlets 
and drainage system remain clear 
and continue to work properly. 
Never blow grass clippings into our 
streets and inlets. Grass clippings, 
leaves and other lawn debris can 
clog storm drains and increase the 
lakes’ nutrients, adding to the risk 
of algae blooms.

Everyone can do their part 
to keep The Meadows lakes 
and infrastructure functioning 
properly. We appreciate everyone’s 
participation in continuing to make 
The Meadows the best place to live. 

Photo credits: Frances Rippcondi
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According to Highland Park 
President Deirdre Hitch this 
beautiful little community of 
20 villas has been considering 
replacing their driveways and 
entrance courtyards with pavers 
for some time, but they couldn’t 
get residents interested in 
supporting the effort until a small 
team of folks did some serious 
investigation on the subject. They 
researched paver costs, types of 
material options available and 
got bids from several vendors. 
According to Lloyd Lininger who 
worked on the project, getting 
comparable bids from several 
contractors was the hard part. 
He says it is imperative that you 
provide bidders with specific 
direction on your requirements or 
you get bids you can’t compare to 
each other. Once they got the specs 
down, all the bids were relatively 
close in price. They then presented 
residents with a proposal.

Each resident was assessed 
$5,000 for pavers in the driveway 
and the walkway into the unit. 

The Renaissance Continues
Highland Park joins the move to pavers

Claire Coyle—MCA Board President

If the resident wanted additional 
pavers in the courtyard area or the 
lanai entrance that was available at 
an additional cost. Samples were 
gathered and laid out for residents 
to view. With all the facts in hand, 
the more than three-fourths of 
the residents voted in favor of the 
paver project. 

They signed a contract in 
August with Ron Webber Paving 
Company, who has done pavers 
for several other associations in 
The Meadows as well as for many 
homeowners, but the work didn’t 
begin until December. 

This story is a perfect 
illustration of what we have seen 
over and over when it comes to 
beautification projects. It takes 
a small team of folks dedicated 
to a project to make it happen. 
Some of the players may be board 
members, but the board can’t do 
it alone. Congratulations to all of 
the Highland Park residents on 
upgrades to their property. Thanks 
for keeping the Renaissance of The 
Meadows moving forward.

Pictured: Deirdre Hitch Photo credit: Barney Sack
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Standards
The Standards Committee looks  

forward to a great 2019
Bob Clark—Chair 

to keep pace. Look around and 
ask yourself, “What can I do to 
make things look better around 
here?” If you can answer “nothing” 
to that question, then you are a 
real contributor to keeping our 
community a wonderful place for 
all who live here.

The Standards Committee has 
been given the task of working 
within the deed restrictions in 
The Meadows to assure that 
all residents live up to the 
commitment they made when they 
moved here. It is not an easy job 
and the members of the committee 
should be congratulated for the 
hard work they put in every 
month. It is the ultimate goal of the 
committee to some day come to 
a meeting and announce that they 
have not found a single property 
in The Meadows that needs 
improvement. We are not there yet 
but we’ll keep working on it.

One of our strengths in The 
Meadows is the great diversity 
of housing available for purchase 
here. There is not a better looking, 
similarly situated community in 
all of Sarasota and it is our goal 
to keep it that way. Thank you for 
what you have done and what you 
will do in the coming year. Let’s 
really make it a Happy New Year!

HAPPY NEW YEAR
I know what you are thinking; 

it’s a little late to be wishing 
everyone a Happy New Year. 
Well, due to the deadline for The 
Meadoword, the article in the 
January issue was written in early 
December so this is my first article 
in 2019. So, Happy New Year!

That out of the way, thanks to 
you 2018 was a very good year for 
improvement in The Meadows. 
This year could prove to be even 
better as the MCA takes the 
initial steps in the Renaissance 
revitalization that was presented in 
several issues of The Meadoword 
last year.

This is not to imply that things 
do not already look good around 
The Meadows as the staff of the 
MCA has done a fantastic job of 
making our community a premier 
place to live. Many individual 
homeowners and HOAs did their 
part last year to keep pace with 
the fine example set by the MCA 
staff. Every week we approved 
architectural applications for new 
pavers, driveways, roofs, windows, 
doors and many other upgrades too 
numerous to mention. 

As our common areas evolve 
into something special, we should 
continue our own individual efforts 

Architectural Review
Approved Applications for December

4418 Whisperwood
4506 Whisperwood
3314 Highlands Bridge Rd
4783 Ringwood Meadow
Sandleheath Condo Assn
3807 Fishing Trail
Chanteclaire Condo Assn
4521 Highland Oaks Cir
4862 Greencroft
4371 Highland Oaks Cir
3744 Surrey Ln
Longwater Chase Condo Assn
2341 Arborfield Ln
2341 Arborfield Ln

4928 Rutland Gate
Pipers Waite Condo Assn
5444 Champagne
3744 Surrey Ln
5649 Sheffield Greene
5271 Everwood Run
4228 Highlands Bridge Rd
2817 Springlake Ct
2803 Springlake Ct
3015 Rosemead
3020 Rosemead
Sandleheath Condo Assn
Briarfield Condo Assn
Chanteclaire Condo Assn

2019 Deadlines for The Meadoword
2019 
Issue

New Ads CR Ads, 
Articles & 

Submissions

Contracts &  
Payments

MCA  
Columns

Classifieds

MAR Mon., Feb 4 Mon., Feb 4 Mon., Feb 4 Mon., Feb 4 Mon., Feb 4
APR Mon., Mar 4 Mon., Mar 4 Mon., Mar 4 Mon., Mar 4 Mon., Mar 4
MAY Mon., Apr 1 Mon., Apr 1 Mon., Apr 1 Mon., Apr 1 Mon., Apr 1
JUL Mon., Jun 3 Mon., Jun 3 Mon., Jun 3 Mon., Jun 3 Mon., Jun 3
SEP Mon., Aug 5 Mon., Aug 5 Mon., Aug 5 Mon., Aug 5 Mon., Aug 5
OCT Mon., Sep 2 Mon., Sep 2 Mon., Sep 2 Mon., Sep 2 Mon., Sep 2
NOV Mon., Oct 7 Mon., Oct 7 Mon., Oct 7 Mon., Oct 7 Mon., Oct 7
DEC Mon., Nov 4 Mon., Nov 4 Mon., Nov 4 Mon., Nov 4 Mon., Nov 4

Advertising deadlines are modified to accommodate holidays and extenuating 
circumstances that affect publication production. Email the MCA Marketing Department 
with any questions regarding The Meadoword at ads@meadowsca.com. 

Blood Drive
Feb 14 • 9 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
MCA Parking Lot 

Be Our 
Hero...
DONORS 
NEEDED!

Don’t Forget…
Remaining BINGO dates are:

March 5, 2019
April 2, 2019

April 16, 2019
Hope to see you there!

Homeowner name _______________________  Local phone ___________________

MEADOWS address ______________________  Cell phone _____________________

________________________________________  Other phone ___________________

________________________________________  Email _________________________

PRIMARY MAILING ADDRESS (Information effective until you  notify the MCA of 
changes) 

Primary January mailing address is my MEADOWS address 
Primary January mailing address IS NOT my Meadows address 
(If NOT, please indicate your primary January mailing address below)

ADDRESS _______________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________  

Signature________________________________  

Date: _______________________________ MCA Initials ___________________

Periodically, we need your current mailing address 
and contact information to be sure our records are 
correct. It is especially important for us to have 
your current email in order to keep you updated 
on a timely basis through Constant Contact. 

Please complete this form with your current mail-
ing information and return it to the MCA. 

NOTE: You do not need to complete the form  
if there is no change from your previously submitted 
form. This address information will remain in effect 
until you  notify the MCA in writing of changes. 

ATTENTION RESIDENTS! 
We Need Your Current  Mailing 

Address Information

Please return to the MCA
2004 Longmeadow
Sarasota, FL 34235
941-377-2300
mcaaccounting@meadowsca.com
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Safety
Let’s stay safe all season

John Spillane—Chair

NEXT MEETING of the

Safety Committee
February 4, 2 p.m., MCA

All residents encouraged to attend

G4S Safety Patrol 809-0084

During the month of December 
there were 64 reported incidents, 
21 more than the prior month. 
There were three incident-free 
days. There were 124 citations 
issued during the month for various 
violations such as illegally parked 
vehicles, garbage violations and 
open garage doors.

Notable Incidents
Vandalism: On Thursday, 
December 6, a resident of Willow 
Green reported that his vehicle had 
four tires punctured. Estimated 
damage was approximately 
$400.00. A report was made to the 
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office. 

Open Garage Doors Are an 
Open Invitation

One of the security issues that 
our Safety Patrol has to deal with 
on a daily basis is open garage 
doors. You might be surprised at 
how many residents forget to shut 
their garage door overnight. Last 
year, Safety Officers reported 418 
open garage doors between 11 p.m. 
and 5 a.m. Those residents left their 
homes wide open while they slept. 
Although we never had a report 
of a burglary while the residents 
were in their home sleeping, it does 
happen all around us in other parts 
of Sarasota and Bradenton. You 
read about it in the newspapers 
and see it on the evening news all 
the time. How frightening to even 
imagine. 

Help Close the Door on Crime
Most homeowners envision 

burglars breaking a window or 
forcing a door open to gain access 
into a home. Not so. Nearly half 
of all residential burglaries occur 

via access through an unlocked 
door or window. But the quickest 
and simplest means for most 
burglars to gain entry is often 
through an open garage door. 
Garage door security is critical. 
The FBI, Sarasota Sheriff’s 
Office, Sarasota Police data and 
Department of Justice statistics all 
tell us repeatedly, that thousands 
of homes are burglarized every 
year. Many of these burglaries had 
one thing in common: owners who 
left garage doors open. Police say 
open garages invite burglars who, 
once in, may take the opportunity 
to walk through another door into 
the home. And anything can happen 
once they are in your house. Don’t 
risk yourself or your family’s 
safety. The best advice is to always 
keep garage doors closed when 
not in use. How many of us have 
an interior door leading from the 
garage? Does it lock? A garage 
door left open overnight for the 
most part is just something that was 
forgotten before the resident went 
to bed. An easy fix if you think 
about it. When you are at home, 
just take a look to make sure the 
garage door is down and the front 
door locked.

Daytime Is No Exception
This past summer was one for 

the record books in parts of the 
southern United States. The heat 
and humidity we usually feel in the 
summer months seemed worse than 
ever before. That means we began 
cranking up the air conditioning 
earlier than usual. The hottest 
place in our homes is our garage. 
Stepping into a closed garage 
on a hot afternoon will have you 
breaking a sweat in no time. So, 
if we are going to spend any time 
in there on a project, we naturally 
open the garage door. If we have 
a side door or window, we’ll open 
that, too, for some cross ventilation. 
Just makes common sense, right? 
This is fine and well when the 
homeowner is in the vicinity. But 
when you are done in the garage, 
do you shut the doors and close 
the windows? Some owners think 
that by leaving the garage door 
open a foot or two, it will vent 
that hot garage nicely. But it’s not 
worth the risk. Some of these same 
owners might have to cancel their 
next tee time or buy new power 
tools because a fleet-footed thief 
sees an obvious invitation to steal 
golf clubs or expensive equipment. 
Thieves cruise neighborhoods all 

the time looking for easy marks. 
They can pull up to an unattended 
garage, grab what is sitting there 
and ride off. It just takes seconds. It 
doesn’t matter if you are home and 
having lunch. It can happen fast. 
Let’s all make an effort to close our 
garage doors completely when we 
are not immediately in the area and 
always at night.

Open Garage Door Notification 
Policy

In other Meadoword articles, I 
have written about the dangers and 
safety risks of open garage doors. 
These are usually just oversights on 
the part of the resident. The Safety 
Patrol encounters an average of 
40 garage doors that are left open 
overnight from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
during the course of any given 
month. Last year there were at 
least 418 opportunities too many 
for a would-be thief to see an open 
door and enter a resident’s garage 
in the middle of the night. In the 
past, the MCA’s policy had been 
for the Safety Officer to just leave 
a citation notice on the garage 
door of the home. The next day, 
the notice would let the resident 
know not to do it again, but the 

fact remains that their door was 
wide open overnight. Two years 
ago, the Safety Committee felt 
that this policy fell short of the 
prevention needed for resident 
safety in this day and age. After 
much consideration, the Safety 
Committee recommended a change 
of policy to the MCA Board of 
Directors, which was voted on 
and implemented at the September 
2016 board meeting. Now, when a 
uniformed Safety Officer sees an 
open garage door, he will phone the 
resident to alert them their garage 
door is open. This phone call will 
most probably occur late at night. 
The officer will explain the reason 
for the call and wait outside the 
residence in a marked security 
vehicle until the resident closes 
the open door. This is one reason 
it’s important for the MCA to have 
your current phone number on file. 
Call 941-377-2300 to update your 
contact information. There may be 
some residents who do not want 
a phone call from security for any 
reason after business hours. That’s 
fine. If a resident does not want to 
be notified, they can opt out of the 
policy by informing the MCA. 
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Schemes, Scams and Cons…
And how they try to take your money!

John Spillane—Safety Committee Chair

them. In some cases, the contract you 
buy might cover exactly the same 
period of time your manufacturer’s 
warranty does. Or they may just cover 
part of the product. Either way, you’re 
pouring money down the drain. Other 
times, you receive an official-looking 
warranty expiry/renewal notice in the 
mail, which is actually just sent out 
on spec to random consumers, when 
the issuer really has no idea when the 
product warranty they’re writing about 
finishes. Whoever sent it often adds 
to the buy-now pressure by including 
a list of the high costs of having to 
pay for repairs yourself. If you fall for 
this, again, you might be duplicating 
coverage you already have or, in a 
worst-case scenario, just handing over 
money for nothing to a scammer.

Vehicle Extended Warranty
If you get a call or letter saying 

that your new car warranty is 
about to expire and it offers you an 
“extended warranty,” use caution. 
Car warranty scams, which attempt to 
trick consumers into buying vehicle 
service contracts, continue to plague 
consumers despite government efforts 
to crack down on the caper. These 
dubious vehicle service contract 
providers often go out of business 
and leave their customers high and 
dry when repair bills need to be paid. 
And often there are small print get-
out clauses, which insist consumers 
making a claim first had to pay a 
deductible out of their own pockets. 
They were also required to produce 
every single receipt showing they 
had followed recommended service 
requirements before the policy would 
pay out.

What it boils down to is if you can 
cover the cost of repairs from your 
own wallet, you should never buy one 
of these contracts. If money is likely 
to be an issue, only consider buying 
coverage from the manufacturer, never 
from a third party.

I’d also like to add that you should 
never buy an extended warranty or 
service contract without first reading 
it, including the tedious small print, 
looking particularly for get-out clauses. 
And if you’re thinking about buying 
an official extended warranty on a new 
auto from the dealer, think twice. First, 
this may not be from the manufacturer 
but just another third-party warranty 
company. Check who the warranty 
is from. If it’s not the maker, ask the 
dealer if the manufacturer offers an 
extended warranty. Just as important, 
bear in mind that the reliability of 
new cars these days means that claims 
are rarely made on an extended auto 
warranty, which often cost a couple 
thousand dollars. It’s easy money for 
the seller but not for you.

condition. Repairs required because 
of normal wear and tear also may be 
excluded.

4. Never agree to a contract for 
any product or service without reading 
terms and conditions, no matter how 
long the company says you have to 
change your mind. If a salesperson 
pressures you to make a purchase right 
away, go elsewhere.

Alert of the Month
A new mystery shopper scam is 

making the rounds in the form of an 
email supposedly from major retailer 
Target. It invites you to go buy an 
item from the retailer and then write a 
review in return for a $400 gift card. 
The email spoofs a genuine Target 
internet address but the link for posting 
reviews actually takes recipients to a 
hijacked website where you are asked 
to provide personal details. Don’t even 
think of it. Why would Target give you 
$400 for writing a review? 

Don’t fall for it, just delete it!

Why That Warranty You Bought 
Might Be Worthless

Do you feel confused, bamboozled 
and even suspicious when anyone 
utters the word “warranty” to you? Or, 
when a letter or email arrives saying 
your warranty is about to expire? 
You are not alone. These letters or 
postcards for expired warranty or 
overdue vehicle inspection drive me 
crazy because they look like important 
warnings. But it’s pretty much a scam. 
Real warranties on the other hand, 
are supposed to protect you against 
faults with products you bought. But 
sometimes they’re like a license to 
print money for whoever’s offering 
them. For instance, did you know 
that, according to Consumer Reports 
Magazine, retailers and manufacturers 
who offer “extended warranties,” 
or “service contracts,” as a type of 
insurance that kicks in after a standard 
warranty expires, pocket 50% of the 
fee you pay? That’s one reason why the 
magazine says you’re better off putting 
money aside every month to cover 
faults and repairs, rather than buying 
a warranty. Think about that for a 
moment. With domestic appliances for 
example, Consumer Reports found that 
even when a consumer had to pay for 
repairs themselves, the cost was only 
on average $26 more than a service 
contract fee. And bear in mind most 
consumers don’t suffer a product fault 
or failure.

In some cases, too, warranties 
or service contracts are a downright 
scam, especially when whoever 
issued them refuses to honor them, 
either ignoring claims or using small 
print to wriggle out of their legal 
commitment. In one example, the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has 
come down on companies who said 
they wouldn’t honor warranties if the 
consumer either used a non-branded 
part or an unauthorized repair shop, or 
if the “warranty” seal on the product 
was broken. Those restrictions are 
illegal says the FTC. More recently, 
the agency has addressed confusion 
about the difference between regular 
and extended warranties, or service 
contracts.

The cost of a standard warranty 
usually is included in the price of the 
product you buy and is covered by the 
manufacturer. But you usually have to 
pay for an extended warranty or service 
contract, which may be issued by an 
insurer, other third party, or the original 
manufacturer themselves. Oftentimes, 
a sales person will use high-pressure 
tactics to try to force you into buying 
the extended coverage at the time you 
make your initial purchase, warning 
that the deal won’t be available 
afterwards and implying you’d be 
foolish to miss out. That’s because 
they get paid commission for selling 

Steps You Should Take
1. If you receive a letter, postcard 

or telephone call advising you that 
your car’s express warranty is about to 
expire, check with the manufacturer. 
It could be a car warranty scam. Don’t 
call the number that’s on any letter or 
postcard you receive, even if it looks 
like the communication is from the 
automaker. It could be a fake.

2. If your vehicle warranty has 
expired or is about to, don’t purchase a 
service contract. Instead, plan ahead by 
buying a reliable car and maintaining it 
as the manufacturer recommends. Then 
self-insure by saving the money you 
otherwise would spend on a service 
contract and use that for any needed 
repairs or maintenance.

3. If you feel you must purchase 
a service contract, consider one 
offered by the carmaker. Third-party 
contracts are notorious for fine print 
that excludes many types of repairs 
and for denying claims for anything 
the provider deems to be a pre-existing 
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DRYER VENT 
CLEANING
$59.95

CALL KEN WELLS @
ADC SERVICES 

(formerly called Air Duct Cleaning Services)

941-329-6574
Rotary Brush-Vacuum 

Cleaning System
NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP 

DISCOUNTS OFFERED
Additional Services Available – 
Vent Repair • Vent Installation  
Transition Line Replacement

LIC. #30208, #117470 • INSURED

Or … Do You 
NEED A 

HANDYMAN?
Call Ken Wells @ 
941-329-6574
FAST, RELIABLE, 

FRIENDLY, & 
TRUSTWORTHY

From Powerwashing 
to Home Repairs  

& anything in between!

“Sweets for the Sweetest” 
on Valentine’s Day

Join us for a Valentine’s Day Social
Meet and Greet 

Meadows Residents  
for Community Spirit

Thursday, 
February 14 
9:30 – 10:30 am
Meadows Community 
Center Garden Room

Coffee, Assorted Juices,  
and Sweet Nibbles!

Don’t 
Forget!
The MCA 
Annual 
Meeting
March 4  
7:00 pm 

This is your chance to hear 
MCA General Manager Frances 
Rippcondi and board president 
Claire Coyle review the 
highlights of the past year and 
give a brief overview of what 
lies ahead for The Meadows. You 
can also thank outgoing board 
members and welcome the new 
board members who will be 
announced at the meeting. 

MCA 
Community 

Center

Open 
Art 
Studio

We are very excited to announce that beginning Thursday, 
February 7, from 9 a.m. until noon, there will be studio space 
available at the Dickens Center Library to anyone who would enjoy 
getting together to paint or draw. Overseen by professional artists 
Melinda Gordan and Claire Hamilton, the open studio will be a 
chance to create, network with fellow artists and be inspired.

Everyone is welcome, all levels and abilities. There is no charge 
for Meadows Country Club members and there is a charge of $5 per 
session to nonmembers.

Bring your own supplies and get creative! 
At the request of country club management, only watercolor, 

acrylics and dry media are allowed. There will be an opportunity to 
arrange specific classes with instruction, if desired.

In order to register for the Thursday, February 7 session, please 
email Melinda at mpgordan@gmail.com.  
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The Meadows 
Garden Club

Holiday floral design program
Geraldine “Jerry” Bernier

On December 6 at the MCA, 
Terry Klopstad demonstrated that 
one need not spend lots of money to 
create Christmas centerpieces and 
décor when there is such an abundance 
of natural material right in our yards 
and greenspace. Using evergreen 
branches, evergreen pinecones and 
Brazilian pepper berries with a few 
red and white flowers and a Christmas 
“pick” or two, she created three lovely 
arrangements. She also described her 
techniques and answered questions 
from the audience.

Terry had soaked her oases (floral 
sponges) for each of the three pots 
overnight and fastened them in the 
pots, with floral tape. She used clips 

to hold the pinecones and attached the 
flowers to wired sticks available at 
craft stores. 

For her first demonstration she 

used a large Christmas sleigh pot and 
filled the base with lots of greens in 
all directions, then added berries and 
pinecones, a few flowers strategically 
placed and one Christmas pick. It was 
beautiful! 

For her second piece, a Santa 
Claus boots vase, she again began 
with six sprigs of leafy fern, one tall 
Christmas ornament two red and white 
lollipop sticks at different heights, red 
and white carnations and a tuck or two 
of pepper berries. Delightful!

For her third arrangement she used 
a lovely round, low Christmas bowl. 
For this, she began with two upright 
branches of pepper berries firmly 
anchored in the middle, and added 

four Christmas picks, frosted fruit, and 
white chrysanthemums. She made it 
look so easy to do, with a magnificent 
result. 

Plan for all your favorite activities in The Meadows. Activities take place 
at the MCA Community Center unless otherwise noted. Sign ups are 
required where noted. 

FEBRUARY
Every Monday: Mahjong, 9 a.m. 
Every Wednesday: Crafts, 9 a.m.
1st/3rd Wednesday: Bridge, 12:30 p.m. (Signup Required @ 371-5271)
Every Wednesday: Horseshoes & Bocce Ball, 3 p.m. (Lawn Behind MCA – Signup 
Required @ MCA)
Every Wednesday: Ping Pong, 6 p.m. (Centre Court Lounge)
Every Thursday: Cornhole, 3 p.m. (Lawn Behind MCA – Signup Required @ MCA)
Every Thursday: 9-Hole Billiards, 6 p.m. (Centre Court Lounge)
2nd/3rd Friday: Fitness Class, 9 a.m. 
Every Friday: Bridge, 12:30 p.m. (Signup Required @ 379-7955)
Every Saturday: Duplicate Bridge, 1–4 p.m. (Signup at mcaduplicate@gmail.com)
 Friday, 2/1 Pickleball Clinics, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. (Contact Ron Albers at  
famerflorida@hotmail.com for info.)
Friday & Saturday, 2/1 & 2/2, Photo Receiving, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Monday, 2/4, Memoirs and Life Writing Group, 10 a.m.
Monday, 2/4, Aviva Balance Class, 11 a.m. (Signup Required @ 757-8520)
Wednesday, 2/6, Dali Museum Tour and Lunch, 9:30 a.m.–5 p.m. (St. Petersburg – 
Signup Required @ 488-9393)
Thursday, 2/7, Aviva Balance Class, 11 a.m. (Signup Required @ 757-8520) 
Thursday, 2/7, Electronic Device Help, 1–4 p.m. (Signup Required @ MCA)
Thursday, 2/7, Garden Club, 2 p.m.
Sunday, 2/10, Game Night, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, 2/11, Mahjong Tournament, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. (Signup Required @ MCA)
Tuesday, 2/12, Hot Stove League, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, 2/12, Memoirs Writing Class, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, 2/12, Amish/Mennonite Presentation, 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 2/13, Pickleball Clinics, 9 a.m. –12 p.m. (Contact Ron Albers at 
famerflorida@hotmail.com for info.)
Wednesday, 2/13, Book Club, 2 p.m.
Wednesday, 2/13, Meadows “U” Presents Dave Hutchinson, SRQ/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, 3 p.m.
Thursday, 2/14, Blood Drive, 7 a.m.–1 p.m.
Thursday, 2/14, Valentine’s Day Social, 9–11 a.m. (Signup Required @ MCA)
Saturday, 2/16, Meadows Car Club, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. (Meadows Village Pub)
Monday, 2/18, Memoirs and Life Writing Group, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, 2/20, Assembly of Property Owners, 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday, 2/23 & 2/24, Photo Show, 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Sunday, 2/24, Concert in the Park with Betty Comora, 1:30–3 p.m. (Lawn Behind 
MCA Building)
Sunday, 2/24, Oscar Night Party, 7–11 p.m. (Aviva – Signup Required @ MCA)
Tuesday, 2/26, Hot Stove League, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, 2/26, Meadows “U” Tour, 10 a.m. (Ringling Museum Glass Galaxy Exhibit 
– Signup Required @ MCA)
Tuesday, 2/26, Memoirs Writing Class, 1 p.m. 
Thursday, 2/28, Platelet Drive, 9 a.m.–1:30 p.m. (Call Lisa Fratoni, 917-0142 to 
Schedule Appt)

MARCH
2nd/3rd/4th Monday: Mahjong, 9 a.m. 
Every Wednesday: Crafts, 9 a.m.
1st/3rd Wednesday: Bridge, 12:30 p.m. (Signup Required @ 371-5271)
Every Wednesday: Horseshoes & Bocce Ball 3 p.m. (Lawn Behind MCA – Signup 
Required @ MCA) 
Every Wednesday: Ping Pong, 6 p.m. (Centre Court Lounge)
Every Thursday: Cornhole, 3 p.m. (Lawn Behind MCA – Signup Required @ MCA)
Every Thursday: 9-Hole Billiards, 6 p.m. (Centre Court Lounge)
1st/2nd/4th/5th Friday: Fitness Class, 9 a.m.
1st/2nd/4th/5th Friday: Bridge, 12:30 p.m. (Signup Required @ 379-7955)
1st/2nd/4th/5th Saturday: Duplicate Bridge, 1–4 p.m. (Signup at  
mcaduplicate@gmail.com)

Upcoming Meadows 
Community Activities

February/March

Above: Terry Klopstad demonstrates how to make centerpieces. 

GARDEN CLUB UPCOMING SCHEDULE
Meetings are at 2 p.m. in the Lakeside room, unless otherwise noted.

February 7, 2019—From Dirt to Living Soil with Gary Adams of The 
Plant Place.

March 7, 2019—Native Plants and Butterflies with Tom Heitzman of 
Sweet Bay Nursery.

April 4, 2019—Visit Farm and Garden Nursery 
Visit, walk around, and Q&A’s with Horticulturalist Raphael, 
735 S. Beneva Rd., 2 p.m. Limited to 30 attendees with Meadows Garden 
Club Members receiving priority. Email mbabineau50@gmail.com to 
register.

May 2, 2019—Visit Crowley’s Nursery
Presentation, walk around, and Q&A’s with Kathy Crowley at 
Crowley Gardens, 16423 James Road, 2 p.m. Limited to 40 attendees 
with Meadows Garden Club Members receiving priority. Email 
mbabineau50@gmail.com to register.
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MHOA
We want your input  
and participation!
Jan Lazar—MCA Treasurer

Assembly  
Committee

Mike Mazur—Chair

On January 16, the Assembly 
of Property Owners program What 
to Expect from Your Management 
Company – Industry Standards 
and Wish Lists was presented by a 
panel of experienced community 
association managers from a 
diverse group of companies. 

Moderated by Kristin Fourie, 
Owner, LCAM 
Business 
Development and 
Core Marketing 
Solutions, 
the panelists 
included Jeff 
Gay of Leland 
Management, 
Alexandra 
Turner of RCM 
Management, and 
Sheila Connell 
of Signature 
Services of PCM. 
They focused on 
the needs of our 
Meadows leaders 
as expressed in 
the questions you 
submitted in response to our call 
for program input in November 
2018. A lively exchange among 
the panelists and additional 
observations and inquiries by the 
audience made for an informative 
and thought-provoking session. 

We know that an equally 
informative program, Legal Q&A, 
scheduled for Wednesday, February 
20 will be one that you do not want 
to miss. 

Rapid-fire responses to rapid-
fire questions are guaranteed 
as attorneys Telese McKay of 
Icard Merrill and Scott Petersen 
of The Law Office of Scott K. 
Petersen, PLLC join us as co-

facilitators. Telese and Scott will 
guide the program that will be 
agenda- and presentation-free as 
you will step up and state your 
questions. They will respond from 
their vast knowledge of the law, 
including Florida Statute 718 
for Condominium Associations 
and Statute 720 for Homeowner 

Associations. 
They have 
served as 
panelists for 
the Community 
Association 
Institute’s (CAI) 
Community 
Association Day 
program for 
many years. The 
similar program 
they have done 
at CAI West 
Florida for 
several hundred 
attendees 
per year has 
been standing 
room only and 

non-stop every time. Prepare 
your questions now as the mics 
will open immediately after our 
meeting preliminaries! 

The Assembly Executive 
Committee is in the process of 
finalizing our last three programs 
of the season, including March 
20 – Insurance: Property, Liability, 
D&O. Law & Ordinance, 
Appraisals, April 17 – Trees: 
Maintenance, Evaluation, 
Removal, Replacement and May 
15, State of the Community by our 
new MCA President.

I look forward to seeing a full 
house on February 20!

Become a member of the MHOA—it’s easy!
Any single-family homeowner who does not already belong to another 

sub-HOA can join the MHOA, which is separate from The Meadows Community 
Association, the master association that all homeowners in The Meadows 
automatically belong to.

If you would like to become a new member or your membership has 
expired or will expire soon, contact MHOA Membership Director Christine 
Deutsch for an application or renewal form. Email deutsch623@gmail.com. 

Cost for membership:
$15  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .one year
$25  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .two years
$35  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . three years
$55  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . five years

The MHOA is YOUR voice in the community!

our homes. 
The big take away for all the 

single-family homeowners from this 
gigantic rain is that you should check 
if your insurance covers rising water. 
Unless you have flood insurance, it 
probably doesn’t. So, if you are not 
in a flood zone and don’t carry flood 
insurance, you may want to talk to 
your insurer to make sure you have 
coverage for overflowing pools, 
ponds, etc.

We again want to urge any 
single-family homeowners who 
do not currently belong to MHOA 
to join. This is important because 
we want your input so that we can 
speak with the strongest possible 
voice in the Assembly of Property 
Owners. Your membership fee even 
subsidizes the cost of the dinner. If 
you haven’t yet joined, please do so 
NOW. The membership information 
is on this page. What better return 
can you get for $15?

You should have by now 
received your ballot for the MCA 
Board of Directors (not the MHOA 
Board, which represents the single-
family homeowners) when you 
received your assessment notice. 
If you have your assessment direct 
debited, you should still have 
received a ballot. We encourage you 
to vote. 

The season is in full swing and 
we are delighted that our snowbirds 
are back. We hope that all of you 
will be able to join us at our annual 
meeting and dinner at the country 
club on February 26 at 5:30 p.m. It 
will be another great dinner and a 
fun time meeting with your fellow 
single-family homeowners. We 
promise to keep the annual meeting 
short so we can have lots of time to 
socialize! Look for the information 
in your mail and plan to join us!

At the meeting portion of the 
evening, we will elect MHOA Board 
members, or you can vote by ballot if 
you are not attending the dinner. 

For those of you who were here 
for the torrential rain that we had 
in mid-December, I want to answer 
some questions that were asked. We 
had more than seven inches of rain in 
a 30-hour period, causing overflow 
of areas all over Sarasota that none 
of us had ever seen underwater 
before. Some local roadways were so 
deep in water that vehicles could not 
get through at all. Part of Bahia Vista 
Street was under about 10 inches 
of water, which cars were unable 
to drive through. The rapid, heavy 
and unceasing rain left no time for 
runoff and drainage. Pump systems 
were overloaded all over the area. 
We were all very grateful it stopped 
when it did or it might have been in 

JOIN US!
Wednesday,

February 20, 2019

Legal Q&A 
with

Telese McKay 
and

Scott Petersen  

New to The Meadows?
Be sure to pick up your

“Newcomer’s Packet”
at the MCA Building 
2004 Longmeadow

Welcome to 
The Meadows!
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Hal Poschmann, Realtor®

941-284-4315 
• Meadows resident since 2003
• Director, Meadows Community Association
• Member—Meadows Country Club
•  Owner—Hi-Touch Services LLC, serving homeowners in the 

Meadows since 2006

Selling or buying? I promise to serve you with the same  
integrity and diligence you have come to know me for.

PROPERTIES FEATURED FOR SALE:

•  2 Bed /2 Bath Longwater Chase condo–outstanding golf 
view. Ready to move in!

•  2 Bed / 2 Bath Chartwell Green condo–golf and water view. 
Many updates! SOLD

Eighteen riders participated in the 
inaugural ride of the MCA Bicycle 
Club on December 18. Participants 
were of varied skill and interest levels, 
some interested in riding at faster 
speeds and many interested in riding 
outside of The Meadows for much 
longer and more interesting rides. 
Others were happy to be on the move. 

MCA Bicycle Club
Inaugural ride a success

All were happy to get out and meet 
other bikers. 

If you’re interested in joining 
the Bicycle Club for short, relaxed 
rides – about five to eight miles 
through The Meadows, meet by The 
Meadows Shopping Village sign across 
from Willow Links at 9:15 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. Happy trails!

In the beginning, all Meadows 
Chorus members were Meadows 
residents. Over the years, the 
membership has grown to more 
than 60 men and women singers 
from all over the Sarasota area.

Directed by John Yost, the 
group rehearsals continue on 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at St. James 
United Methodist Church, 2049 
Honore Avenue. 

In addition to the “Happy 
Holidays” and spring concerts, 
the Meadows Chorus performs 
for many local organizations and 
senior communities in the Sarasota 
and Bradenton areas. 

For more information about 
concerts or joining the Meadows 
Chorus, call Becki or Paul Felten, 
941-724-9589 or visit  
www.meadowschorus.org or email 
meadowoschorus@gmail.com.

Meadows 
Chorus

2018-2019 Season
 Deadlines** for the 
2019 March issue

Display Advertising 
contact The Meadoword  

Marketing Department at  
ads@meadowsca.com

New and revised display ads 
and payments,  
MON, FEB 4

•	 CR display ads, MON, FEB 4 
Editorial Content—contact 
The Meadoword Editor

•	 MCA columns, MON, FEB 4

•	 Articles & Announcements, 
MON, FEB 4

Classified Ads—contact the 
MCA Reception Desk

•	 Classifieds,	MON, FEB 4 

** NOTE: Deadlines may be  
adjusted as necessary to  
accommodate production 
and press requirements for 
holidays and extenuating 
circumstances.
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1071 S. Tuttle Ave. Ste 1, Sarasota, FL 34237

Auto Insurance
Medicare 

 

www.DrMoscowAndAssociates.com

Chiropractic - Medical - Massage Therapy
Laser Therapy - Custom Orthotics

Self Pay
 

Major Medical 

Are you suffering from...
Auto Accident Injury
Neck/Back Pain 
Arthritis  
Plantar Fasciitis  

 

TMJ  Syndrome
Chronic Pain 
Headaches/Migraines
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

 

The holidays are over, but our 
holiday party was too special not to 
share! So here goes. The celebration 
began with beautiful music by “The 
Sunrise Quartet.” Two members are 
from Chatsworth Greene, Janice 
Grossman playing the cello, JoAnn 
Magner, violinist, along with Barbara 
Barstow on viola and Diana Solomon, 
the other violinist. Such talent was 
truly appreciated and enjoyed by all 
of us.

Congratulations to Dave 
Callahan who aced the 10th hole 
on The Meadows course using a 
five wood from 138 yards. Grant 
Cryderman and Ed Fitzgerald were 
witnesses. We’re all a bit jealous!

Our annual Italian potluck dinner 
was held on January 24 at the MCA. 
Because we have excellent cooks, no 
one misses. Our next get together is 
February 19. This will be held in The 
Meadows; however the place will be 
determined. Check out our bulletin 
board by the mailboxes.

February brings us Valentine’s 
Day dedicated to romantic love and 
a chance to honor to St. Valentine, 
a Roman saint and martyr. So, 
you guys and gals don’t forget the 
flowers, candy and fine dining, but 
most of all kind words to each other!

Happy Valentine’s Day to all!

The Scene from

Chatsworth Greene
Wherever, whenever, it’s always fun…

Bonnie Detwiler

WHAT: 56 players —either members of The Meadows 
 Country Club or residents of The Meadows
 2 hours of play in the morning 
 2 hours of play after lunch

WHEN: Monday, February 11, 9 a.m.

WHERE: The MCA Community Center 2004 Longmeadow

LUNCH: BOX LUNCH—(please choose your sandwich)
	 qTurkey Wrap qCalifornia Club qSpinach Veggie Wrap 

ENTRY FEE: $25—Includes lunch and prizes; cash or check to MCA,  
 NO REFUNDS

REGISTER:  At the MCA office; registration closes February 4.
 Questions? Call Janice Grossman 908-202-5930

Pictured from left: Diana Solomon, (violin), JoAnn Magner, (violin), Janice 
Grossman (cello), and Barbara Barstow (viola).

Valentine’s Day
Happy
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SAVE THE DATE
Friday, April 5 at 7 p.m.

The Meadows Chorus 
“Sing Into Spring” Concert

at St. James United Methodist Church
2049 North Honore Avenue

Contact Paul or Becki Felten at 941-724-9589

or Email: meadowschorus@gmail.com 

Mindfulness is the gentle effort to be present with 
one's experience. This secular course teaches the basics 
of mindfulness meditation, including an examination of 
our attitudes and assumptions. You will learn skills for 
mindfulness meditation and the postures that will allow 
you to benefit the most from your practice. You will learn 
how to create and maintain a regular home practice. Breath 
awareness, body awareness, walking meditation and loving 
kindness/gratitude practices will be taught as well. Come join 
us and learn the skills and techniques that will undoubtedly 
help you uncover a more present, kinder and peaceful you. 

The class is free and consists of three sessions, March 7,  
March 14 and March 21 at 6 p.m. You must register at 
lynnelockie@gmail.com to attend. Space is limited to 12 people, 
so sign up early. The classes will be held at The Meadows 
Community Center. Please wear comfortable clothing, bring any 
back support or cushions you need to be comfortable.

The class will be taught by Lynne Lockie, MSW, a Meadows 
resident and a board member of Sarasota Mindfulness 
Institute, who has more than 50 years of experience teaching 
mindfulness and meditation. 

Introduction to 

Mindfulness Meditation
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It seemed a little like an informal 

PDCA cycle analysis (the Plan, 
Do, Check, Act process that is used 
in project planning for continuous 
improvement) as the Craft Group 
finished their final post-sale inventory 
and began to prepare for another year. 
Of course, we didn’t get bogged down 
with jargon and most of us would 
have regarded it as just chatting. But 
after we made plans for our annual 
kickoff luncheon on January 16, we 
used the statistics from several years 
of craft sales as a guide to plan what 
we wanted to make more of, what we 
needed to modify and what would 
never be done again. Then the talk 
gradually turned to things we loved 
making and some crafts that were not 
so beloved.

For some of us, what we loved 
making was what craft sale customers 
wanted to buy. Greet Costant 
announced plans to make more of the 
handpainted silk scarves that always 
sell out. Card makers immediately 
began replenishing supplies to create 
the cards that have been increasingly 
popular every year. Peggy Stirling and 
the crew of 3-dimensional card-makers 
are expanding their focus from only 
creating Christmas cards to creating 
all occasion cards. Peggy found the 
perfect designs at The Meadows 
Art Show and will be turning birds, 
flowers and tropical scenes from 
Marilyn Olsen’s handpainted cards 
into 3D masterpieces. A table full 
of card makers could hardly wait to 
get started on new projects. As Char 
Primer happily explained, “making 
cards puts me in another world.” She 
finds bliss whether she is making 
variations of the intricately folded Iris 
cards or designing hand-painted cards. 

Card making is not so easy for 
all of us, though. Joyce Gallegos 
sewed lovely fabric mini credit card 
holder purses last year and taught 
us how to make ultra-lightweight 
jewelry from rolled paper several 
years ago. Even though she can choose 
fabrics that coordinate beautifully 
and turned out jewelry in gorgeous 
hues, she confesses that she has a 
hard time deciding on what colors and 
patterns to use for Iris cards. “I feel 
like a lost child in the woods,” she 
said. Fortunately, there are plenty of 
other card makers to help her select 
materials. “It can be intimidating 
when you see a whole table of people 
making cards,” explained Sonia 
Sutcliffe who is one of our instructors 
for card making. She is always ready 
to help newcomers and because she 
likes experimenting with different 
folds and techniques, she brings new 
ideas that keep everyone interested. 

I know how Joyce feels. Several 
years ago, when the Crafters began 
making eco-friendly crafts using 
repurposed, upcycled materials, I 
attempted to create a “candy wrapper 
purse” like one I had seen in an 
upscale shop on St. Armand’s Circle. 
The purses are created by folding 
candy wrappers or other similarly-
sized paper so that the wrappers 
are woven together. I spent days 

Liz Barnett

Remembering the past as we launch a New Year

writing equations and consulting old 
geometry texts in an attempt to get 
the dimensions and folding sequence 
right. Finally, I brought a picture of 
the purse and my raw materials to a 
meeting of the Craft Group. Ethel 
Beam, who was over ninety, and 
Vicki Robley, who loves all crafts 
and being able to do different things, 
looked at the picture. The two thought 
for a minute and then began to fold 
the candy wrappers into a perfect 

Photo credits: Liz Barnett

The ever-popular hand-painted silk scarves

Candy wrapper purses on display

Making seaside decorations

replica of the woven design. The 
candy wrapper purses became one of 
our most popular crafts, flying off the 
shelves as soon as the doors opened 
for the sale. But I never made one.

Fortunately, there are all kinds of 
crafts and something for everyone. 
Helene DiPuma taught us how to 
do decoupage, that is decorating 
objects with paper cutouts. It’s a 
craft that requires precise cutting 
and lots of patience. Each element 

in a picture must be cut and glued 
separately, then covered with a 
protective glaze which can ruin 
everything because air bubbles will 
form if the pasted elements are too 
large. I liked decoupage and happily 
created decorative serving pieces 
and transformed cigar boxes into 
embellished purses.

Of course, some of us have a 
craft we love and stick with it. Carol 
Jensen feels she’s not too crafty, but 
she likes to knit and has turned out 
stacks of knitted dishcloths while 
spicing up our meetings with a new 
joke or two each week. Theresa 
Dobberstein loves anything to do 
with shells and spent many meetings 
turning shells, starfish and sand 
dollars into ornaments and beachy 
accent pieces. She and Kathy Easley 
were already busy sorting shells for 
a new project that will be launched 
in the next few weeks. Kathy likes 
learning new things and has mastered 
a wide range of crafts. Her favorite 
new project last year was the 
scrabble pendant necklaces made by 
decoupaging a picture onto a scrabble 
tile. 

Making jewelry is the thing 
that many of our members want to 
do most. Marie Urso likes to make 
jewelry but creating the designs for 
each piece of jewelry is her favorite 
part of the process. She likes putting 
things together whether she’s making 
a necklace, accessorizing an outfit or 
decorating a home. Jean Cochran 
loves to decorate, too. “So many 
women I know don’t put up a tree at 
Christmas. That would be a mistake 
for me,” said Jean who clearly loves 
dressing up her home for festive 
occasions. Like Marie, Jean’s favorite 
craft is beading, but she selects her 
projects with a goal in mind. “I like 
making things that sell,” she said. 
Judging from the amount of jewelry 
that is sold each year, Jean has picked 
the right craft. 

Ann Kopreski has a similar 
goal. “I like to make something that I 
would like for myself and then sell it 
to others,” she explained. She loves 
hearing someone say, “Wow! You 
made that?” and being able to reply, 
“Yeah, and I could show you how to 
make it, too.” The other members feel 
much the same way. 

It is having a craft sale to benefit 
charities that sets The Meadows Craft 
Group apart from other groups that get 
together just to make something. We 
have the fun of doing something we 
love, the stimulation of learning new 
things and the pleasure of developing 
friendships but those things can be 
found in many interest groups. We 
have something more than that. What 
we do matters to the charities that 
benefit from our contributions and to 
the individuals who are helped through 
their efforts. It’s a good feeling.

If you would like to be part of 
the Craft Group, please join us each 
Wednesday from 9 to 11 a.m. at the 
MCA Community Building. If you can 
glue, we want you.

Jewelry making

Card making
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Alexanders Find Tennis 
at The Meadows a Winner

Jan Pearce

Avid tennis players Charles 
and Ana Maria Alexander moved 
to The Meadows in May and 
joined The Meadows Country Club 
(TMCC) the same month.

“We have thoroughly enjoyed 
it,” Charles said.

Both admitted to some concern 
at breaking into a new club, “but it 
has been so welcoming,” Ana Maria 
said. “We were introduced to people 
immediately.”

Charles credits the tennis pros 
and staff “who set it all up” for us. 
“We could probably play seven days 
a week if we wanted to,” he said.

After playing most of the year 
indoors, as they did in their previous 
club in Vermont, the Alexanders 
find The Meadows oak-shaded year-
round courts a welcome treat, even 
on sizzling hot summer days.

“We do play at other clubs,” Ana 
Maria said. “But in comparison, The 
Meadows is really at the top” of the 
others she has seen.

They also attended the recent 
tennis exhibition at The Meadows 
courts and praised the professionals 
for their level of skill and their 
friendliness with the more than 400 
in attendance. In addition, they said 
the event was well-organized and 
well done.

Like many Sarasota retirees, 
they came for a five-week vacation 
first before making the final 
decision to move here. They have 
traded their busy lives in Burlington, 
Vt., as wine merchant (Charles) and 
college professor (Ana Maria) for 
a charming villa in Sandringham 
Place with a year-round view of 
water and an evergreen golf course.

Northern Snows 
Find Warmth in The Meadows

Jan Pearce

“I always wanted to live on a 
golf course and have a water view,” 
said avid golfer Bill Snow. “Here I 
have both.”

“Here” is their new home (since 
January) in Sandringham Place, 
where Bill and his wife, Theresa, 
are not missing the cold Chicago 
winters of their previous life.

Bill played The Meadows 
course for the first time a few years 
ago and liked it. “That was one of 
the reasons we moved here,” he 
explained.

Theresa, who still works 

full-time in the insurance field, 
does not play golf. But Bill plays 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
when he gets together with his 
regular groups (In between, he 
works part-time in a limited area of 
insurance).

They both dine at The 
Meadows County Club (TMCC) 
once or twice a week, and applaud 
the work of the new culinary 
team. A big family Thanksgiving 
dinner there was excellent, Bill and 
Theresa agreed. 

Previously a member of two 
golf clubs in Chicago, Bill has 
the requisite experience to praise 
TMCC’s golf and amenities while 
also offering a few suggestions 
for improvement: a bar menu with 
appetizers/bar food to liven up the 
cocktail hour and a Saturday night 
open-for-business policy. 

As for golf, Bill would 
welcome a monthly trail fee, 
“where you could use the golf cart 
all you want.” 

He believes if people live 
in The Meadows, “they should 
support the club.” Golf is a sport 
you can still play when you get 
old, at any age or health level, Bill 
points out, unlike singles tennis or 
running. 

The Snows had a part-time 
residence in Sarasota for 16 years, 
and thought it was “paradise.” 
They worried that when they came 
here full-time that view would 
change.

 Their view is still the same.

Bill and Theresa Snow

The Meadows Craft Group 
faithfully meets every Wednesday 
throughout the year to create 
beautiful items to sell at the annual 
craft fair in November. This year’s 
fair once again yielded record 
proceeds. Because of this group’s 
dedication to helping worthy 
causes and those who faithfully 
shop at the fair, the group donated 
a total of $7,500 to local charities 
this year. At the January MCA 

Meadows Craft Group
Keeps on Giving

From Left: Bill Wilson (Resurrection House, Inc.), Diane Morissette, Vicki Robley, Sandy 
Slaminko (Baby Basics), Sharon Godlewski, Kathy Easley, Cherie Beasley (SPARCC), Brad 
Jones (The Haven). Photo Credit: Barney Sack

Board of Directors meeting, 
representatives from the craft 
group made donations to Baby 
Basics, Resurrection House, Inc., 
SPARCC (Safe Place and Rape 
Crisis Center) and The Haven. 
The group always welcomes new 
members, no matter their skill 
level, and would love for you to 
join in the fun and the chance to 
give back to our community. Thank 
you to this generous group!

Over the past couple of 
years, we’ve frequently shared 
information with you about the 
Renaissance of The Meadows. An 
integral part of the Renaissance 
is the menu of activities we offer. 
Now it’s time to take them to the 
next level! 

Some of the 
52 condominium 
and homeowners 
associations in 
The Meadows are 
forming golf teams; 
each association’s 
team will consist of 
its four best players 
for two 18-hole 
tournaments— 
scramble on The 
Groves and The 
Highlands Golf 
Courses. Meadows residents, 
Bruce Nemet, a certified CGA and 
FSGA referee, and Jim Rutushni 
are working with the country 
club to formulate a plan for the 
tournament. 

We’re hoping this concept 
will spill over to some of our 

Taking Activities  
to the Next Level

other games and activities: tennis, 
bocce, cornhole, horseshoes, etc. 
Adding to the fun is making this 
a “collegiate-type” experience, 
wherein each association is a 
campus. The teams can have 
colors, flags, songs, mascots, etc. 

The winners 
will participate in a 
yearly tournament 
and every year the 
name of the winning 
team in each activity 
will be added to 
the “Meadows Cup 
Tournament Trophy,” 
on display at the 
MCA front office.

Meadows 
residents including 
renters from each 
association are 

eligible to participate in all of the 
competitions. Help us foster a 
healthy spirit of competition and 
camaraderie in The Meadows! 

Call Jim Rutushni at  
941-960-5128 if you’re interested 
in joining in the fun.

Photo credit: Jan Pearce
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Love your Home again — with a renovation
that’s perfect for your style and budget.

Services include:
• Free in-home estimates
• Free design consulting
• Kitchen/bath renovations
• Tile/hardwood flooring
• Interior painting
• Local references

Doug brings over 30 years 
of residential & commercial 
construction experience. Linda 
helps the client focus on both 
function and design. They’ll walk 
you through every phase of the 
renovation process.

D&L Home Renovations, LLC  
is a well-known team living and working 
in The Meadows for the past eight years. 

What do you desire? Let’s begin!
Call, Text or Email

BEFORE

AFTER

Many residents of The Meadows are travelers. They travel within the 
country and some span the globe. With that in mind, we’d like to know 
when you go and where you are. Next time you hit the highways or the 
skyways, please take along The Meadoword and snap a photo of yourself 
with it at a scenic spot and email the photo to ads@meadowsca.com to be 
published in The Meadoword and on social media. It won’t take long for 
you to spread The Meadoword around the world!

Please include where the photo was taken and the names of those in 
the photo when you submit it.

Spread The Meadoword!

ACUPUNCTURE PHYSICIAN, DR. BRENDA 955-1220
AVIVA  377-0781
CTR PHYSICAL THERAPY AND WELLNESS  360-9706
FULL SPECTRUM OPTICAL 343-7720
GOLDEN DAISY CAFE 371-3354
MASSAGE THERAPY, TERRI MAGDALINSKI 378-4101
THE MEADOWORD 377-2300
THE MEADOWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 377-2300
THE MEADOWS COUNTRY CLUB 371-6000 
 MEADOWS GOLF PRO SHOP 378-5153 
 HIGHLANDS GOLF PRO SHOP 371-0982 
 RACQUET CLUB PRO SHOP 378-5265
MEADOWS DENTAL ASSOCIATES  377-3659
MEADOWS REAL ESTATE 556-9440
MEADOWS SAFETY PATROL (G4S SAFETY PATROL) 809-0084
MEADOWS VILLAGE PUB 342-5050
MONA LISA RESTAURANT 377-6562
MOUNT VERNON PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, INC. 371-3494
NATURAL HEALING CENTER 377-4325 
SALON FRANCISCO 444-9616
SUNTRUST BANK 554-3901
TARPON POINT NURSING AND REHABILITATION 377-0022
VIP TRAVEL 377-0017

Numbers
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There’s no sitting around for 
Susan Whitcomb.

“Volunteering is so important,” 
she said. “When we come together 
and share our thoughts and our 
strengths with other people, 
community happens.”

Susan moved to The Meadows 
in July 2014 and hit the ground 
running. She is chairman of 
Meadows University, president of 
Villa Majorca Condo Association 
and an active member of The 
Meadows Community Activities 
Committee, the work of which she 
applauds.

“When you can come together 
with your neighbors in a positive 
way—even if it’s just at a bingo 
game—you can handle the 
negatives a lot better,” she said.

Her positive attitude is ever-
present and can easily make a first-
time visitor feel like a best friend.

She moved to Sarasota in 
August 1998 to renovate and 
occupy a condo her parents 
owned in one of the first high-rise 
apartment buildings overlooking 
Sarasota Bay. 
While there, Susan 
was a condo board 
member for seven 
years and president 
for five. At the 
same time, she 
became (and still 
is) a member of the 
Historical Society 
of Sarasota County 
and the Sarasota 
Alliance for 
Historic Preservation. Susan also 
is a volunteer at the Florida Studio 
Theatre.

Raised in Youngstown, Ohio 
by parents who were Marine Corps 
veterans, active participation was 
required. Because of her family’s 
ties to retail, she settled in the 
Dallas area where she raised three 
children. She also is a grandmother 
of five amazing grandchildren.

She met her late husband, 
John, in the early 2000s who was 
an avid tennis player and athlete, 
which was the reason they settled 
in The Meadows. Unfortunately, he 
passed away in 2016 from a long, 
courageous battle with cancer.

Because of her nomadic life 
(and many lively interests), she 
laughingly describes her work 
life as “varied.” It ranged from 
owning a business brokerage 
firm, to managing a hair salon, 
to retail jobs here and in Texas, 
and, eventually, to her last job, 
as administrative assistant to a 
Sarasota developer who built a 

large condo on Golden Gate Point, 
La Bellasara.

Susan credits this final job with 
giving her valuable experience 
in all facets of building (such as 
plumbing, roofing, permitting and 
bidding), which she uses today 

as president of her 
condo association.

Being a 
member of a condo 
board means a 
commitment to 
education (of 
your members, 
your vendors and 
yourself) and to 
work, Susan says. 
“And you’re only 
as good as your 

board.” It also means thinking 
ahead about potential future 
problems. “If you are managing 
your association properly, absent 
some kind of natural catastrophic 
event, you should never need 
to have an assessment,” Susan 
believes.

She recounts a recent seminar 
she attended on condo insurance, 
pointing out that insurance is a 
big part of condo budgets and 
that the weather is changing. “We 
may not be in a flood zone, but we 
have all these water features, and 
if we have these torrential rains, 
the ponds could fill up and even 
overflow,” making flood insurance 
an issue.

“I believe that what we 
have here (in Sarasota and The 
Meadows) is so priceless and 
unique,” Susan said. “We need to 
come together to preserve it.”

With her kind of effective 
involvement, volunteerism is 
definitely alive and well in The 
Meadows.

Susan Whitcomb
Photo credit: Jan Pearce

“When we come 

together and share 

our thoughts and our 

strengths with other 

people, community 

happens.”

Meadows February Volunteer Highlight

Susan Whitcomb
Meadows “U” Chair and Community Activities Member

Jan Pearce
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Spotlight on 

The Meadows’ Lifestyle, Activities and Amenities
It is no secret that builders 

are providing a lot more in new 
developments beyond the homes 
today, especially with community 
activities and amenities. Builders 
around the country are offering 
more than clubhouses and sports 
facilities as they realize that the 
buying demographic is diverse 
and is looking for new community 
spaces for socialization, education, 
casual and fine dining, pet parks, 
community gardens or just an 
outdoor space to congregate and 
meet new friends. The Meadows 
offers the best of both worlds—
it has the benefits of a mature 
community coupled with a new 
and diverse ensemble of activities 
and amenities. 

With more than 50 percent 
open space, The Meadows includes 
more than 800 acres of ponds and 
lakes, a butterfly garden, mature 
vegetation, a memorial garden, as 
well as miles of walking, bicycle 
and nature trails that residents can 
enjoy 365 days per year. 

Staying active and engaged 
in The Meadows is easy and 
enjoyable with a broad scope of 
activities, some of which are aimed 
at health and wellness; others offer 
pure fun and enjoyment, while 
many focus on lifelong learning 
and educational experiences. 

The Meadows Community 
Center

The Meadow Community 
Association building provides 
the focal point for homeowner 
information, meeting and activity 
rooms, administrative offices 
all overlooking a garden club-
maintained memorial garden, 
expansive lake and outdoor 
enjoyment area, including a 
children’s playground.  A visit to 
the MCA should be the first stop 
for anyone seeking information on 
life in The Meadows.

The Meadows Country Club
At the center of The Meadows 

is The Meadows Country Club, 
encompassing 330 acres, featuring 
three 18-hole golf courses, 17 
Har-Tru lighted tennis courts, a 
Junior Olympic-size swimming 
pool and a fitness center. The main 
clubhouse is a two-story facility 
overlooking the practice facility, 
pro shop, lake and beautifully 
manicured golf facility. It features 
meeting and card rooms as well 
as wedding and banquet facilities 
with beautiful vista golf course 
views. Call 941-378-5957 for 
membership information. The 
country club features three dining 
rooms offering casual and fine 
dining opportunities. Two dining 

rooms, the Fountain View Lounge 
and the Regency Room, are in 
the main clubhouse as well as 
an outdoor sitting area with a 
fire pit overlooking the beautiful 
driving range. Across the street 
and adjacent to the tennis facility 
and pool is the indoor and outdoor 
restaurant, the Centre Court 
Lounge. Call 941-378-2135 for 
information. 

The Meadows Shopping 
Village

Built around a beautiful lake 
is a shopping village featuring 
restaurants, SunTrust Bank, 
dentist, barbershop, travel agency, 
hairdresser, daycare center and 
a real estate office and property 
management company.

Three restaurants are located in 
the shopping village: the Golden 
Daisy Cafe, which is open for 
breakfast and lunch, Meadows 
Village Pub, which is open for 
dinner and features live music and 
entertainment on many evenings, 
and Mona Lisa Italian Restaurant, 
which offers inside and outside 
dining on fine Italian and American 
cuisines. 

Senior Living And 
Rehabilitation

The Meadows is also home to 
Aviva – A Campus for Senior Life, 
offering the full continuum of care 
on a rental basis and Tarpon Point 
Nursing and Rehabilitation, a 120-
bed rehabilitation and long-term 
care facility. Both of these facilities 
are integrated into life at The 
Meadows and offer programs to all 
residents. Call 941-377-0781 for 
information about Aviva and  
941-377-0022 for information 
about Tarpon Point. 

Sports Activities for 
Participants And Spectators
Golf: Three 18-hole courses 
encompassing 330 acres meander 
throughout The Meadows and 
offer varying degrees of challenge. 
The Meadows is a private course 
available to members and guests 
while the Highlands and Groves 
courses offer public and private 
play. Golf carts are equipped with a 
Visage GPS system. The Meadows 
Country Club is the only private 
club in the area to offer this highly 
desired feature for its golfing 
membership. Become part of our 
diverse membership and enjoy 
social or competitive golf for men, 
women and couples. Our “Kids Play 
Free” program encourages children 
to learn the skills and techniques to 
enjoy the game of golf. 

Our PGA professionals offer 
free clinics, golf lessons and club 

fitting year-round and the excellent 
practice areas take shots to the next 
level. Many diverse golf venues are 
available including ladies’ leagues, 
guest days, MGA Ryder Cup and 
MGA Barrett Nichols Tournament, 
Meadows resident rates and much 
more. Call 941-378-5153 for 
information.

Fitness: The country club’s 
fitness center is much more than 
a “gym” with its individual and 
group sessions to fit a wide range 
of fitness, athletic and health and 
wellness goals. Master Level 
Practitioners are available to assist 
with muscle and mobility issues, 
sports and athletic training, pre-op 
programs, post-op rehabilitation 
programs, active isolated stretch 
programs, health and wellness 
programs and so much more. 

Slow Flow, relaxed and sports 
yoga classes are available to fit 
many different needs. Newly added 
dance classes include beginner tap 
and beginner jazz. These are added 
to long-running, ever-popular 
water aerobics and stretch and tone 
classes. Call 941-371-6000 x 228 
for information.

Tennis: Our tennis program is 
heralded as one of the finest on the 
West Coast of Florida. Seventeen 
Har-Tru Courts, 15 of which are 
lighted, are the centerpiece of the 
facility. USPTA staff, tree-canopied 
courts and stadium-style seating, 
coupled with a large outside deck 
for socializing and dining are 
among the center’s amenities. 
Individual or group coaching 
sessions are available and include 
such venues as cardio tennis, drill 
and play and more. There is a club 
singles championship, a mens’ 
drop-in doubles venue, tennis 
camps for the youth and a Courts 
and Cocktails social venue as well. 
If you have not played in a while, 
call the tennis center to make an 
appointment with the director for 
a complimentary discussion of 
your goals as well as an evaluation 
to determine how to match you 
with others for your immediate 
enjoyment. Call 941-378-5265 for 
information. 

Pickleball: Combining the 
elements of tennis, badminton 
and table tennis, pickleball is 
one of the fastest growing sports 
in North America. Two to four 
players use solid paddles made 
of wood or composite materials. 
The story goes that it got its name 
from a dog named Pickles, who 
would retrieve the ball and run 
off with it, hence pickleball. The 
Meadows has two pickleball courts 
open to all residents and country 

club members. Information about 
pickleball clinics is published 
regularly in The Meadoword. Call 
941-377-2300 for information. 

Children’s Playground: Our 
youngest residents and visitors 
have a place of their own in The 
Meadows as well. Adults can 
enjoy a shady spot on our swinging 
bench while their children enjoy 
the playground, which is equipped 
with a slide, swings and monkey 
bars. The playground is located in 
the recreation area by the pickleball 
courts. Call 941-377-2300 for 
information.

Basketball: Basketball is a team 
sport traditionally played with 
two teams each with five players 
competing to score the highest 
number of baskets (points) in a set 
period of time. Court time in The 
Meadows can also be used to practice 
shooting techniques or simply for 
great exercise. The basketball court is 
open to all residents and country club 
members and is located adjacent to 
the children’s playground and is open 
at all times. Call 941-377-2300 for 
information.

Bocce: Bocce’s ancestry can be 
traced back to the Roman Empire 
and is very popular today across 
the globe. It is traditionally played 
on natural soil or asphalt courts, 
90 feet long. Games can be played 
with as few as two players or as 
many as two teams each with two 
players. Some of the tactics can get 
quite complex, but knowledgeable 
assistance can be provided with 
advance notice. Bocce is played 
every Wednesday at 3 p.m. near 
the memorial garden behind the 
MCA. Advance sign up is required 
at the MCA. Call 941-960-5128 for 
information.

Marilyn Maleckas—MCA Board Vice President and Kathy Gibson—Administrative Services Coordinator
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Horseshoes: Horseshoes is a lawn 
game traditionally played with two 
players or two teams each with two 
players. The objective is to throw 
horseshoes at metal stakes in the 
ground to score points. The game’s 
unique scoring system gave rise to 
the expression, “Close only counts 
in horseshoes.” Horseshoes are 
played every Wednesday at 3 p.m. 
near the memorial garden behind 
the MCA. Advance sign up is 
required at the MCA. Call  
941-960-5128 for information.

Cornhole: In cornhole, players 
take turns throwing bags of corn 
or beans at a raised platform with 
a hole in its center. One point is 
awarded for the bag reaching the 
platform with three points for 
putting it in the hole. The game is 
won by the first team to score 21. 
Cornhole is played every Thursday 
at 3 p.m. on the patio behind the 
MCA. Advance sign up is required 
at the MCA. Call 941-960-5128 for 
information.

Croquet: Croquet is a game that 
involves hitting plastic or wooden 
balls with a mallet through metal 
hoops (called wickets in the U.S.) 
that are embedded in a grassed 
court. It is easy to learn but 
challenging to master. Croquet is 
played every Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
near the pickleball courts. Call 
941-960-5128 for information.

Bicycle Club: Whether for exercise, 
enjoyment, socialization or pure 
enjoyment of being outdoors with 
friends, The Meadows Bicycle Club 
may just be for you. All levels of 
bicycling and enjoyment await new 
participants. The Meadows Bicycle 
Club meets every Wednesday at 
9:15 a.m. at The Meadows Shopping 
Village sign across from the Willow 
Links Condominium Association. 
Sign up is not required. Email  
jtimke5@gmail.com for information. 

Ping Pong: Ping pong (or table 
tennis as it is frequently called) 
is played with two players or two 
teams of two players each that hit 
a lightweight ball back and forth 

Spotlight on 

The Meadows’ Lifestyle, Activities and Amenities
using small paddles. The game 
is fast-paced and requires quick 
actions. All residents are invited 
to play on a table located at the 
Centre Court Lounge, where you 
can also enjoy a great meal every 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. Sign up is not 
required. Call 941-960-5128 for 
information.

Nine-Ball Billiards: Nine-ball 
billiards is typically played at a 
fast pace and trick shots are very 
common. There are nine balls, 
each numbered one to nine, plus a 
cue ball. On each shot the first ball 
the cue ball contacts must be the 
lowest-numbered ball on the table, 
but the balls need not be pocketed 
in order. If a player pockets any 
ball on a legal shot, he remains 
at the table for another shot, and 
continues until he misses, fouls, 
or wins the game by pocketing the 
nine-ball. All residents are invited 
to play on a table located at the 
Centre Court Lounge, where you 
can enjoy drinks every Thursday at 
6 p.m. Sign up is not required. Call 
941-960-5128 for information.

Professional Sporting Events: 
Throughout the year, the MCA 
Community Activities Committee 
schedules bus trips to professional 
sporting events such as the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers and Tampa Bay 
Rays. These trips are announced 
approximately 60 days in advance 
and the cost of the excursion 
typically includes tickets and 
transportation. Trip information 
will be published in The 
Meadoword. Call 941-377-2300 
for information.

Hot Stove League: It is not a 
league per se but the name denotes 
the idea of fans sitting around a hot 
stove in the winter months talking 
about their favorite baseball players 
and teams. In the 20th century, 
it became a popular off-season 
pastime for baseball announcers, 
fans and columnists to sit around 
and offer opinions and predictions 
on the players and possible 
trades that could take place. For 
more information, contact Mark 
Pienkos at 262-325-8039 or 
markpienkos2012@gmail.com.

Special Interest Clubs
Garden Club: When your 
interests span across a wide 
range of gardening, landscaping, 
floral design, care of orchids 
and bromeliads, native planting 
lectures and much more, this is the 
group to join. This new club has 
already had presentations from 
noted Sarasota County authorities 
on Florida-friendly plants and 

landscaping. The program’s arena 
is wide-ranging and includes actual 
planting in The Meadows Memorial 
Garden. Trips to local nurseries, 
garden tours and more design 
workshops are in the plans for 2019. 
Information about Garden Club 
meetings and functions is published 
monthly in The Meadoword. Email 
mbabineau50@gmail.com for 
information. 

American Wine Society Club: 
Have you heard it through the 
grapevine? It is true. The Meadows 
is now home to its own official 
chapter of the American Wine 
Society (AWS). This is a great 
opportunity to sip, savor and share. 
The chapter is open to anyone 
interested in learning more about 
wine, food pairings, wine dinners 
and meeting neighbors with similar 
interests. Information about AWS 
Club meetings and functions is 
published in The Meadoword. 
Email dianecamprob@gmail.com 
for information.

Book Club: The MCA Book 
Club meets at the MCA the second 
Wednesday each month at 2 p.m. to 
discuss a variety of books, some even 
written by our talented Meadows 
residents. The list of meeting 
dates and book titles are published 
monthly in The Meadoword. 
Email gbernier36@aol.com for 
information.

Car Club: This club formed in 
2018 and is off to a roaring start. 
It’s open to all vehicles on wheels, 
including motorcycles, golf 
carts and antique cars. Prizes are 
awarded in different categories and 
are selected by the many visitors 
who come to enjoy the show. Stop 
by the shopping village on the third 
Saturday of every month from  
10 a.m. to noon to learn more 
about cars. The club's annual car 
show is held in April. Call  
941-960-5128 for information. 

Entertainment/Games/
Crafts/Hobbies
Bingo: This activity is open to 
all residents and is a fun way to 
socialize, meet new neighbors and 
win cash prizes. Beginning in May, 
bingo will be played at the MCA 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. (doors open at 6). Until 
May, bingo dates are published 
monthly in The Meadoword. Call 
941-960-5128 for information. 

Game Nights: This evening event 
offers the opportunity to play a 
wide variety of board games—
bring friends or meet new friends 
and join in with them. Attendees 
can select from more than a 
dozen board games as well as 
take instruction on introductory 
Mahjong. Opportunities exist 
to join various groups to play 
Mahjong as well. Game nights 
happen one Sunday per month—
dates and times are listed monthly 
in The Meadoword. Call  
941-377-2300 for information. 

Mahjong: Mahjong is a tile-based 
game that originated in China in 
which each player is given 14 
tiles. To get a Mahjong, a player 
must arrange tiles into four sets 
and a pair. Mahjong is played 
every Monday at 9 a.m. at the 
MCA. Sign up is not required. Call 
941-378-5055 for information. 
Information about Mahjong at the 
country club is published monthly 
in The Meadoword. 

Bridge: Opportunities exist to 
join various groups to play once or 
several times per week. Also, there 
are opportunities to play duplicate 
bridge and join a men’s group as 
well. Bridge is played the first, 
third and fifth Wednesday monthly 
and every Friday at the MCA at 
12:30 p.m. Duplicate bridge is 
played every Saturday at 1 p.m., 
November through April at the 
MCA. Call Jo Blowers at 941-
371-5271 to sign up for Wednesday 
bridge and Bill Thompson at  
941-379-7955 to sign up for Friday 
bridge. Email  
mcaduplicate@gmail.com to 
sign up for Saturday bridge. 
Information about bridge at the 
country club is published monthly 
in The Meadoword. 

Marilyn Maleckas—MCA Board Vice President and Kathy Gibson—Administrative Services Coordinator
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Craft Group: This enthusiastic 
and talented organization always 
welcomes new members, including 
those new to designing and 
creating craft items to professional 
artists. They conduct an annual 
Craft Fair in November. The group 
donates approximately $7,000 to 
local charities annually. In 2018, 
these Sarasota charities included 
Baby Basics, Resurrection House, 
Inc., SPARCC (Safe Place and 
Rape Crisis Center) and The 
Haven. Many local sponsors 
donate raffle items during the 
fair. The Craft Group meets every 
Wednesday at 9 a.m. and no sign 
up is necessary. Call 941-377-2300 
for information.

Annual Garage Sale: Each year, 
Meadows residents have the 
opportunity to sell household items 
they no longer use at this event on 
the Saturday before Thanksgiving. 
The sale takes place behind the 
shopping village businesses from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Residents not only 
look forward to finding great deals 
at the sale, but also the chance to 
meet new neighbors. Registration 
for this event is toward the end of 
October. Details are published in 
The Meadoword in the fall. Call 
941-377-2300 for information.

Annual Photo Show: This amateur 
event, which began in 1982, 
offers residents and their families 
the opportunity to display their 
color or black-and-white photos 
and compete for first, second or 
third prize in each category. The 
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event takes place every February 
over a two-day period and is a 
great opportunity for amateur 
photographers and visitors to 
enjoy all the photographic beauty 
displayed. The event culminates 
with “Concert in the Park” 
behind the MCA. Residents sit 
under the shade of a tent and enjoy 
the music of Betty Comora and Her 
Happy Jazz Band. Entry details are 
published in The Meadoword in 
December and January. Call 941-
960-5128 for information.

Annual Celebration of Fine 
Arts: Since 1992, our talented 
residents have displayed their 
artwork at the Celebration of 
Fine Arts every March. This is 
an outstanding show and sale of 
a variety of art forms including 
painting, photography, ceramics 
and note cards. Entry details are 
published in The Meadoword every 
December and January. Email 
pfarrell@culturalresearch.com for 
information.

Open Art Studio: Every Thursday 
from 9 a.m. until noon, anyone 
who enjoys getting together to 
paint or draw is welcome to join 
professional artists and Meadows 
residents, Melinda Gordan and 
Claire Hamilton, at the Dickens 
Center Library at the country club 
for “Open Art Studio.” Participants 
can create, network with fellow 
artists and be inspired. Everyone 
is welcome, all levels and abilities. 
There is no charge for Meadows 
Country Club members and there 
is a charge of $5 per session to 
nonmembers. Bring your own 
supplies and get creative! There 
is also the opportunity to arrange 
specific classes with instruction, if 
desired. Email mpgordan@gmail.
com to register.

Meadows Chorus: The Meadows 
Chorus is a non-profit, vocal 
ensemble comprised of dedicated 
singers who volunteer and commit 
to rehearsals and performances 
and  promote and pursue the 
goal of quality performance. The 
chorus performs both secular and 
sacred music for senior care and 
retirement communities and a 
broad audience in and around the 
Sarasota-Bradenton area. Details 

about performances are published 
regularly in The Meadoword. 
Email meadowschorus@gmail.com 
for information.

Lending Library: The Meadows 
Lending Library is located in the 
MCA Community Center. Our 
group of library volunteers works 
diligently to keep the library stocked 
and orderly. Residents may donate or 
borrow books, six at a time. Stop in 
and check out our vast selection of 
reading material, puzzles and more.  
Call 941-377-2300 for information.

Watercolor Painting Classes: 
Watercolor painting is a technique 
or method in which the paint is 
made of pigment suspended in a 
water-based solution. Watercolor 
refers to both the medium and 
the resultant artwork. Watercolor 
classes are a great opportunity to 
discover the “latent” artist in each 
of you or to advance your technique 
and results. Information about 
classes is published monthly in The 
Meadoword. Call 941-366-2866 for 
information. 

Health And Wellness
Mindfulness Meditation: 
Mindfulness is the gentle effort to 
be present with one's experience. A 
Meadows resident leads this multi-
session, secular course, which 
teaches the basics of mindfulness 
meditation and the postures that 
will allow you to benefit the most 
from your practice. Information 
about this course will be published 
in The Meadoword.

“Get on Your Feet”: Join staff 
from Aviva – A Campus for Senior 
Life for a three-week balance training 
program, focusing on improving 
balance, decreasing the risk of falling 
and “keeping you on your feet.” The 
sessions feature a “Get up and get 
going” lecture and three “Put one 
foot in front of the other” classes. 

Information about classes will be 
published in The Meadoword. 

Aging in Place Seminar: Join 
your friends and neighbors as well 
as staff from Aviva – A Campus 
for Senior Life for an informative 
panel discussion and health 
symposium featuring industry 
experts in home wellness, senior 
safety, elder law, downsizing 
and mobility as we dive into the 
important topic of aging safely in 
our homes. Information about this 
function will be published in The 
Meadoword.

Fitness, Walking and Jogging 
Trails: With miles of canopied 
trails dedicated to nature walking, 
bicycling and jogging throughout 
scenic paths in The Meadows, 
there is a consensus that fitness 
and wellness begin here. We 
are often told that these trails 
throughout the community, coupled 
with its proximity to everything 
Sarasota has to offer, are one of 
the top reasons buyers choose 
to settle here. Fourteen miles of 
trails meander throughout the 
community for resident enjoyment. 

Fun, Fitness Fridays: In addition 
to the vast array of fitness and 
wellness classes offered at the 
country club’s fitness center, this 
class is conducted for a nominal 
donation at the MCA, 9-10 a.m. 
every Friday. This class provides 
the opportunity to participate in 
combinations of strength training, 
low-impact aerobics and the use 
of TheraBands and ends with 
stretching. Sign up is not required. 
Call 941-377-2300 for information. 
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Socializing/Dining/Events 
Open to All Meadows 
Residents
Special MCA Events: Oscar 
night party, Valentine’s Day 
social, Singles Mingle, Halloween 
party, Hanukkah supper, holiday 
party: Organized by the MCA’s 
Community Activities Committee, 
these events have become so 
popular that they sell out fast and 
have become annual events, such 
as the holiday party, the menorah 
lighting and Hanukkah supper, the 
Halloween party and Valentines’ 
Day social, Oscar night party, 
Singles Mingle and more. Some 
events are held at the MCA and 
others are held at The Meadows 
Country Club. The menu and venue 
change with the occasion and 
almost always include music, dining 
and entertainment. Information 
about all social events is published 
regularly in The Meadoword. Call 
941-377-2300 for information.

Additionally, four dining 
options exist which are open to 
all Meadows residents. These 
include the Centre Court Lounge 
at The Meadows Country Club and 
three in the shopping village—the 
Golden Daisy Cafe, Meadows 
Village Pub and the Mona Lisa 
Italian Restaurant. 

Socializing/dining/events 
open to country club social, 
tennis and golf members
Chef’s Table: The Fountain 
View Lounge is transformed one 
Saturday per month into a culinary 
experience for members and their 
guests. Reservations are definitely 
required for this venue, which 
features a choice between two 
wonderful menus that change each 
week. This three-course menu 
can be paired with wine selected 
especially to accompany each 
course. Why travel far when such a 
gourmet delight can be had right in 
your own backyard? Call  
941-378-2135 for information.

Trivia and Dinner: Enjoy a 
bountiful buffet of three entrees, 
a soup and salad bar, dessert 
bar and more while you await a 
challenging game of trivia with 
the chance to win cash prizes. 
Condominium associations 

frequently take multiple tables 
and compete with each other 
or multiple associations for the 
prizes. It is brain-twisting and 
fun to socialize with friends and 
neighbors at the same time. New to 
the club? Please join us. You may 
be paired with the winning team 
and have new lifelong friends. Call 
941-378-2135 for information.

Awesome Weekday Dinner Ideas: 
Take the guesswork out of “what’s 
for dinner” and let the country club 
prepare it for you. On Tuesday, 
enjoy the Burgers and Brew social 
at the Fountain View Lounge, on 
Wednesdays enjoy the chef’s live 
demonstration and preparation of 
made-to-order pasta with loads of 
choices to include in your special 
dish. Thursdays are prime rib 
nights. This is followed by made-
to-order pizza on Fridays in the 
Centre Court Lounge. On Sunday, 
enjoy a fabulous Sunday brunch 
buffet with made-to-order omelets, 
bacon, waffles, salad bar, hash 
brown potatoes, ham and varying 
other items that change weekly. 
Call 941-378-2135 for information.

Special Country Club Dining 
Events: On a regular basis, 
members can join their friends at 
numerous dining and social events 
which include Super Bowl parties, 
Mediterranean Night, seafood 
buffet, the monthly member social, 
dinner dances, the tennis social 
and much more. Some of these 
take place at the Regency Room 
and some at the tennis facility. Call 
941-378-2135 for information.

Women’s Club: New in 2018 and 
off to a roaring start with sold-out 
luncheons featuring informative 
and entertaining guest speakers as 
well as a fabulous fashion show 
from the local Chico’s boutique at 
UTC Mall. Stay tuned for a 2019 
exciting calendar of events, speaker 
presentations and surprise activities 
as well. Call 941-378-2135 for 
information.

Lectures/Day Trips/Lifelong 
Learning
Lectures and Lifelong Learning: 
Many various programs will be 
held throughout the year and are 

open to all Meadows residents. 
These include programs on the arts 
and sciences provided by various 
organizations throughout Sarasota 
as well as programs on various 
ethnic food origins, criminal justice 
lectures, etc. See The Meadoword 
for an up-to-date calendar. 

Meadows “U”: University-style 
lifelong learning programs featuring 
prominent executives from 
neighboring Sarasota businesses 
and nonprofits with presentations 
designed to keep The Meadows 
community in the forefront of local 
news and to keep the community 
informed of the latest innovations 
and events in town. Kicking off 
the 2019 program is an executive 
from the renowned Mote Marine 
Laboratory & Aquarium speaking 
about the new $130 million planned 
Aquarium and Science Center 
in January. In February, David 
Hutchinson, Executive Director, 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan 
Planning Organization will speak 
about future transportation plans/
systems that will affect The 
Meadows. Also, in February, 
Basch Glass Collection docent 
tour at the Ringling College of 
Art + Design, just to name a few. 
Email lovelywrds@aol.com for 
information.

Assembly of Property Owners: 
The Assembly of Property 
Owners of The Meadows sets us 
apart from other communities 
by providing a formal body 
consisting of representatives for 
each of the 52 associations that 
make up The Meadows and five 
representatives for the individual 
single-family homeowners. The 
Assembly meets monthly to 
advise the board on key issues, 
review the budget and oversee 
the nomination and election of 
board members. The meetings 
also provide a valuable forum 
for association leaders to share 
experiences and ideas. Meetings 
are held the third Wednesday 
monthly at 4 p.m., October through 
May (except December), and 
are open to all property owners. 
Email mikemca18@gmail.com for 
information.

All Around Tours, Chartered 
Bus Trips: Throughout the year, a 
variety of scheduled trips designed 
for Meadows residents will take 
place with pick-up and delivery 
directly from and to The Meadows. 
These trips fill up quickly and 
space is limited. All Around 
Tours has a catalog of day trips 
and overnight trips additionally 
available with pick-up at a nearby 
Cattlemen Road facility. These 
trips are escorted, guided and well-
planned in air-conditioned buses 
and are all reasonably priced. Call 
941-488-9393 for information.

Electronic Device Learning: Are 
you looking for assistance with 
your iPhone, laptop, iPad, tablet 
or e-reader? You have come to 
the right place when you sign up 
for Electronic Device Learning 
with David Stoltie. Sessions are 
available on a complimentary, 
30-minute basis the first Thursday 
of each month with pre-registration 
required at the MCA. Additional 
tutorials are available on a private 
consulting basis for a nominal fee. 
Call 941-377-2300 for information. 

Memoirs and Life Writing 
Group: Describing significant 
events that happened in your life 
and hearing the same from others 
is what The Meadows Memoirs 
and Life Writing Group is about. 
All are welcome, from beginning 
writers to experienced authors. The 
Meadows Memoirs and Life Writing 
Group uses a workshop approach. 
Those who have written an article 
distribute it to the members who give 
constructive and helpful feedback. 
The group meets the first and third 
Monday of each month, January 
through April. We have added a bi-
monthly class for residents to hone 
their writing skills, information about 
which is published monthly in The 
Meadoword. Email  
barnettink@aol.com for information.

Be sure to register for Constant 
Contact on our website,  
www.themeadowssarasota.org, to 
receive email updates on activities 
and other important information 
from the MCA.

If you would like a printout of 
our activities, stop by the MCA 
office to pick up a copy.
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Events at
The Meadows Country Club

Ashley Watts 
Private Catering Sales Director, The Meadows Country Club

Do you or a loved one have a 
special event such as an anniversary, 
birthday, celebration of life, baby 
shower or bar mitzvah coming up? Are 
you looking for the perfect location for 
your book club, ladies luncheon, men’s 
poker game, training seminar or a work 
appreciation event? 
Then look no further. 
Private Events at The 
Meadows Country 
Club is your one stop 
shop to make these 
events and meetings 
exactly what you 
have been looking 
for – membership in 
the country club is not 
required.

The Meadows 
Country Club has 
seven venues to choose 
from, spread out over 300 acres of 
beautiful golf courses and preserves. 
We can cater private parties of 10 or 
large events, including as many as 200. 

The team of event planners, 
chefs and beverage specialists at The 
Meadows Country Club are available 
to help you build the perfect occasion 
for your guests, at no extra charge.  
Our services include:

• Event planning, including 
invitations, food selections, table plans 
and decorating to support your style 
and theme.

• Venue selection from one of our 
seven beautiful locations, including a 
cocktail party on the deck, a private 

dinner at sunset 
overlooking the pond 
or a luau BBQ around 
our tropical oasis pool. 

• Seminar and training 
options with classroom 
seating and multiple 
rooms for seminars 
or training and food 
options beginning at $15 
per person.

• A technical 
department that can 
provide projector and 
screens, microphones 

or mobile sound system.
Whatever stage of planning you 

are in we can help you do it all. The 
possibilities are endless. 

Please feel free to stop by or 
call me at 941-371-6000 ext 233 and 
see what I can do to make your next 
meeting or event as special as it’s 
supposed to be. 

Blood Platelet Drive
Feb 28 • 9 a.m.–1:30 p.m.
MCA Parking Lot 

Be Our 
Hero...
DONORS 
NEEDED!

Call Lisa Fratoni
917-0142

to schedule  
an appointment 

Attention, 

attention!! 

Read first  

before booking 

an event 

anywhere else!!

A wedding event at The Meadows Country Club. Photo credit: Kimberly Dyer
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News from The
Meadows Country Club

Feb/Mar Events
Golf—Call The Golf Pro Shop for Information 378-5153

Feb 1—Cobra Golf & Srixon / Cleveland, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Feb 1—Mixed Pairs Scotch Scramble, 12:30 p.m.
Feb 3—Guest Day
Feb 6—Mulligans & Martinis, Clinic 3:30 p.m., Cocktails 4:30 p.m.
Feb 7—Callaway Golf , 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Feb 10—Mixed Pairs Valentine’s Day, 12:30 p.m.
Feb 12—LGA Mrs. Ryder’s Folly, 9 a.m.
Feb 12—Taylormade Golf, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Feb 13—MGA Social, Golf Jeopardy, Regency Room, 4 p.m.
Feb 16—Meadows Pro Birdie A Thon
Feb 26—LGA Championship, 9 a.m.
Mar 3—Guest Day
Mar 5—LGA Member/Guest
Mar 6—Mulligans & Martinis, Clinic 3:30 p.m., Cocktails 4:30 p.m.
Mar 7–9— MGA Member/Guest
Mar 7—Ping Golf Mobile Fitting Van, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Mar 10—Mixed Pairs St. Patrick’s Day, 12:30 p.m.
Mar 14—Taylormade Golf, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mar 15—Cobra Golf, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mar 15—Think Pink
Mar 23 & 30 MGA Championships
Mar 24—Canada Day
Mar 27—MGA Social, Live Entertainment, Regency Room, 4 p.m.
March 28—Srixon / Cleveland, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Mar 29—Mixed Pairs Scotch Scramble, 12:30 p.m.

Tennis—Call The Tennis Pro Shop for Information 378-5265
Feb 1—Friday Night Drill & Pizza Night
Feb 6—Courts & Cocktails, Clinic 3:30pm, Cocktails 4:30 p.m.
Feb 9—Fast Four Valentines Mixed Doubles 
Feb 11–16—Meadows/USTA Florida Super Senior Grand Prix
Feb 23—Pro Staff Team Tennis Fashion Show RR & Luncheon
Mar 2—Guest Day
Mar 2—Think Pink Ladies Tennis Fashion Show RR & Luncheon
Mar 6—Courts & Cocktails, Clinic 3:30 p.m., Cocktails 4:30 p.m.
Mar 12–16—Club Mixed Doubles Championships
Mar 30—Meadows Member/Guest

Dining & Social—Call for Reservations 378-2135
Feb 8—Monthly Member Social, FVL Patio, 5 p.m.
Feb 9—Valentines Dinner Dance, Regency Room, 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Feb 14—Wine & Dine, Regency Room, 6 p.m.
Feb 19—Speakers Bureau, Regency Room, 4 p.m.
Feb 22—Seafood Night, Regency Room
Feb 28—Trivia Night, Regency Room, 5:30 p.m. 
Mar 8—Women’s Club Luncheon, Regency Room
Mar 8—Monthly Member Social, FVL Patio, 5 p.m.
Mar 12—Speakers Bureau, Regency Room, 4 p.m.
Mar 17—St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Dance, Regency Room, 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Mar 22—Seafood Night, Regency Room
Mar 28—Trivia Night, Regency Room, 5:30 p.m.

Fitness Activities—Call for more details 371-6000 x 228
Water Aerobics—Monday, Wednesday & Fridays at (TBA) (weather 
permitting, fees apply for Fridays) members and their guests only 
Balance Class—Fridays at 12:30 p.m. space is limited, fees apply, registration 
required; contact Rebecca at the Fitness Center for fees and availability
Yoga—Beginner/Relaxed, Mondays at 4 p.m.; $12-member fee & guest of a 
member, $17 cash, nonmember fee
Sports Yoga—Thursdays @ 9:30 a.m. $12.00 for member & guests, $17 cash 
nonmember. 
Wednesday Slow Flow Yoga—10 a.m. $12 form members & guests (club 
account) $17 for non (cash only)
Stretch & Tone—Tuesday & Thursdays at 8:30 a.m., free with fitness privileges
Tap & Jazz for beginners with Bonnie Gray—Wed @5:15 Tap & 6 p.m. jazz 
Limited Free spots available for TMCC Members, contact Bonnie to RSVP and 
get rates for non-members; 727-709-0199
Tai Chi—returns contact the fitness center for schedules and fees

Activities in the Dickens Center
Ladies Bridge—1st & 3rd Wed & 2nd & 4th Fri, 1 p.m. – sign up on podium 
in Dickens lobby.
Men’s Bridge—Every Tue, 1 p.m. – call Bill at 379-7955 to sign up.
Mahjong—Every Fri, 9:30 a.m. to noon – call Dotty at 342-9890 to sign up.
Water colors—(by appointment only) Thursday @ 9:30 contact Carolyn  
366-2866 – class fee is $30.

ALL DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 941-371-6000.
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February is a month filled 
with flowers, food and romantic 
thoughts of love in the celebration 
of Valentine’s Day. However, this 
day is remembered quite differently 
within our family. On February 
14, 2008, at approximately 7 a.m., 
my father Bob Cowles clutched 
his chest in excruciating pain and 
collapsed onto the bed. Over the 
next 21 hours, medical personnel 
made split second decisions and 
took actions that pitted their skill 
and knowledge against a medical 
emergency that should have proven 
fatal. If not for the gift of life in the 
form of blood donations, it most 
certainly would have. You see, 
Bob received 69 units of blood and 
plasma products from 59 different 
donors. 

The Meadows next blood 
drive is scheduled for February 
7, from 7am to 1pm in the MCA 
parking lot. Would you consider 
being someone's special Valentine, 
more than that, a hero, a lifesaver, 
the giver of life itself? It takes less 

than an hour to be a donor and 
in doing so you may provide a 
neighbor and their family a chance 
to hug, love and make memories 
with one another for years to come.

This February 14, Valentine’s 
Day, as Bob celebrates the 11th 
anniversary of new life, our local 
non-profit blood bank SunCoast 
Blood Bank (SCBB) celebrates 
its 70th year, having been founded 
on Feb 14, 1949. Not all blood 
banks are the same. Our little 
community blood bank, SCBB, 
makes an enormous impact upon 

2019 Meadows 

Blood Drive
Ken Cowles

the vibrancy of our community and 
those who live here. The reality 
is that our local area medical 
facilities and surgeons could 
not operate without an adequate 
supply, cancer patients could not 
be treated, mothers would be at 
risk giving birth, and those needing 
regular transfusions would not 
receive them. Live here. Give here. 
SAVES here.

Many of you know Bob 
Cowles and Ken Cowles as realtors 
serving The Meadows community. 
Recently they have volunteered to 

take over the much-needed role as 
chairpersons for The Meadows’ 
Blood Drives. In the coming months 
they would like to share your stories 
of where you or a loved one’s life 
was changed as a result of receiving 
the gift of life, a blood product. If 
you would like to share your story 
you may contact them at Realty 
Services, Inc., 941-954-4443, or 
Ken@KenCowles.com.

Come join us February 7 
between the hours of 7am and 
1pm in The Meadows Community 
Association parking lot. Climb 
aboard the Blood Mobile and give 
a pint, be a hero, save a life. 

As the chair for this event 
I would like to challenge our 
Meadows community. This past 
drive, The Meadows community 
of Life Savers donated 29 units of 
blood. Can we celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of our local blood 
bank by reaching a goal of 70 
units? Let's make this happen...
Be a Hero! Save a life! Give 
Blood!
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Who Watches Your Property 
When You Are Away?

Consider someone who:
• Has a home watch business and carries liability insurance
• Has numerous references of satisfied Meadows clients
• Has repair capability and is on call 24/7 for emergencies
• Provides written record of every aspect of your home’s checkup
• Is a Meadows resident and property owner for over 15 years

Call me to see why I say… 
“There is no traffic jam on the extra mile”

Hal Poschmann • 941.284.4315
poschmann@comcast.net 

For those of you who sensed 
that 2018 was a “wet” year, your 
senses didn’t fail you. The Meadows 
received approximately 60 inches 
of rainfall, well above normal. 
You may also have sensed that the 
rainfall pattern was erratic in 2018 
as June was well below normal 
(approximately one-half) while 
two months – May and December 
– were unexpectedly rainy with 

2018 Meadows 

Rainfall Analysis
Roy Wysnewski

record amounts. In fact, there were 
moments during the downpours on 
December 20 when we wondered if 
the rain would ever end!

For weather enthusiasts who, 
over their morning cup of coffee, 
check the Sarasota Herald-Tribune 
for rainfall data recorded at the 
Sarasota-Bradenton International 
Airport, you probably questioned 
your senses because they certainly 
didn’t reflect what you read in the 
paper. That’s because the airport 
data frequently is less than that 
measured in The Meadows. During 
2018 we recorded more rainfall 
every month. Most notable were 
the months of June and August 
when The Meadows recorded 
70% more than the airport! One 
explanation for this difference 
is that rainfall totals increase, 
especially during the rainy months 
of June through September, from 
the Gulf eastward with the greatest 
difference from I-75 eastward. The 
Meadows practically borders I-75, 
hence a greater rainfall difference. 

Roy Wysnewski is a 
Meadows resident and amateur 
meteorologist. He has been 
collecting rainfall data in the 
Tampa Bay area for more than 
21 years as a National Weather 
Service Weather Spotter.

February 23 & 24
10 am to 3 pm

37th Annual
Community Photo Show

MCA
Community Center
2004 Longmeadow
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Death
Bob Barnett

Was it the old photographs that 
have rekindled images of my brother 
Dick or was it the visual images 
long-etched into my brain, of our 
childhood together walking to our 
elementary school in all seasons 
or sitting lazily and impatiently 
in the family car in route to our 
grandparents’ houses on Sunday 
afternoons? These memories mesh 
with others – ages 2 and 3 we are 
in a large kitchen sink soaked in 
warm water ready for our mother 
to complete our hair washing. In 
later years we are playing cards, 
Monopoly or Chinese Checkers in 
our basement. We would concoct 
plays and shows together in the 
1950s to entertain our stay-at-home 
friends and neighbors, who seemed 
not to care if we had talent, but 

would clap appreciably afterwards. 
We created a lemonade stand in the 
stifling heat of summer and sold 
our liquid concoctions in paper 
cups. As young teens we would 
take our tennis racquets to nearby 
Cunningham Park and get some 
exercise while running after mishit 
tennis balls. 

I also remember stealthily 
sneaking into his bedroom to retrieve 
his Hardy Boys mystery books after 
I finished reading my stash of Nancy 
Drew and Cherry Ames, student 
nurse, books. We shared so much; 
like twins were we—only 1 year, 1 
month and 1 day apart in ages. I was 
the older one who married eight or 
so years before he did but he was 
the super success. Who knew that 
he would get a free ride to MIT 

after graduating from an Ivy League 
school? Who knew that he would go 
on to become the head of research 
and development for the largest 
steel company in the world and then 
get recognition from newspapers 
and magazines worldwide? Who 
knew that he would be awarded five 
patents? Who could predict that he 
would author a book or two and start 
writing plays? Were there early clues 
that I missed? Who could predict that 
right after he retired in his mid 6os, 
he would be killed by a semi that he 
didn’t see when he was blinded by 
a bright afternoon sun? None of this 
was predictable, life seems to be a 
throw of the die, and that was his 
nickname for me, Di short for Diane.

And now, what is left? He left 
behind a widow, two children and 

two grandchildren, one he never met. 
And I am left with images – parting 
shots of a life well lived and a lost 
part of what makes me who I am 
– filled with visions and memories 
of my brother Dick. I am left with 
an ache in my heart recalling his 
unique sense of humor and creative 
assessments of the world around 
him. I still recall jokes that we once 
shared and will never share again. 
There will be no future images to fill 
in as we age, no more phone calls 
reviewing vacation highlights or 
grandkids antics or even ailments as 
our bodies age. I have only the past 
to cling to as images of my brother 
Dick fade. 

Remembering Dick
Diane Arch

The death of a member of your 
family leaves you with a hole in your 
life and a hole in your heart. When 
my mother died in 2001 and my 
father in 2009, I realized that at age 
66 I was an orphan. I could no longer 
call them on Saturday morning to ask 
advice, celebrate an achievement, 
give them bad news from up north, 
or just chat. I would not be able to 
visit them on Spring Break at their 

Daytona Beach, Florida condo or 
see them when they came north for 
Christmas, a funeral, a wedding, or 
a graduation. They were gone and 
all that was left were wonderful 
memories. As my memory dims, 
I count on my brother, sister, and 
wife to help me remember but their 
versions of events are often much 
different than mine and brings their 
memories of events into question. 

More than nine years later I 
sometimes have an urge on Saturday 
mornings to call Mom and Dad 
particularly if I have a question about 
a friend or place from long ago. 
At those times I really miss them 
and wish they would have written 
some of their life events down for 
us and our children. Like the time 
Dad could have caught a touchdown 
pass for the Follansbee (WV) High 

School Blue Wave against their arch-
rival Wellsburg (WV) Crusaders. 
He claimed that he was wide open 
in the end zone, but the Follansbee 
quarterback did not throw the ball to 
him and so they lost the game. Only 
Dad could embellish that story and 
tell it properly.

In the stories below Diane and 
Paul write about their memories of 
relatives who have passed away.

I was there when the news broke!
It was in the afternoon of 

December 31, 1951, that the family 
of Aunt Ethel and Uncle Ben were 
gathered at the Point Breeze home 
of her sister’s family, the Langers, 
to await news about the missing 
plane upon which Ben had embarked 
two days previously. The plane was 
a so-called unscheduled flight, so 
information was scarce.

With great trepidation, Grandpa 
Joe, a few cousins and some close 
friends had come together that day to 
await further news.

Ethel was in Miami with their 
three kids, awaiting the arrival of 
her husband who left Pittsburgh 
immediately after closing his East 
Liberty shoe store the evening of 
December 30th.

I was very close to my Uncle Ben, 

Breaking News
Paul F. Roth

who had been sort of a surrogate father 
and good-natured confidant during my 
difficult teenage years. As the husband 
of my mother’s youngest sister, at 
32, and the uncle closest to my own 
age, his friendship and understanding 
were very important in my life. He 
was capable of great compassion and 
generosity: like the time he lent me – a 
newly-licensed driver – his brand-new 
DeSoto for a date, because at that time 
I had no car at my disposal. Ironically, 
it was my girlfriend and I who had 
driven him to County Airport to meet 
his flight on the previous snowy 
evening.

The radio was droning out its 
monotonous “no further developments” 
message when the report came in that 
the wreckage of the plane had been 
found in southwestern New York State. 
After three days, a survivor managed 

to struggle through the snow-covered 
hills to a farmhouse where help was 
finally summoned.

Sometime later, they commenced 
to broadcast a list of survivors, one-
by-one, comprising about one-half of 
the passengers. Imagine the increasing 
terror and hysteria which gripped the 
assembled group as each name was 
read! 

Everyone was holding their 
breath…the final name was not Ben’s.

 The collective breathlessness 
erupted into unimaginable cries, 
screams and other sounds of anguish, 
of shock.

My grief was accompanied by 
my outrage at the inhumanity of the 
public broadcasting of survivors’ 
names without first contacting the 
families of those who succumbed. How 
unfeeling, how cruel, how stupid, how 

irresponsible!
As the facts unfolded, it was 

determined that the plane simply ran 
out of fuel as it attempted to extend its 
itinerary to Buffalo to pick up some 
more passengers en route to Florida. 
Fueless, it crashed into the snow-
covered hills near Salamanca, NY, with 
no subsequent explosion. 

This tragedy unfolded more than 
a half-century ago and all but two 
younger first cousins and I who were 
present are still alive. Yet the narrative 
of this personal horror story stills play 
out in my mind as if it were yesterday.
Footnote: One benefit did arise from 
this tragedy. This crash—the latest in 
a chain of fatal accidents incurred by 
the so-called “non-scheduled” airlines 
—was also one of the last! They were 
subsequently banned from operating in 
the US!

Memoirs and Life Writing Group
Describing significant events that happened in your life and hearing the same 

from others is what The Meadows Memoirs and Life Writing Group is about 
Bob Barnett—Memoirs Coordinator



The Meadoword • FEBRuARy 2019  29

Meadows “U” Has Something for You! 
Meadows “U” programs are held at the MCA Community Center unless  

otherwise noted. Programs are open to all Meadows residents. 

Presentation by David Hutchinson, Executive Director, 
Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning Organization
When: Wednesday, February 13 at 3 p.m.
Where: MCA—Lakeside Room
No RSVP Required

Details: Dave will speak on the future transportation plans/systems that will 
affect The Meadows. How to safely navigate these expanding plans as we drive, 
walk and bike will be focused on. There will be some safety handouts as well.

Big Cat Habitat
When: Wednesday, March 6, 12–3 p.m.
Cost: $18 at the gate
RSVP IN PERSON AT MCA BY FEBRUARY 28 (must sign waiver)
Transportation: You may meet at the MCA to arrange to carpool with other 
participants, leave 11:30 a.m., or arrive at Big Cat Habitat by 12 p.m. on your own.

Details: Big Cat Habitat is home to more than 150 exotic and domestic 
animals in need of a safe, permanent home. They are committed to their care 
and good health throughout their lifetime. Come see lions, tigers, bears and 
much more! There are two shows included in your admission – The Exotic 
Bird Show at 1 p.m. and The Big Cat Show at 2 p.m. There is a concession 
stand available.

Presentation by Laura Gardner, Author: The Road to 
Shine
When: Wednesday, March 13 at 11 a.m.
Where: MCA—Garden Room
RSVP: Seating is limited – email bsgard@aol.com to RSVP 

Details: While fasting in the desert on a vision 
quest, Laurie Gardner unexpectedly wrote a 
book. Filled with adventure stories, life lessons, 
and a good dose of humor, The Road to Shine 
is an inspiring true story and practical guide to 
courageously claiming your life. Several years 
later, an executive at Warner Bros. asked her 
to adapt her story into a film. The screenplay 
is currently generating promising bites in 
Hollywood. Come join us for an engaging, 
uplifting discussion on Laurie’s unique journey 

and how we can all follow our roads to shine. 

MCA Permits Friendship 
Centers to Offer  

Home-Share Program
At its November meeting, 

The Meadows Community 
Association Board of Directors 
voted unanimously to allow 
Senior Friendship Centers to hold 
meetings at the MCA and to talk 
with Meadows residents about 
their new home share program. The 
MCA is not endorsing the program 

or promoting it; we simply want to 
make it available to those residents 
who are interested. People who 
live in condo associations or HOAs 
should also check with their local 
board before committing to the 
program.

The flyer below gives some 
highlights of the program.

A neighborhood alligator enjoys the sunshine in The Meadows. Photo credit: Ken Cowles
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With Spring Training just a few 
months away, why not join in on fun 
conversations about baseball . . . and 
sports in general?

Interested baseball fans can 
meet on a regular basis to discuss 
their favorite team, baseball players, 
and memories. We’re calling these 
discussions the Hot Stove League: 
“Let’s Talk Sports!”

What exactly is the Hot Stove 
League? In baseball, Hot Stove League 
is the sport’s off-season. The phrase 
does not denote an actual league, but 
instead calls up images of baseball fans 
gathering around a hot stove during the 
cold winter months, discussing their 
favorite baseball teams and players. 
The term has also come to refer to the 
wave of off-season player transactions 
(contract negotiations, re-signings, 
trades, free agency, etc.) that occur 
between seasons. Since most free-
agent signings and trades occur during 

Hot Stove League
“Let’s talk sports!”

the off-season, this time of significant 
player transactions (including rumors 
and speculation about possible trades), 
is often referred to as the Hot Stove 
League.

That’s just what we’re going to do 
here in The Meadows! Have some fun 
talking about baseball and other sports. 
The fun begins at 9:00 a.m. on the 
following dates at the MCA:

Tuesday, February 12
Tuesday, February 26
Tuesday, March 12
Tuesday, March 19
Facilitating meetings and 

discussions will be Mark Pienkos, 
Meadows resident. Have questions? 
Feel free to contact Mark at 262-325-
8039 or markpienkos2012@gmail.com. 

Besides lively conversation, plan 
to enjoy some coffee, water, and 
donuts – FREE! It should be a lot of 
fun! PLAY BALL!

Knock three times, give the secret password and discover the mysterious world of 1931 
gangland Chicago. This show delivers loads of laughs and toe-tapping music. Fun for all ages.

To book your reservation, please call All Around Tours at 941-488-9393 and mention that you 
are with The Meadows group. Payment is due at the time of booking and can be made with 
Visa, Mastercard or check.

TOUR INCLUDES
Dinner buffet and open bar • Show

DEADLINE TO RESERvE: 2/11/19

Capone’s Dinner Theater
(Orlando)

Thursday, March 21, 2019
$71 per person

Departs The Meadows: 10:30 a.m.—Returns: 5:45 p.m.

J. Rocco’s Salon
Formerly From New York

Want a new LOOK? We can make it happen ...

935 N. Beneva Rd. (Sarasota Commons) 941-953-5299

•  Hair Care
•  Color
•  Highlights

Call us today • 941-953-5299

•  Brow & Lash Tinting
•  Gift Certificates Available

•  Low-Lights
•  Manicure / Pedicure
•  Waxing
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“A real-life political thriller authored by 
and about Bill Browder, an American financier 
in the Wild East of Russia, the murder of 
his principled young tax attorney, and his 
dangerous mission to expose the Kremlin’s 
corruption.” (From Amazon.com)

The first part of the story covers Browder’s 
journey beginning on the South Side of 
Chicago, through Stanford Business School, to 
the dog-eat-dog world of hedge fund investing 
in the 1990s. Browder made his fortune 
not in the U.S., but in Moscow, heading the 
largest investment fund in Russia after the 
Soviet Union’s collapse. But when he exposed 
the corrupt oligarchs who were robbing the 
companies in which he was investing, Vladimir 
Putin turned on him and in 2005 had him 
expelled from Russia. Thus begins the second 
part of this riveting story.

After Russian police raided Browder’s 
offices in Moscow and stole $230 million of 

taxes that his fund’s companies would have paid 
to the Russian government, his faithful attorney 
Sergei Magnitsky investigated the incident 
and uncovered a sprawling criminal enterprise. 
Sergei testified, was arrested and thrown into 
pre-trial detention. He was tortured for a year, 
taken to an isolated cell, and beaten by guards 
until he died.

Browder could not let this criminal behavior 
pass and he began an all-consuming effort to 
seek justice in Sergei’s name, exposing the 
cover-up that led him to President Putin. This is 
both a crime thriller and a political crusade, with 
one man tackling insurmountable odds to right 
the wrongs of an autocracy and its oligarchs.

Please join us at the MCA on Wednesday 
February 13 at 2 p.m. when we discuss this 
exciting and still timely book. In the meantime, 
keep on reading!

The Meadows Book Club
February 2019 Book Preview

RED NOTICE: A True Story of High Finance, Murder, and One Man’s Fight for Justice by Bill Browder
Geraldine “Jerry” Bernier

The Meadows
Book CluB

(Meets on 2nd Wednesday of the month at 2 p.m. at the MCA)

Administration Joanne Simons 377-2682 simonsjc1@gmail.com 
Meeting Coordinator Jerry Bernier 487-7514 gbernier36@aol.com
Luncheon Caryl Magnus 378-5055 carylmagnus@verizon.net

February 13  Red Notice: A True Story of High Finance, Murder, and One Man’s Fight 
for Justice by Bill Browder ..........................Leaders: Jay and Naomi Stonehill

March 13 Nutshell by Ian McEwan ............................................... Leader: Caryl Magnus

April 10 A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles ...............Leader: Janet Thompson

May 8 Growing Up In The Last Small Town by Bob Barnett .... Leader: Bob Barnett

SeaSon 2018 – 2019 TiTleS

Many thanks to year-round 
volunteers Elaine Arzberger, Karen 
Cler, Phyllis Goldberg, Denise 
Hodgson, Bobbie Hover, Dee 
Matejka, Barb Merten, Lucille 
Pohl, Shellie Ramey, Marilyn 
Schmal and Doris Simmons and 
to our seasonal volunteers – Carol 
Jahn and Millie Ransom. We said 
goodbye to June Marette who is 
back in The Meadows for the winter 
but not able to volunteer this season.

We have a nice selection of 
audiobooks on CD. We are in need 
of more large print books for your 
reading enjoyment. 

MCA residents donated some 
great books last year – Fiction 
best sellers Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman, 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste 
Ng, Red Alert by James Patterson, 
Deep Freeze by John Sandford, The 

Midnight Line by Lee Child, End 
Game by James Baldacci, and The 
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 
Towles to name a few. You will also 
find Leonardo Da Vinci by Walter 
Isaacson and Being Mortal by Atul 
Gawande in our non-fiction section. 
We are always impressed and 
grateful for the books we receive. 

If we receive duplicate books, we 
donate them to military veterans, The 
Friends Bookstore at the Fruitville 
Public Library, the Friendship 
Center on Brother Geenan Way and 
Goodwill. 

All residents and all seasonal 
visitors are welcome to take up to six 
books, puzzles and/or audiobooks on 
CD per visit on the honor system. 

A library volunteer will be happy 
to help with your selections. Come 
in and browse. The library is open 
during MCA office hours. 

MCA Library
Many thanks to our volunteers

Jean Rezabek

Climbing the Ladder, a book written by Meadows resident, Barbara Wiltse Bates was 
featured in the December issue of The Meadoword. Barbara’s book is available on Amazon and 
you now have a chance to meet her at a book signing at VIP World Travel in the shopping village 
at 4971 Ringwood Meadow on Saturday, February 16 at 3 p.m. We hope to see you there!

Meadows Resident Book Signing 
at VIP World Travel



The Meadoword • FEBRuaRy 201932

Sarasota County

Call Center
Residents have easy 

access with  
one number

861-5000
Monday thru Friday, 
8:00 am to 5:00 pm

After hours and on weekends— 
a voicemail system  

directs you to various numbers 
like roads, utilities, Sheriff’s 

Office, and more.

$50.00 for ONE HOUR
Terri Magdalinski, RN, LMT

17 Years Experience as a Registered Nurse & 
20 Years as a Licensed Massage Therapist

OFFERING THE FOLLOWING SPECIALTIES: 
Relaxing massage • Deep tissue • Medical • Aromatherapy  

Reflexology • Arthrosage • Craniosacral therapy

By Appointment Only • 941-378-4101
NEW LOCATION at The Cosmic Health and Wellness Center

(Entrance faces the parking lot)

The Meadows Shopping Village, 5041 Ringwood Meadow  
Bldg G, Sarasota, FL 34235

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
RN 1586602 • MA 20912 • MM 18803

Affordable Massage!
with its serene, natural setting…

Is the perfect place to memorialize your loved ones. Any Meadows’ resident, past 
or present, can have an engraved, granite plaque placed on the Memorial Wall.

To fi nd out more about the Garden or to order a plaque, contact
The Meadows Community Association • 941.377.2300

or email mca@meadowsca.com

with its serene, natural setting…

 TheMeadowsMemorial Garden
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Electronic Device
Training 
with Dave Stoltie

For Meadows Residents
Bring your cell phones, laptops, tablets and 
e-readers (Android and Apple devices)

Thursday, February 7, 2018

30-minute time slots available* 
*1:00 pm, 1:30 pm, 2:00 pm, 2:30 pm,  
or 3:00 pm
Lakeside Room, MCA Center

(941) 377-2300
RSVP by phone or the MCA front desk

Nathan Benderson Park
2019 Events & Programming

 

February 16—Superhero 5k Run

February 16—American Youth Cup I

February 22–24—Sarasota Invitational

PROGRAMS are ongoing at NATHAN BENDERSON PARK 
5851 Nathan Benderson Circle, Sarasota, FL 34235

•	 Indoor Rowing Fitness—Classes held daily in the beautiful Finish Tower

•	 Chi/Walking—Introduction	to	ChiWalking	method	by	a	certified	instructor-
Starting up in May

•	 Rentals—Pontoon Pedal Boat, single and double sit on top kayaks, stand up 
paddleboards, and single sculls are available to rent by the hour at NBP

•	 Learn to Row—101 & 201 courses are currently available, along with private 
lessons

•	 Dragon Boat Paddling—Courses are currently available

•	 Team Building—Rowing and Dragon Boat team building opportunities are 
available

•	 Camps—Youth Aquatics Camp will feature Kayaking, Stand Up Paddleboard, 
Rowing, Boater’s Education, Dragon Boat Paddling, RC Sailboats, and more. 

For	more	information	about	events,	up-to-date	program	scheduling,	
and pricing information, visit www.NathanBendersonPark.org

VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS NEEDED!

Honoring the Men and Women  
of our Uniformed Services

Where:  The Meadows
(Corner of Weybridge St. and Honore Ave.)
When: President’s Day — 2/18/19
 Rain Date — 2/19/19
Time: 11:00 a.m.

CEREMONY TO INCLUDE:
• Presentation of Colors by V.F.W. Post 3233 Color Guard

• Participation by the Auxiliary V.F.W Post 3233

• Guest Speaker—HMCS—Martin L. Monaco, USN (Ret) 
 Recipient of three purple hearts, a bronze star and  
 Vietnamese Gallantry Cross

• Wreath Presentation by military, police & fire personnel

• Playing of Taps

• Demonstration and explanation of the meaning of the  
flag-draped coffin

• National Anthem to be sung by Weybridge resident  
Ms. Carol O’Donovan 

All Are Invited!
 

First Responders in attendance are asked to wear their uniforms; 
Veterans are asked to wear  their hats, ribbons & awards

Refreshments will be served. 
Bring your lawn chairs!

The fun continues in The Meadows! 
Meadows residents are invited to play ping pong 
every Wednesday at 6 p.m. and Nine-Ball billiards 

every Thursday at 6 p.m. at the Centre Court 
Lounge at The Meadows Country Club—no charge.

No country club membership required.

Ping Pong &
Nine-Ball Billiards

Legal Q&A 
with Telese McKay and Scott Petersen  

at the MCA Community Center

DELEGATES—SIGN IN ON ARRIVAL
Open to all Meadows residents

Assembly of Property Owners
February 20, 4:00 pm
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Marianne Menchinger
  Custom Painting Inc.

       Licensed & Insured
Reliable • Professional 

Neat & Clean • Courteous

228-8034
PAINTING SERVICES

Interior • Exterior • Residential • Commercial 
Garage Floors • Drive Ways • Pool Decks

KEEP YOUR
INDEPENDENCE!

LIFETIME
GUARANTEE
Installed Within
24-Hours

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • Certified Residential & Commercial

941-966-0333 •www.drgrabbars.com

in

COUPON REQUIREDCOMPLETE
INSTALLATION
PACKAGE

Additional Grab Bars Needed, Same type in bathroom
$100 each Drilling charges may apply for marble,
granite or porcelain.

$235
Includes 2 Moen Stainless Steel Anti Slip
Consealed Screw Grab Bars (16” & 24”)

27
06

57

WDMARKPC
Home Computer & Tech Support
Solutions Tailored to You!

MARK DUREN
Knowledge Consultant-Owner

ALL THINGS PC & TECH
TTroubleshoot, Fix & Train

      Senior & Parent Friendly
          Remote Support Available

941.840.1349
wdmarkpc@gmail.com

For just  
$45.00 a month, 
your business 
card can reach 

more than  
4,000 readers

Bring us your card...
we’ll do the rest!

Published by the Meadows CoMMunity assoCiation to Provide  
inforMation and eduCation for Meadows residents

Meadoword
The
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CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED

FOR RENT

Classified ads cost $25 for up to 40 words. Classified copy must be submitted with payment 
on or before the first Monday of the month prior to publication. If the first Monday falls on 
a holiday, ads are due the previous business day. Deadlines are moved up to accommodate 

holidays. Please practice due diligence when hiring service providers.

Tastefully furnished 2BR/2BA 
Meadowws Condo. Seeking long 
term or annual tenant. Are you new 
to Sarasota, transferred here for 
employment, waiting for a home to 
be built or looking for an extended 
holiday rental? Let my home be your 
home away from home.  
cuinsrq@yahoo.com or 941-685-3085

Village Lakes condo available for 
seasonal rental. Fully furnished 2 
BR/2BA unit downstairs. Available 
Jan 15- April 15. NO pets and NO 
smoking. Call 423-309-7426 for 
further information.

Desirable condo 2/2 1200 sq. ft.in 
Wedgewood Lake Meadows. Ground 
Floor. $1350 month unfurnished 
annually or $1500 furnished, Call 
Marilyn 941-685-8553 or email 
mfendi1@hottmail.com

 FOR SALE
Beautiful 2 bedroom bathroom condo 
in Longwater Chase new tile flooring 
& appliances, lots of upgrades, view 
of golf course & ponds, completely 
furnished, must to view call Terry 
204-761-0700 email tconway@
mymts.com $184,900

Bright colorful 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
condo for sale. Open and airy, 
sperate dining room, second floor, 
turnkey. The views from our lanai & 
dining room face a golf course with a 
pond on each side, looking east with 
gorgeous sun-rise views. New roofs 
& all new interior pipes. $220,000 
(269) 217-5805 or (941) 342-7391.

ITEMS FOR SALE
Complete set of taylor made burner 
woods #’s 1-3-4-5 & 7 plus #’s 3-4-
&5 rescue clubs. Senior graphite 
shaftsl good shape. $450.00 O.B.O. 
Two bikes: men’s hampton cruiser & 
a women’s bike with basket. $75.00 
each O.B.O. Call John after Feb. 5th 
/19 @ 941-378-3454

Airdyne stationary bike good 
condition. $275.00 (269) 217-5805 
OR (941) 342-7391

Somerset, 2 Bdrm/2 Bath villa with 
glazed lanai, close to pool. Min 
3 months, non smokers, no pets 
available Mid Dec - Mid April 2020. 
Contact owners for more information 
on dorenedale@gmail.com
FOR RENT: WILLOW LINKS 
2BR/2BA, 1st floor, end unit, turnkey, 
pool, great view, walk to restaurants 
and shopping. Available monthly, or 
seasonal. No smoking, W/D. Call 
516-652-2536 or  
guardnbl0106@yahoo.com.
VILLAGE LAKES CONDO, 
2BR/2BA, 2nd floor, no smoking/ no 
pets, exceptional pool. Available April 
2019 through December 2019. Call 
616-403-8108 or email  
gkroll03@yahoo.com
WINSLOW BEACON TO RENT: 
2BR/2BA, 2nd floor, excellent and 
tastefully furnished and decorated, 
many upgrades, 2 TVs, cable/ 
Internet, lanai on pool with blinds 
and fan. Freshly painted, very clean. 
Monthly or Seasonal. By owner. 
Email Achim_Albert@T-online.de
Villa in Long Common, 2 BR/2BA, 
glassed in lanai on the golf course, 
turnkey, WiFi and cable, community 
pool, Dec 2019 and Jan.-April 2020. 
Minimum 4 month. $3,700. 941-379-
7826, E-Mail: ug@koehnug.de
Short term seasonal rental available 
3-6 months beginning Jan. 1, 2019. 
Located in Glen Oaks 2 bed/ 2 bath 
beautifully decorated and updated. 
Call Terry for pictures or a showing. 
941-302-3100
2813 Taywood ground floor corner 
unit 2b/2b washer dryer, pool, 
lakeview no smoking walk to 
restaurants shopping. Tennis/Golf 
memberships available 941-545-7460
Longwater Chase 1st floor 2 BR 2 
BA furnished condo available for 
seasonal rental for 2019. Vaulted 
ceilings, upgraded bathrooms, 
appliances and stunning views. 
For further details contact Garth at 
garth_whiteside@yahoo.com
Willow Links: 1st floor,2Br/Ba condo 
turnkey furnish. Two heated pool, 
water & golf view of 16th hole. Please 
call 516-825- 3127

FOR RENT

Classified Ads are due 
MON, FEB 4

for the March 2019 Meadoword

For	more	information,	call	the	MCA	Office,	377-2300, 
or email mcaaccounting@meadowsca.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY
HOUSEKEEPING

Clean and Shiny Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-920-4426
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jo@cleanandshinyhomes.com
WEB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.cleanandshinyhomes.com

Karen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-713-2269
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ksinch60@aol.com

Tania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-256-5983

LANDSCAPING
Victoria’s Garden Landscaping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-350-2566

PAINTING
Phil’s Painting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-400-1071 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ptaklonis@aol.com

Color It Up Painting, LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-773-3235 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . colorituppainting.mike@gmail.com 
WEB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.colorituppainting.com

PETCARE
Debbie’s Loving Petcare  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-284-5088 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . debbielee134@gmail.com

Kate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-371-6862

RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS
Saint James United Methodist Church . . . . . . . . . . . 941-377-6180
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . faith.saintjames@gmail.com 
WEB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.saintjamesumc.org

TECH SUPPORT
Peg Bess  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-735-3362 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .peg@pegatronics.com 
WEB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.pegatronics.com

David Stoltie–The patient Trainer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-404-5585

TRADE SKILLS
Griffin Tile and Stone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 508-353-1796 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mhedin1@verizon.net

Tile-Tile-Tile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-726-3077 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . nhalfacre@tampabay.rr.com 
WEB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ashdownflooring.com

FL Window Cleaning & Pressure Washing . . . . . . . . 941-544-0552 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . gabekiss077@gmail.com

TRANSPORTATION
Airport Rides . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 617-990-2765 (call or text) 
EMAIL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jackzim25@gmail.com

Local, Safe and Punctual by Jacqueline  . . . . . . . . . . 941-800-8646



The Meadoword • FEBRuaRy 201936

The Meadows Community Events

FEBRUARY
ITEMS IN RED = MCA Activities/Events
ITEMS IN BLUE = MCA/Country Club Activities/Events 
ITEMS IN BLACK = Country Club Activities/Events (Membership Required)
ITEMS IN GREEN = Country Club Activities/Events Open to Nonmembers

Activities on the calendar that are denoted with (S) = Signup required

Refer to page 25 for contact info, fees, details for the following Country Club activities.  
The Country Club is located at 3101 Longmeadow.

PICKLEBALL CLINICS 9 am (S)

PHOTO RECEIVING 10 am-1 pm

BRIDGE 12:30 pm (S) 

BALANCE CLASS 12:30 pm (S) 

PHOTO RECEIVING 10 am-1 pm

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 1 pm (S) 

GROUNDHOG 
DAY

PRESIDENT’S
DAY

VALENTINE’S
DAY

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 am-12 pm MAH JONGG 9 am 

MEMOIRS & LIFE WRITING 
GROUP 10 am 
AVIVA BALANCE CLASS  
11 am (S) 

SAFETY CMTEE 2 pm

BEGINNER/RELAXED 
YOGA 4 pm 

WATER AEROBICS 

STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am

STANDARDS CMTEE 3 pm

MEADOWS “U” CMTEE 3 pm

CRAFTS 9 am

COMMUNICATIONS  
CMTEE 10 am

DALI MUSEUM TRIP 9:30 am (S)

FINANCE CMTEE 10 am
SLOW FLOW YOGA 10 am 
BRIDGE 12:30 pm (S) 
LADIES BRIDGE 1 pm (S) 
ART SHOW CMTEE 3 pm 
HORSESHOES/BOCCE  
3 pm (S) 
PASTA NIGHT 5 pm
BEGINNER TAP 5:15 pm (S) 
BEGINNER JAZZ 6 pm (S) 
PING PONG-CTR CT LG 6 pm 
WATER AEROBICS

STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am
WATER COLORS 9:30 am (S)

COMMUNITY  
ACTIVITIES CMTEE 10 am

AVIVA BALANCE CLASS  
11 am (S) 

SPORTS YOGA 9:30 am 

ELECTRONIC DEVICE HELP 
1 pm (S) 

GARDEN CLUB 2 pm 
CORNHOLE 3pm (S) 
NINE-BALL BILLIARDS–CTR 
CT LG 6 pm 

FITNESS FRIDAY 9 am 

MAH JONGG 9:30 am (S) 

BALANCE CLASS 12:30 pm (S) 

BRIDGE 12:30 pm (S) 

LADIES BRIDGE 1 pm (S) 

WATER AEROBICS 

MONTHLY MEMBERS 
SOCIAL 5 pm (S) 

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 1 pm (S) 

VALENTINES DINNER 
DANCE 6 pm (S)

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 am-12 pm 

GAME NIGHT 6 pm 

MAH JONGG 
TOURNAMENT 9 am (S) 

BEGINNER/RELAXED 
YOGA 4 pm 

WATER AEROBICS 

STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am

HOT STOVE LEAGUE 9 am

MEN’S BRIDGE 1 pm (S)

MEMOIRS WRITING CLASS 
1 pm 
AMISH/MENNONITE 
PRESENTATION 3 pm 

CRAFTS 9 am
PICKLEBALL CLINICS 9 am (S)

SLOW FLOW YOGA 10 am 

BOOK CLUB 2 pm 

MAINTENANCE CMTEE 
10 am

HORSESHOES/BOCCE  
3 pm (S) 

PASTA NIGHT 5 pm

SPKR: DAVE HUTCHINSON, 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
3 pm 

BEGINNER TAP 5:15 pm (S) 

BEGINNER JAZZ 6 pm (S) 
PING PONG-CTR CT LG 6 pm 
WATER AEROBICS

BLOOD DRIVE 7 am-1 pm 
STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am

WATER COLORS 9:30 am (S)

SPORTS YOGA 9:30 am 

NINE-BALL BILLIARDS–CTR 
CT LG 6 pm 

CORNHOLE 3pm (S) 

MCA BOARD MEETING 
1 pm 

VALENTINE’S DAY  
SOCIAL 9:30-10:30 am

FITNESS FRIDAY 9 am 

MAH JONGG 9:30 am (S) 

BALANCE CLASS 12:30 pm (S) 

BRIDGE 12:30 pm (S) 

WATER AEROBICS 

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 1 pm (S) 

CAR CLUB-MEADOWS 
VILLAGE PUB 10 am 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 am-12 pm MAH JONGG 9 am 

MEMOIRS & LIFE WRITING 
GROUP 10 am 

BEGINNER/RELAXED 
YOGA 4 pm

WATER AEROBICS 

STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am

MEN’S BRIDGE 1 pm (S)

CRAFTS 9 am

SLOW FLOW YOGA 10 am 
BRIDGE 12:30 pm (S) 

LADIES BRIDGE 1 pm (S)
HORSESHOES/BOCCE  
3 pm (S) 

PASTA NIGHT 5 pm

BEGINNER TAP 5:15 pm (S) 
BEGINNER JAZZ 6 pm (S) 

WATER AEROBICS

ASSEMBLY OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS 4 pm 

PING PONG-CTR CT LG 6 pm 

STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am

WATER COLORS 9:30 am (S)

SPORTS YOGA 9:30 am 

NINE-BALL BILLIARDS–CTR 
CT LG 6 pm 

CORNHOLE 3pm (S) 

MAH JONGG 9:30 am (S) 

BALANCE CLASS 12:30 pm (S) 

BRIDGE 12:30 pm (S) 

LADIES BRIDGE 1 pm (S)

WATER AEROBICS 

SEAFOOD NIGHT (S)

DUPLICATE BRIDGE 1 pm (S) 

PHOTO SHOW 10 am - 3 pm 

PHOTO SHOW 10 am - 3 pm 

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10 am-12 pm 

CONCERT IN THE PARK 
1:30 pm 

MCA OSCAR NIGHT PARTY 
AT AVIVA 7 pm (S) 

MAH JONGG 9 am 

BEGINNER/RELAXED 
YOGA 4 pm

WATER AEROBICS 
DUPLICATE BRIDGE 1 pm (S) FITNESS FRIDAY 9 am 

MAH JONGG 9:30 am (S) 

BALANCE CLASS 12:30 pm (S) 

BRIDGE 12:30 pm (S) 

WATER AEROBICS 

STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am

HOT STOVE LEAGUE 9 am

MEN’S BRIDGE 1 pm (S)

MEMOIRS WRITING CLASS 
1 pm 

RINGLING GLASS 
MUSEUM TOUR 10 am (S)

CRAFTS 9 am

SLOW FLOW YOGA 10 am 

HORSESHOES/BOCCE  
3 pm (S) 

PASTA NIGHT 5 pm

BEGINNER TAP 5:15 pm (S) 

BEGINNER JAZZ 6 pm (S) 

WATER AEROBICS

PING PONG-CTR CT LG 6 pm 

STRETCH/TONE 8:30 am

WATER COLORS 9:30 am (S)

SPORTS YOGA 9:30 am 

NINE-BALL BILLIARDS–CTR 
CT LG 6 pm 

CORNHOLE 3pm (S) 

TRIVIA NIGHT 5:30 pm (S)

PLATELET DRIVE 9 am (S) 

MAH JONGG 9:30 am (S) 

MEN’S BRIDGE 1 pm (S)

WINE AND DINE 6 pm (S)


