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The Spirit of Giving
Marilyn Maleckas—MCA Board President

The Meadows Renaissance Plan 
was born approximately two 

years ago, and the surging tide of 
community beautification projects 
has surpassed all original goals. 
Proof is all around us with an 
abundance of projects completed, 
new ones being initiated, new 
association landscaping teams 
being formed, and dozens of 
new lifestyle activities for the 
community to enjoy. 

This exceptionally strong 
mobilization around the 
Renaissance Plan is outstanding 
and indicative of our great 
community spirit. This spirit is so 
evident in the number of resident 
volunteers who willingly share  
their time and talents on 
community committees that 
engage residents in a variety 
of new activity venues, such as 
lifelong learning lectures, day trips, 
wellness programs, outdoors sports 
activities, craft groups, card games, 
specialty clubs like the garden 
club or wine club, holiday parties 
and environmental conservation 
groups, such as the prestigious 
Water and Wildlife Committee.

As we enter into the holiday 
season, our community spirit has 
entered into its next phase – the 
spirit of giving – that is giving 
of one’s time and resources for 
long-lasting gifts that benefit the 
entire community. That spirit has 
morphed into a spirit of giving 
back to the community in the 
form of fundraising for projects 
that augment and beautify our 
community assets. The projects are 
both accelerated and augmented 
ahead of what might otherwise take 
place due to other budget needs. 
Residents know that they can make 
a difference and bring new projects 
to reality earlier than planned for 
us all to enjoy. 

Two new fundraising initiatives 
are about to launch, and here is a 

synopsis of each along with ways 
for you to participate. 

New Community Dog Park
It is not surprising that Meadows 
residents are desirous of building 
a community dog park not only 
for their furry family members to 
romp and run in a clean, safe and 
secure environment but also to 
provide an environment for owners 
to gather and socialize. A location 
easily accessible from the north 
side of Glebe Farm Road has been 
selected for the park. This is just 
a short walk for many residents, 
and a short drive for others, where 
parking will be available. The park 
will feature both small and large 
dog spaces, amenities for the dogs, 
landscaping and irrigation, rules 
for behavior, as well as areas for 
owners to gather and socialize.

Leading our dog park initiative 
is volunteer, Claire Coyle, who 
welcomes your donations, your 
volunteer time to assist and/or 
your expertise in fundraising with 
this endeavor. Donations can be 
earmarked specifically for park 
infrastructure, beautification or 
for doggie amenities. For more 
information contact Claire via 
email at recoyle01@gmail.com.

Tennis Beautification 
Program
“We are excited to report that the 
Tennis Complex at The Meadows 
Country Club has once again been 
selected as the site for the USTA 
Florida Super Senior Grand Prix 
Tennis Championship” said Don 
Caprio, Director of Tennis. This 
prestigious event is scheduled to 
take place over a five-day period, 
February 10 through 16, 2020, and 
is expected to bring well over 200 
players and over 1,000 fans and 
spectators to our facilities. 

The Florida Super Senior Grand 
Prix Circuit was established in 1988 
in partnership with the United 
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States Tennis Association (USTA) 
Florida Section. “The stability of 
this circuit has strengthened over 
the last few years” said circuit 
organizer, Mark Taylor. 

Community spirit is running high 
for this event and sponsorships, 
donations AND raffle items are 
now being solicited. Proceeds from 
these sponsorships and donations 
will be applied to environmentally 
friendly beautification projects 
around the tennis facilities. This 
beautification endeavor is aimed 
at rejuvenating the landscaping 
around our tennis facilities with 
native Florida-friendly plantings 
that are aesthetically and 
environmentally pleasing. 

Sponsors and donors will receive 
extensive publicity before and 
during the event, such as having 
their name on posted banners and 
the event tee shirts, table displays 
on the tennis deck to display 
products or services and extensive 
coverage in The Meadoword. 

Leading this exciting event is  
Kim Miller, Tennis Fundraising 
Chair. Contact Kim if you wish  
to be a sponsor or raffle donor.  
He can be reached at  
kimmillerviolin@gmail.com. 

We believe that the community 
spirit, publicity and results 
achieved from volunteering time 
and/or resources bring additional 
vitality and strength to the club and 
to our community. 

On behalf of the MCA’s 
management and Board, we 
wish all of our residents and 
their families a Happy Holiday 
Season. We look forward to your 
participation in any one of the 
events mentioned above and solicit 
your ideas for new events as well.

Our Vision
To be known as a well-maintained, welcoming, 
safe community with up-to-date housing, 
activities and services designed to meet the 
needs of all residents.

Our Mission
To preserve the property values, ambiance 
and vitality of our community.

Front cover from left: Natalie Chuquizuta, 
Matt Cohen, Matthew Solomon, Chef 
Ignacio Suarez, Sous Chef Barbaro 
Gastamiza at the Yappy Hour event held  
at the MCA.
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Season for Sharing—Season for Giving 
Frances Rippcondi—MCA General Manager

Authors write about it, 
poets dream about it, and 

technology tries to create more of 
it but, in the end, there is never 
enough of it—time. Time is the 
most valuable gift we have, that 
is why when we share or give our 
time to others it is so treasured by 
those who receive it. 

Did you know that The Meadows 
is a philanthropic hub made up of 
residents who not only give to our 
community but also to charities 
throughout Sarasota? From the 
time the first residents moved 
in until today, we have been a 
community filled with residents 
who generously give of themselves. 
These generous individuals 
understand the importance of 
giving back to each other, their 
community and the world to 
create change and improve their 
surroundings.

The MCA is proud to host a variety 
of activities where residents come 
together with the sole purpose of 
donating their time, skills, talent 
and goods in an effort to improve 
others’ lives. 

The Craft Group
For more than 30 years, the Craft 
Group has gathered to create 
beautiful treasures ranging from 
jewelry, greeting cards, holiday 
decorations and even green crafts! 
Yet, these beautiful gems are 
hardly their crowning jewels. What 
the Craft Group does that is so 
awe-inspiring is donate proceeds 
from their annual craft sale to local 
charities. To date they have given 
to over 13 charitable organizations 
throughout Sarasota County. The 
sale of these treasures, which were 
created by hand, one at a time, 

has raised over $52,000! This 
money goes to charities that don’t 
receive government subsidies or 
to charities that assist the working 

poor. These hardworking talented 
crafters have touched not only 
the lives of those who enjoy their 
treasures, but they have also made 
a difference in the lives of those 
who are less fortunate. You can 
imagine what a difference these 
donations make in so many lives 
as well as the joy this work brings 
to the crafters!

School Supply Drive
How do you start the new school 
year off right? Ask any child 
and they will tell you with a 
new backpack filled with school 
supplies. Thanks to Lesley and 
Bud Totten, longtime dedicated 
residents of The Meadows, 
children in a nearby school start 
their new year off on the right 
foot. Understanding that our local 
school systems struggle as they are 

faced with budgetary constraints 
and governmental funding issues, 
the Tottens headed up the MCA 
Annual School Supply Drive 

to assist our neighboring Title 
1 School. This successful drive 
that the giving residents of The 
Meadows so generously donated to 
has put smiles on the faces of over 
325 young children and teachers 
alike.

Food Drive
The MCA is proud to be one of 
many partners working with 
All Faith’s Food Bank. Our 

community, along with local 
groups, clubs and organizations 
have assisted the efforts of All 
Faith’s Food Bank in gathering 
and distributing over 10 million 
pounds of food each year to both 
Sarasota and Desoto Counties. 

It is hard to believe that we are 
still faced with hunger right in our 
own backyard. Sarasota struggles 
with children, families, seniors 

and veterans who are known as 
food insecure. Not knowing if you 
will always have access to food 
contributes to poor nutrition, an 

unstable environment and overall 
health concerns. In Florida alone 
2,806,770 people are struggling 
with hunger—and of them 
854,880 are children. We thank 
Meadows’ residents who give on 
a continual basis throughout the 
year to support such a deserving 
organization.

Blood Drive
We have all seen them. Large 

buses set up in parking lots 
scattered throughout Sarasota 
County. These large buses house 
the SunCoast Blood Bank which 
collects blood and platelets from 
our community heroes willing to 
donate. 

One in every seven people being 
admitted into the hospital will 
need blood. Those of us who 

continued on  page 4

Our generous residents supported Tuttle Elementary School’s (K-5) “back-to-school” drive for families in need, and this year their support was overwhelming 
with a substantial volume of supplies, backpacks and $160 in monetary donations. 
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Season for Sharing—Season for Giving 
continued from page 3

have seen our loved ones receive 
this precious gift understand 
the remarkable transformation 
and difference it can make in 
someone’s life and in our own.

The MCA certainly knows because 
each month it hosts the SunCoast 
Blood Drive and residents gather 
faithfully to donate.

In 1990 the MCA hosted its first 
blood drive chaired by Newell 
Rossman. Eight years later at 
a Donor Recognition Banquet 
held by the Sarasota Community 
Blood Bank he received special 
recognition for Newell’s efforts. 
The letter of invitation sent to him, 
written by Marketing Director 
Virginia Sharp had this to say 
about him and The Meadows:

“For the past eight years some of 
our most dependable blood drives 
have been the ones we held at 

The Meadows. Despite drenching 
rains, and other obstacles, your 
neighbors have come out and 
rolled up their sleeves each time 
we’ve come out. 

You may not want to admit it, 
but the biggest reason these 
people have taken time to make 
a donation is because YOU asked 
them to. In five years, your 
number of donors has doubled—a 
feat worthy of recognition…”

In 1998, Art Traschel stepped 
in as the new Bloodmobile Chair 
followed by Pam Campbell 
who served nine years. Today, 
Ken Cowles chairs our blood 
drive. Together these volunteers 

have spent hours coordinating, 
scheduling and serving the MCA 
and community. 

Since 2006, The Meadows has had 
over 415 donors come to the MCA 
to donate blood. These individuals 
have contributed 2,654 units of 
blood, which resulted in 7,962 lives 
saved. Each month the SunCoast 
Bloodmobile still arrives at The 
Meadows as our community 
gathers to give the most precious of 
gifts—saving someone’s life. 

Our residents continually make 
significant impacts within The 
Meadows and to surrounding 
areas. Experts report the reason 
why people volunteer, give and 
support their community and 
charitable organizations is because 
it simply makes them happier and 
more fulfilled. Learning, sharing 
and connecting with one another 
and surrounding areas strengthens 
our relationships and community 
bonds. It is our residents who make 
The Meadows the best place to live. 

Since 2006, the Meadows has had 
over 415 donors come to the MCA 

to donate blood. These individuals have 
contributed 2,654 units of blood, which 

resulted in 7,962 lives saved.
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Our MHOA Community
Jan Lazar— MHOA President / MCA Treasurer

We had a really great time 
at our first social event of 

the season. One-hundred people 
enjoyed adult beverages and 
food while having the chance to 
meet and mingle with their fellow 
single-family homeowners.

Thanks to our Social Chair, 
Christine Deutsch, for all her 
work in organizing the evening.

By now,  most of you have 
begun to hear all the plans for 
improvements and changes in 
The Meadows. As single-family 
homeowners, we are vitally 
concerned with the efforts 
to maintain and enhance the 
community. Our enjoyment and 
our property values benefit from 
these efforts. We know you all 
support the efforts to keep the 
community vital and green! If  
you are interested in helping, 
please contact the MCA or one of 
our Board of Directors members to 
see what you can do to assist  
these efforts.

On that note, if your home borders 
on water (either a pond or a runoff 
area), please be sure to have your 
lawn service maintain the fringe 
and NOT scalp it to the ground. 
We are working hard to prevent 
erosion and to improve the habitat 
for our many birds and other 
wildlife. Please help.

For those of you who want to 
contact us, please send emails to 
meadowshomeownerssarasota@
gmail.com. 

If you aren’t currently a member, 
join. It’s only $15 a year or $25 for 
two years.

The MHOA fall social festive food board

Assembly of Property Owners
Mike Mazur—Chair

At the November meeting of  
the Assembly of Property 

Owners, participants were 
provided with a wealth of 
information on reading their 
Association financial reports and 
navigating the budgeting process.

David Hochsprung, CPA and 
Audit Partner with Cavanaugh & 
Company, LLC, provided helpful 
hints on the key items to review in 
any financial report. Additionally, 
he covered the budgeting and 
reserve processes. There was 
plenty of time for questions and 
David answered with his extensive 
knowledge and experience. In 
addition to this presentation, 
Meadows Community Association 
Treasurer, Jan Lazar, presented 
the 2020-2021 MCA draft budget, 
which will be considered by the 
MCA Board of Directors at their 
December meeting.

There is no Assembly program 
during December, but plan to 
attend the January 15 program on 

Financing Major Projects, Lines of 
Credit, Emergency Funding.
Representatives from Centennial 
Bank including Janet Romano 
and Sheila Lee will provide 
background on the necessary 
steps for an association to secure 
funding for major projects and 
emergency situations. Sometimes 
key infrastructure matters cannot be 
funded with an immediate special 
assessment, so a relationship with an 
institution familiar with Association 
financing can be an important 
partner to allow a Board to meet 
their fiduciary responsibility to 
maintain the common elements of 
their community. 

A timely and informative session 
on Off Season Home Checkers: 
Selection & Responsibilities has 
been scheduled for February 20 
facilitated by Kathy Keckley.

Mark your calendar now for these 
exciting and informative events. 
We look forward to seeing you on 
January 15!
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Meadows and to all annual tenants. 
(See below for details.) The plan 
becomes effective January 1, 2020. 

We are also jointly providing an 
outline of our strategic direction and 
our plans to build a new community  
activity and fitness center.

Greater Access for Meadows Residents
to The Meadows Country Club

The residents of the Meadows 
have overwhelmingly asked the 

MCA Board to protect our beautiful 
green space and its positive effect 
on property values. We believe the 
most economical way to accomplish 
this goal is by having a viable 
country club at the center of our 
community, and a more inclusive 
asset for those who live here.

The MCA and the Country Club are 
jointly announcing the Renaissance 
Access Plan, an exciting new benefit 
that directly responds to residents’ 
requests for greater access to the 
Meadows Country Club facilities. 
The Renaissance Access Plan will 
be made available to all home and 
condominium owners and their 
families residing with them in The 

0000-00-00

RENAISSANCE ACCESS CARDRENAISSANCE ACCESS CARD
The Meadows

SAMPLE

Fitness and Pool 
•  All services, classes and events at the Dickens 

Fitness Facility including access to separately 
priced classes and services.  

• The Jr. Olympic Pool during hours of operation. 

Dining and Socialization Venues
•  The Fountain View Lounge (FVL) during LUNCH  

(11 AM–3 PM) year-round. 

• Sunday Brunch—May 1 through October 31, 2020.

•  Community sponsored events, holiday and 
special event parties year round.

•  Country Club member events on a space 
available basis. Details will be announced for 
each event, and reservations will be taken with a 

ten day advance reservation time. Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, NYE, Easter and Mother’s Day are 
excluded.

Tennis 
•  Full access to all separately priced tennis clinics 

and lessons. 

• Playing tennis requires a Club membership. 

Golf 
•  Full access to separately priced golf clinics and 

lessons.

•  Full access to the recently renovated, Arthur Hills 
Groves Course and the Highlands Course, practice 
areas, including putting, chipping and driving at 
preferred rates.

•  Access to the Meadows Course requires a Country 
Club membership. 

Details
The Renaissance Access Plan is subject to the same 
terms and conditions as stated in the Country 
Club’s bylaws. No separate pricing or discounts are 
available with this Plan. 

The Access Cards will be issued at the MCA on 
December 17 and 18 from 9 AM to 11 AM each day. 
Additional dates will be added starting in January. 

This new benefit is in addition to the extensive 
educational and recreational activities offered to 
Meadows’ residents and is included in the annual 
homeowners’ assessment fee. 

Pick up your Renaissance Access Card at the 
MCA on December 17 and 18 from 9–11 AM

Renaissance Access Plan Details
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A Season for Sharing
A Gift to Yourself Can be a Gift to Others

Bob Clark—Standards Chair 

find some small way to bring joy 
and comfort to those who live in 
our corner of the world.

After thinking about this it 
occurred to me that it is possible 
that a gift to ourselves can also 
be considered a thoughtful way 

to please those around us. If you 
have a broken or dirty driveway 
the gift to yourself of a clean or 
repaired drive would be a gift to 
your neighbors by improving the 
appearance and value of your 
neighborhood. The gift of a weed-
free lawn that keeps your weeds 

One of the beautiful things 
about the holiday season is 

that it gives all of us a moment to 
pause and reflect on what gifts we 
might bring to those we love and 
those in need. This sharing could 
be in the form of a contribution 
to Toys for Tots, a food bank, the 

Salvation Army, our churches, 
helping a senior neighbor in 
need, honoring a veteran who has 
served our country or any one of 
the dozens of other ways to honor 
the spirit of the season. What is 
important is not how we give of 
ourselves to others but that we 

from spreading to your neighbor’s 
lawn would be considered a 
treasured gift to the neighbor. 
Anything that improves the 
appearance of your property from 
new landscaping, a clean roof or 
a fresh coat of paint will give back 
to you through the appreciation of 

your neighbors.

I realize that most of 
the residents of The 
Meadows have already 
given the gift of a 
beautiful property to 
themselves and their 
neighbors, but if you 
feel that you still have 

something to contribute, now is 
a good time to plan for it. The 
Meadows attracted us to live here 
because of the many residents who 
have given back to the community 
in so many ways and their spirit of 
giving needs to be recognized. This 
season of sharing is the perfect 

time to thank these volunteers who 
have stepped forward and shared 
themselves with the community. 
The Meadows would be a much 
different place without all of you 
who come forward and serve on 
one of our committees. You are the 
heart and soul of our community 
and we salute you for your service.

As for myself, I particularly want 
to thank the members of the 
Standards Committee and the staff 
of the MCA for making my job as 
Chair of the Standards Committee 
as easy as possible. And to the 
residents of our fine community, 
may your holiday season be filled 
with light and happiness and 
may 2020 be a year of fulfillment, 
achievement and satisfaction.

My best to all. 

“Anything that improves the appearance of your 

property…will give back to you through the 

appreciation of your neighbors.”

Architectural Review
Approved Applications for October

Penshurst Park 

Heronmere Condo Assn

5430 Chanteclaire

4662 Ringwood Meadow

4988 Taywater Dell

4505 Morningside

3902 Stable Ln

5312 Charmes

3428 Highlands Bridge Rd

3430 Highlands Bridge Rd

Wood Ridge HOA

4459 Oakley Greene

4859 Greywood Ln

4918 Taywater Dell

4963 Rutland Gate

Hampstead Heath

4836 Waterbridge Down

4633 Arborfield Rd

1914 Dalecroft Rd

4492 Highland Oaks Circle

Hadfield Greene Assn

3448 Highland Bridge Rd

2924 Longleat Woods

3840 Chatsworth Greene Ct

3901 Stable Ln

4606 Arborfield Rd

Woodmans Chart 

3990 Chatsworth Greene
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Sarasota County  
NEW Recycling Program

Sarasota County’s new Single-
Stream Recycling Program 

begins the week of January 6, 
2020. Please read the important 
information below.

Single-stream recycling refers 
to a system in which all paper 
fibers, plastics, metals and other 
containers are mixed in a collection 
truck, instead of being sorted by 
the homeowner into separate 
commodities and handled separately 
through the collection process.

So, what does that mean for 
you, our residents? 

You don't have to separate your 
recyclable materials anymore, 
making your recycle efforts easier.

You will need a new recycle cart. 
New cart delivery will begin 
November 1–December 20, 2019. 

Do not use your recycle cart 
as a trash can. 

If you do not receive a new cart 
during this timeframe, or the cart 
is broken, contact Sarasota County 
by calling 941-861-5000 or online 
www.scgov.net/recyling. 

Do not use the new cart until 
week of January 6. Recycling 
materials will not be collected in 
the new cart prior to this date. 

If you live in a condominium 
where you took your recyclables 
to the curbside, you will get the 

new blue cart and continue to take 
them curbside. 

If you took your recycled materials 
to a common area within your 
condo, you will continue to do 
so and will or have noticed the 
new blue cart(s) in your condo’s 
common area.

Many condominiums are set up 
differently, so if you are unclear or 
have further questions, please call 
Sarasota County at 941-861-5000. 

Starting January 6, you must 
use the new cart. Your recycle 
materials will not be picked up if 
you use the old bins.

There will be no changes to 
curbside collection services for 
trash or yard waste.

Your old recycle bins may be kept 
and used for storage, or you may 
drop them off at one of Sarasota 
County’s three Collection Centers.

Collection Centers:
Sarasota County Hazardous Waste
8750 Bee Ridge Road  
Sarasota, FL 34241

Sarasota County Landfill
4000 Knights Trail Road 
Nokomis, FL 34275

South Sarasota County Chemical 
Collection Center
250 South Jackson Road  
Venice, FL 34292

How to place your new cart at the curb

TIP the cart by placing your 
foot on the metal bar.

ROLL the cart to the street. Place the cart curbside. 
Keep three feet away from 
other objects. Lid should 
open facing the street.
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Claire Coyle

In recent surveys of Meadows 
residents we dog owners stated 

loudly and clearly that we would 
love to have a dog park of our own 
right here in The Meadows. Well 
the MCA Board of Directors heard 
us. They have agreed to assist 
in funding a dog park under the 
power lines on Glebe Farm Road 
just off Longmeadow. FPL has 
agreed to allow us to use the site 
and preliminary drawings have 
been prepared. 

All residents will be eligible for 
membership in The Meadows Paw 
Park, but you will be required to 
register to get a key to gain access 
to the facility since it will be fenced 
and locked to assure only residents 
and their guests use the park. This 
security system will also allow us 
to more effectively deal with folks 
who do not follow all the rules of 
the park or who have a pet with 
behavior issues.

If you are like me, you 
don’t want our park 

to be just like the dog park on 17th 
Street. We want our park to be a 
special place for us and our pets to 
socialize and have fun. That’s why 
I volunteered to lead a fundraising 
effort to give us the resources 
required to create a topnotch park.

The money we raise will 
be targeted toward three 
major categories: amenities, 
beautification and infrastructure. 
We are looking at having amenities 
like agility equipment, water 
fountain/bowls and various types 
of play equipment. Since we are 
not allowed by FPL to build any 
metal shade structures in area, we 
will need to purchase tables and 
benches and sun umbrellas made 
of wood or something other than 

metal. Of course we will want to 
beautify the area with plants, trees 
and shrubs. We’ll need lots of 
shade trees. On the infrastructure 
side, it will cost about $4,000 to 
bring water to the park for us and 
our pets. Our fencing costs will be 
higher than usual because we can’t 
use a metal fencing materials.

The MCA has set up a special 
account for us so that your 
donations will be kept separate 
from regular MCA dues income, 
and we will carefully track how 
the money is spent. We will gladly 
accept any size donation. You 
might want to consider making 
a donation in memory of a pet 
you’ve lost or in memory or honor 
of someone was or is a pet lover. 
If you want your gift used for a 
specific purpose, we can do that. 
For example, a gift of $450 would 
buy a tree, $500 would buy a 
bench or table, $4,500 would buy 

a water fountain and water service, 
$100 would buy a piece of play 
equipment, $25 would buy  
dog bowls. 

Send your check to the Meadows 
Community Association , 2004 
Longmeadow, Sarasota, FL 34235. 

Claire Coyle shares the plans for the new Meadows Paw Park at the Yappy Hour event.

Architectural rendering of the proposed dog park.

Please write “dog park” in the  
memo line of the check. If you  
would like to join the planning  
team or have any questions about  
the park, call me at 941-371-8925  
or email recoyle01@gmail.com.
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THANK  
YOU

to our 
sponsors!

A “PAWSOME” Yappy Hour!

MCA’s premier Yappy Hour 
was a barking success. Our 

neighbors came with and without 
their furry family members to enjoy 
a beautiful fall day, meet new friends 
and yes, learn the latest news on the 
dog park. It was great fun and those 
who attended the event were all  
well behaved.

A special thank you goes to our 
sponsors: Aviva—A Campus for 
Senior Life, who didn't disappoint 
with chef Ignacio’s great food and 
drink; Bay Road Animal Hospital 
with their extra doggie toys, doggie 
bag goodies and great tips from Dr. 

David Smith; Sudsy Pup provided 
our pet portraits and adorable bow 
ties and bows for our pets; and 
Three Dog Bakery who gave our four 
legged friends extra treats to take 
home and cake at the party. To all 
our sponsors, we thank you for your 
support and look forward to more 
fun events in the future.
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MCA Annual Halloween Party
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MCA Annual Halloween Party

Affordable Massage!
$50.00 for ONE HOUR

Terri Magdalinski, RN, LMT
17 Years Experience as a Registered Nurse &

20 Years as a Licensed Massage Therapist

OFFERING THE FOLLOWING SPECIALTIES:
Relaxing massage • Deep tissue • Medical • Aromatherapy

Reflexology • Arthrosage • Energy therapy

By Appointment Only • 941-378-4101
The Meadows Shopping Village 

5041 Ringwood Meadow
Bldg G, Sarasota, FL 34235

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
RN 1586602 • MA 20912 • MM 18803
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Upcoming Events

January 21—9:30 AM—Audubon Society Field Trip
We will be meeting at the Celery Fields , where the Audubon Society 
is located. We can have groups of 14 each. Comfortable shoes 
suggested. Reservations are a must, so they can have the proper 
number of guides.

RSVP and Questions: meadowsu@gmail.com

February 4—10:30 AM—Behind-the-Scenes Airport Tour
We are going to have a behind-the-scenes Sarasota Airport tour. 
Ever wonder…where does my luggage go after it is tagged? This is a 
fabulous tour. We can take up to 50 people, however, we have a cutoff 
date of January 28, a week prior,  so they can hire enough tour guides. 
Again, reservations are a must.

RSVP and Questions: meadowsu@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE 

March 9—2 and 3:30 PM  
Backstage of the Opera House

Experience a behind-the-scenes tour of the Sarasota the Opera House.

March 24—11 AM to 2 PM  
High Tea with Mable Ringling at The Meadows Country Club.

Meadows “U” Has Something for You! 
Meadows “U” programs are held at the MCA Community Center unless 

otherwise noted. Programs are open to all Meadows residents. 

Call All Around Tours
941-488-9393

Reservation Deadline 12/27/19

TRIP DATE: Monday, February 3

LOCATION: Dade City

COST: $108 Per  person

DEPARTS: 9:45 AM 

RETURNS: 5:45 PM

(Depart/Return From/To  

Meadows Shopping Village)

TOUR INCLUDES

• Lunch at Kafe Kokopelli

• Admission to Giraffe Ranch  

w/guided riding tour

Experience first hand the lives of 
giraffe and other species from around 

the world. The animals live under 
huge live oaks and open grass lands 

in Africa-like settings. Learn about 
exotic animals from an expert guide, 

from the comfort of specially designed 
4 wheel drive vehicles. Bring cash if 

you would like to feed the animals. 
Please let us know at the time of 

booking if you would like to ride a 
camel—minimum of 5 required.

Ornithologist, Michael Delasantro and Renee Rubin will take us 
all over the world with their presentation on Birds.

A World of Birds

The World of Birds 
Presentation

Friday, December 6, 

1 PM

Join us at MCA for

Giraffe Ranch

WHAT: 56 players only—either  
 members of The Meadows 
 Country Club or residents of The Meadows 
 2 Hours of play in the morning 

 2 Hours of play after lunch 

WHEN: Monday, February 10, 2020, 9 AM

WHERE: The MCA Community Center 2004 Longmeadow

LUNCH: BOX LUNCH Provided (Gluten Free options available)

ENTRY FEE: $25—Includes lunch and prizes 

 Pay cash or check to MCA, NO REFUNDS

REGISTER: SIGN UP REQUIRED–Forms at the MCA office 
 Registration closes February 3, 2020

Questions? Call Janice Grossman, 908-202-5930

STRESSLESS Mah Jongg Tournament
Lots of Fun with No Pressure

Must Register at MCA by February 3, 2020
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARDCOMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Platelet Drive
December 19 
9 AM–1:30 PM

Call Lisa Fratoni 
917-0142 
to schedule  

an appointment

DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
Every Saturday, 1:00 PM

December–February
arrive by 12:45 PM

Partners are Guaranteed
ASBL sanctioned open game
Reservations are required  

in advance.

919-380-0629
mcaduplicate@gmail.com

Thursday, December 24 and Friday, December 25
The public side will be open.

MCA will be closed  
for the  Holidays 

Bocce Ball
(Behind MCA)

SELF-SERVE

Equipment Sign-Out 

Every Wednesday 3 PM 

Cornhole 
(Behind MCA)
SELF-SERVE

Equipment Sign-Out 

Every Thursday 3 PM

The Meadows Chorus  
Holiday Program 

 Concert
December 3 at 7 PM

Aviva Kretzmer Center
Free Tickets Available at MCA 

Call 941-377-2300  
Get your tickets today.

Pick up your
Renaissance Access Card

Dec 17 & Dec 18
9–11 AM | MCA

0000-00-00

RENAISSANCE ACCESS CARDRENAISSANCE ACCESS CARD

The Meadows

SAMPLE

BINGO
DECEMBER 18 

JANUARY 7

The FUN starts at 6:30 PM
Doors open at 6 PM

Blood Drive
December 12
7 AM–1:30 PM

MCA Parking Lot

RESERVE BY: FEBRUARY 18, 2020
WHEN: Wednesday, March 25, 2020
WHERE: Broadway Palms, Fort Myers
COST: $87 per person 
  at time of booking

Based on true happenings, this  
heartwarming story tells of Charlie, a 
factory owner struggling to save his shoe 
business and Lola, a fabulous entertainer  
in need of some sturdy stilettos.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!
941-488-9393
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A Season for Sharing—A Season for Giving

The Craft Sale was a great success and fun for all.  A big thanks goes to our Craft Group for their talents and dedication and to our  
neighbors who made purchases to help support our local charities. Together they strengthen the whole of our community and surrounding Sarasota County.  

Here are a few of the moments captured during the events.
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Every year, there is an outpouring 
of support for local charities 

as the doors of The Meadows 
Community Center open and our 
good neighbors appear—ready and 
eager to shop for the many items 
that the Craft Group has spent all 
year creating. Many are shopping 
for gifts to give to friends and 
relatives. 
It’s easy and 
gratifying to 
give to those 
we know and 
love, but it 
takes a really 
good neighbor 
to give support 
to strangers 
and to reach 
beyond our 
neighborhood 
to strengthen 
our whole 
community. 

Over the past 
29 years, this willingness to give to 
others has enabled the Craft Sale 
to grow from three tables to three 
rooms. More than 50 women gave 
their time and talents to create the 
array of handicrafts that fill the 
rooms. In 2005, we added Granny’s 
Attic to sell gently used treasures 
donated by The Meadows residents, 
and a few years later we added a 
bake sale. Then, Gigi Marlin had 
an idea for a Basket Raffle, with 
prizes donated by local businesses 

and we began to learn how many 
good neighbors we have in our 
business community. Businesses 
responded generously and our 
customers loved taking a chance to 
win prizes while helping charities.

 This year, Gigi has collected gift 
certificates and merchandise 

from 33 
organizations 
for the Basket 
Raffle. In 
addition, 
Newk’s 
Eatery, 5405 
University 
Parkway, 
donated a 
portion of 
its proceeds 
from all sales 
on November 
4. We hope 
that when 

you are making 
plans to dine 

out and shop that you will support 
these good neighbors who have 
given generously to strengthen our 
community. Along with a beach tote 
from Paula Robley of Thirty-One 
and gifts from Starbucks and Wawa, 
the following businesses donated 
gift certificates.

Good Neighbors

Thanks to all who have given so generously, we will be 
making donations to: 

• Baby Basics—provides diapers for children for those in need.

•  Resurrection House—provides day services and aid in 
transitioning to self-sufficiency to homeless individuals.

•  SPARCC (Safe Place and Rape Crisis Center)—gives 
emergency shelter and support services for victims of domestic violence 
and sexual assault. 

•  The Haven—serves individuals of all ages with developmental and 
physical disabilities with early intervention, vocational and employment 
support and group homes.

BASKET RAFFLE PRIZE DONORS
To get you looking your best:

Amazing Lash Studio—5275 University Pkwy., University Park Center 

Angela’s Pure Salon and Spa—3510 N. Lockwood Ridge Rd.

Edin Nails—8366 Market Street, Lakewood Ranch

Hand & Stone Massage—5405 University Pkwy., The Square at UTC

J. Jill—University Town Center Mall

Luxury Nails—8423 Honore Ave.

The Gallery Salon and Spa—5275 University Pkwy., The Square at UTC

Savana Tan—8457 Cooper Creek Blvd., The Shoppes at UTC

For Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner or a Treat anytime:

Apollonia—8235 Cooper Creek Blvd., The Shoppes at UTC

Blaze Pizza—215 N. Cattlemen Rd., UTC

Buffalo Wild Wings—5235 University Pkwy.

BurgerFi—257 N. Cattlemen Rd., UTC

Culvers—2605 University Pkwy.

Demetrios Pizza & Grill—3180 University Pkwy.

First Watch—5354 Fruitville Rd.

Menchies Frozen Yogurt—257 N. Cattlemen Rd.

Metro Diner—6056 N. Lockwood Ridge Rd.

Popi’s Place—3232 17th St.

Rusty Bucket—257 N. Cattlemen Rd., UTC

Stonewood Grill & Tavern—5415 University Pkwy., The Square at UTC

Tijuana Flats—5215 University Pkwy.

For a Matinee or an Evening Out:

Asolo Repertory—5555 N. Tamiami Trail

Florida Studio Theater—1241 N. Palm Ave.

Sarasota Ballet—5555 N. Tamiami Trail

The Players Centre for Performing Arts—838 N. Tamiami Trail 

For the kids:

Learning Express Toys—8451 Cooper Creek Blvd., The Shoppes at UTC

Lil’ Divas & Dudes—5415 Honore Ave. 

For those pets you want to pamper:

Dog Perfect—5419 University Pkwy.

Woof Gang Bakery—8413 Market St.

Three Dog Bakery—8455 Cooper Creek Blvd., The Shoppes at UTC

A Season for Sharing—A Season for Giving

Carol Jensen, Joyce Gallegos and Barbara Hamel help 
manage the action for Granny’s Attic donations.

The Craft Sale was a great success and fun for all.  A big thanks goes to our Craft Group for their talents and dedication and to our  
neighbors who made purchases to help support our local charities. Together they strengthen the whole of our community and surrounding Sarasota County.  

Here are a few of the moments captured during the events.



18 THE MEADOWORD December 2019

Presented by
The Meadows Community Association

The Meadows 
Community 
HOLIDAY 
PARTY
Thursday, December 5, 2019  

6–10 PM | The Meadows Country Club

$20 per person—tax and  

gratuity included

ALL MEADOWS  
RESIDENTS WELCOME!

Celebrate the holiday spirit with your 

Meadows friends and neighbors. 

Menorah  
Lighting  
Ceremony

Supper and Entertainment
Sunday, December 22, 2019 at 5 PM

at MCA—2004 Longmeadow

OPEN TO ALL
Seating is limited—reserve today!

Please make checks payable to and send: 
Sandy Lindtheimer, 5503 Chanteclaire, Sarasota, FL 34235
Checks are due by December 10.  
For information, call Amy at 941-342-3413

MEADOWS HANUKKAH PARTY RESERVATION
Please reserve space for ______ at $5/person 
Check Amount ________________________________________
Names of attendees:
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________
Email & Phone #:  ______________________________________
 _____________________________________________________

On Saturday, December 14, The Meadows Country Club will be having  
its first annual Holiday Golf Cart Competition!

This fun-filled and festive event will give all Meadows residents and  
club members a chance to come out and show what the holidays mean 
to you!!

Decorate your own cart or rent one from The Meadows golf dept. for 
$20 (includes registration price) and enter to win one of the fantastic 
1st, 2nd or 3rd place prizes!! 

Registration and decorating starts at 3 PM in the parking lot of The  
Meadows Country Club and there will be holiday-inspired nibbles and 
drinks available to purchase. The judging and parade will start at 5 PM.

Whether it’s classic green and red, Santa and his reindeer or a flamingo 
inspired cart, we can’t wait to see what everyone comes up with! 

So, let your creative juices get flowing and call your neighbors and  
friends and let’s have some fun!

Registration is $10
Any questions, please call 941-378-2135.

TMCC Holiday  
Golf Cart Competition

Antipasto Bar

Flatbread Station

Caesar Salad Station

Garlic Knots

Pasta Station with Assorted Ingredients

Apple Pie and Ice Cream
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Chatsworth Greene 
Bonnie Detwiler

October flew by but not without 
our annual Halloween get 

together! A huge turnout and 
of course specialty foods and 
costumes. Check out those smiles.

Here it is November and several 
of our northerners have returned. 
To celebrate in our “party spirit” 
we are hosting a Sunset Cruise on 
Sarasota Bay on November 12.

Our neighbor Pat Byrne and 
wife Darlene have experienced 
a miracle with Pat having a 
successful lung transplant. Our 
prayers are still with you on your 
road to recovery.

We’ve had to say our goodbyes 
recently to three of our beloved 

friends: Anne Quinn, Mary 
Barnard and Fred Kuen. Our 
prayers continue for their families, 
they will not be forgotten.

Our holiday Party is in process 
for a spectacular dinner at The 
Meadows Country Club on 
December 12.

Speaking of dinner, if you haven’t 
tried Chef Joe's barbeque ribs…
you must, they are lip smacking 
good.

May you enjoy this time of year 
and have a Merry Christmas and 
Happy Hanukkah. I wish you all a 
Happy New Year!

The Quilting Group

Saturday, December 7
9 AM–12 PM

SAVE THE UPCOMING 2020 DATES

December 7
December 28
January 4

January 11
January 25 
February 1

February 15
March 7
March 28

April 4
April 11
April 25

Where is The Meadoword?
Next time you hit the highways or the skyways, please take along The Meadoword, snap a photo of yourself 

with it at a scenic spot and email the photo to Tia Calomeris at marketing@meadowsca.com. Please include where 
the photo was taken and the names of those in the photo when you submit it.

From left: Nancy Duncan, Carol Gitzendanner 
and the September issue of The Meadoword in 
Istanbul, Turkey.

From left: Carol Gitzendanner, Nancy 
Duncan and The Meadoword in Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan in The Registan, which was the heart 
of the ancient city of Samarkand of the Timurid 
Dynasty, now in Uzbekistan. The name Registan 
means “Sandy place” or  “desert” in Persian.

Susan Whitcomb brought along The 
Meadoword on her trip to Italy. Here she is 
at  Piazza Armerina in Enna in Sicily. There are 
exceptional Mosaics throughout the Castle and 
Cathedral.

From left: Barbara and Larry Allard, residents 
of  Woodland Grove, spent the summer at 
their cottage on Lake Winnisquam, NH. The 
Meadoword tagged along as they played golf 
during peak foliage season. Notice the natural 
edges to the pond which are like the ones now 
being used here in The Meadows. 
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I had heard about angels and 
maybe had seen a few on 

Christmas trees or in a painting at 
the museum, but I never expected 
one to walk through a raggedy 
curtain that was covering a door 
and head straight toward me. My 
mouth gaped open and I think I 
might have drooled on myself a 
little. Had I died of anticipation or 
was I just seeing things? There in a 
haze of bright lights and sparkling 
sequins stood a real live angel and 
I knew for sure she was going to 
take me and fly away.

Just then, though, I heard 
something. It was coming from 
the raggedy curtain where the 
angel was standing. “Hope you 
feel as good as you look, cause you 
sure look good to your gal Sal,” 
the angel said, and she started to 
move closer to me. As my eyes 
focused and the light seemed to 
dim a bit, I understood who had 
been speaking. It was Our Gal 
… no, it was My Gal Sal. Every 
afternoon at four o’clock, I had 
heard those words coming through 
our TV. This voice seemed a little 
clearer, but there was no doubt 
that it was the same. And she was 
talking just to me.

So, what do you do when you’re 
face-to-face with a real live sparkly 
cowgirl with the best pony tail ever 
on the planet? I had no idea, but 
one of my parents, or both for all 
I knew, placed a hand on my back 
and nudged me forward. I smiled 
my best smile, curtsied, and put 
out my hand for a shake. The next 
two hours were a blur to me. I 
think I floated up to the ceiling to 
watch everything that was going 
on, but magically I was back on 
the ground in time to answer 

questions and join my parents on 
a little couch that was off to the 
side of where a big cut-out Popeye 
stood. Everything was brightly 
colored, and I 
was wondering 
if I was the only 
one seeing it 
that way. At 
home, or at 
anybody else’s 
house, Sally and 
Popeye and even 
the horses were 
gray. Maybe I 
was imagining 
the colors, 
but who cared 
anyway? I was in 
the presence of 
greatness, and it 
was the coolest 
thing that had 
ever happened 
to any kid, ever. 
Well, except 
maybe the time 
that boy Timmy 
got rescued 
from the well by 
his dog, Lassie. 
Maybe.

A man named 
Mark came over 
to us and told us that the show 
was going to start and that we had 
to be very quiet. He wanted us 
to watch a small TV that was set 
up nearby, but I wanted to watch 
Our Gal. She was super sparkly 
and had on more makeup than 
my Mommom had on her whole 
dressing table. Mr. Mark also 
told me to pay special attention 
to when the red light went on 
because that was when I could see 
the cartoons and commercials on 
the little TV. People were starting 

to move around faster now, and 
a man with a bunch of white 
cardboard appeared. It was bigger 
than the kind my dad got in his 

shirts from the 
laundry and 
every piece had 
words written 
in big printing 
on them. “Cue 
cards,” my dad 
whispered. 
“Sally will read 
those.”
 
The show 
started, and 
guess what 
the first thing 
she said was? 
That’s right, it 
was “Howdy, 
pardners! Hope 
you feel as good 
as you look, 
'cause you sure 
look good to 
your gal Sal,” 
which was 
funny because 
she had already 
said it to just 
me, privately. 

All of the other 
kids had to share. 

Everything went quickly. Soon, we 
were watching a Popeye cartoon 
on the little TV. He was gray again, 
not like his cut-out. Some more 
people came into the studio and 
stood behind us, watching the 
show, but for some reason I felt 
like they were watching me, too. 
When commercials came on, I 
wanted to sing along but I had 
to be quiet, so I said the words 
silently and did all the motions 
with my hands. It was fun. Sally 
didn’t watch the cartoons. I 

Visiting the Television Studio
Melinda Gordan

In The Meadoword’s September 
Memoir Column, Melinda 

Gordan described the joys and 
traumas of being a perfect child. 
In the continuation of the story 
below, she describes the fascination 
children in 1959 had with television. 

In one of the best days of her young 
life, her mother and father arranged 
for four-year-old Melinda to watch 
the live televising of “Sally Starr’s 
Popeye Theater,” the most popular 
daytime children’s program on 
WFIL in Philadelphia. After the 

show she met Sally, who dressed as a 
cowgirl for the show, and the show’s 
producer. What happened next was 
the surprise of a lifetime.

The Meadows Memoirs and Life 
Writing Group will hold the first 

meeting of 2020 on Monday, 
January 6 from 10 AM to noon at 
the MCA. Bring something to read 
or just come to listen.

On Becoming Buster Brown Chapter 2
Bob Barnett—Memoirs and Life Writing Group Coordinator

guessed that she had already seen 
them before and was probably in 
the back, feeding the horses or 
polishing her gun or something. 
She always came back just in 
time to read the cards, and never 
stopped smiling as long as the 
green light was on. I thought 
that this was the life for me. I 
would smile too and not have to 
be afraid or uncomfortable if I 
could only spend my time wearing 
sparkly things, watching cartoons, 
and saying what was on cards 
instead of having to think up my 
own words. I was sold, I was IN! 
Nobody had invited me, but I sure 
was ready if they did!

Too soon, it was time for the end 
of the show. Sally told the kids at 
home where she would be over 
the weekend, in case some of 
them wanted to visit her. Places 
like Dorney Park in Allentown, 
PA and Lit Brothers Department 
Store in Philadelphia. What? Wait 
a minute! Did I just hear Our Gal 
Sal say that she would be at my 
dad’s store on Saturday? So, would 
I! Is this a coincidence or were we 
meant to be together?

Just then, I heard Sally say the same 
thing she always said: “May the 
Good Lord be blessing you and your 
family. Bye for now.” The lights went 
out and that was it. Quiet. 

The men started packing up 
their things and putting away the 
cardboard. Mr. Mark and Sally 
were talking to each other and 
then they came over to us. They 
said some things to my parents. I 
couldn’t hear them because I was 
in a trance from being so close to 
all of those sequins and fringe. 
What I did hear was, “I’ll see 

Melinda Gordan at age 4
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you on Saturday, little pardner. 
We’ll have a good time.” Then 
she started to walk away, but 
turned and looked straight at 
me. She said something about 
singing and asked me if I knew the 
words to any of the commercials 
from her show. Of course, I did! 
“How about the Buster Brown 
Shoe song?” she asked. Mr. Mark 
agreed that he’d like to hear 
that one, too, and added that it 
would be even better if I could do 
Buster’s dance.

I looked at my parents who both 
seemed as if this was all normal 
and that it would be okay. I stood 
up, put my hands on my hips, and 
belted out the very best Buster 
Brown song that anyone had 
ever heard, I thought, and did 

Visiting the Television Studio
Melinda Gordan

Memoirs continued from page 20

choreography only to be rivaled 
by the kids on The Mickey Mouse 
Club or The June Taylor Dancers. 
I tapped and gestured and sang 
and smiled and gave it everything 
I had. For about a minute and a 
half, I was a star. And when I was 
all finished, everybody applauded. 
To me, that felt even better than 
when Lassie found Timmy. 

After it was over, I returned to 
my parents’ side and my former 
demeanor. Remember that one—
big eyes peering out, soaking it all 
in but afraid to get involved?

In the next second, Mr. Mark  
came closer to us and shook my 
dad’s hand. “Chuck,” he said, “I 
think we’ve found Philadelphia’s 
Buster Brown.”

3-Month Complimentary*
Meadows Country Club Membership

To ALL Meadows New Homeowners

Choose: Social, Tennis or Golf Memberships

LIVE THE LIFESTYLE
941-378-5957

membershipsales@meadowscc.org
*Effective July 1, 2019. Certain restrictions apply.

Play on one of the best courses in Sarasota

Our Club Has Something For All Ages

Float, Relax, Enjoy

Gather, Laugh, Dine

USTA FLORIDA WEST COAST 
SUPER GRAND PRIX
February 10–16, 2020

Match play begins each day at 11:30 AM

The Florida Super Senior Grand Prix circuit was established in 1988  
in partnership with the USTA Florida Section. Over 1,000 participants  

and spectators are expected to attend throughout the week.

SPONSORSHIPS
Title Sponsor—$500

•  Name (logo) on all event promotional and advertising 
materials

•  Logo in print ad for The Meadoword (January edition)
•  Display of two (2) banners (4'x4') on the Center Court 

for the entire week
•  Table display on Tennis deck for your business to 

showcase your products or services
• Logo on event t-shirt

• Four (4) tickets to the Poolside Event Dinner

Blue Heron Sponsor—$300
•  Name (logo) on all event promotional and advertising 

materials including t-shirts
•  Display of two (2) banners (3'x2') on the Center Court 

for the entire week
•  Table display on Tennis deck for your business to 

showcase your products or services

Spoonbill Sponsorship—$150
•  Business name on the official event t-shirt
•  Display of one banner (3'x2') on the Center Court for the 

entire week

Hummingbird Sponsorship
•  Individual cash contributions and/or raffle items for 

goods and services are welcome.

If you are interested in being a sponsor,  
please contact Kim Miller, Tennis Fundraising Chair  

at kimmillerviolin@gmail.com.
Raffle tickets for great prizes will be sold throughout the week with the 

drawing taking place at the end of the tournament. You do not need to be 
present to win. Sponsors will be responsible for providing their banners 

with our guidelines. Sponsorships and contributions will be applied to the 
Beautification of the Tennis Complex.
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Garden to Table  
Pilot Program at Aviva 

Tia Calomeris—Director of Marketing & Communications

“Chef’s brisket and prime rib are 
the best I have ever had,” said one 
resident. Another added, “The 
chopped liver and Matza Ball soup 
is my favorite” and “Oh, that corn 
beef!” Everyone on the tour that 
day had a memorable and favorite 
dish of Chef Ignacio Suarez.

What’s even more impressive is 
chef shares his love for food with 
residents from Aviva–A Campus 
for Senior Life. He carves out 
time in his busy schedule to give 
residents a behind-the-scenes look 
at how their meals are prepared 
and has even developed a pilot 

program with residents to cultivate 
fresh herbs from their own garden. 
Basil, thyme, Cuban oregano, dill 
and mint are a few of the herbs 
currently being grown. 

Together they evaluated the best 
locations for maximum sun, shade 

and watering requirements. Their 
step-by-step planting, caring and 
harvesting created a great feeling 
of sharing and all enjoyed the 
wonderful satisfaction of creating 
a self-sustaining herb garden. 
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The Meadows
BOOK CLUB

(Meets on 2nd Wednesday of the month—2 PM at the MCA)

Coordinator Jerry Bernier 487-7514 gbernier36@aol.com 
Administration Joanne Simons 377-2682 simonsjc1@gmail.com 
March Luncheon Caryl Magnus 378-5055 carylmagnus@verizon.net

DATE BOOK TITLE AUTHOR DISCUSSION LEADER

12/11/19 Where the Crawdads Sing Delia Owens Lois Robinson

01/08/20 News of the World Paulette Jiles Jennifer Newsom

02/12/20 Eat First—You Don't Know  Sonia Fuentes Joanne Simons 
 What They'll Give You

03/11/20 11:30 - ANNUAL LUNCHEON AT MEADOWS COUNTRY CLUB
 Devils in the Grove: Thurgood Marshall, Gilbert King Brenda Barry 
 the Groveland Boys and the Dawn of a New America

04/08/20 Heartland Sarah Smarsh David & Betsy Neumeister 

05/13/20 Desert Queen: The Extraordinary Janet Wallach Jerry Bernier
 Life of Gertrude Bell: Adventurer,  
 Advisor to Kings, Ally of Lawrence of Arabia

On Wednesday, 
December 11  

at 2 PM The 
Meadows Book Club 
will discuss Della 
Owens’ long-time 
New York Times 
#1 novel Where 
the Crawdads 
Sing. Owens is the 
co-author with 
husband Mark 
Owens of three 
internationally 
bestselling 
nonfiction books 
about her life as a 
wildlife scientist in 
Africa: Secrets of the 
Savannah: Twenty-
Three Years in the 
African Wilderness 
Unraveling the 
Mysteries of 
Elephants and 
People (2007, 
Mariner Books); Cry 
of the Kalahari (2014, Mariner 
Books); and The Eye of an 
Elephant (2017, Mariner Books). 
Cry of the Kalahari won the 
Burroughs Medal. 

This is her first novel and it is a 
beautifully written spellbinder!

Kya, the protagonist, took to 
life in the wild, coastal marshes 
surrounding the fictional small 
town of Barkley Cove, on the 
coast of North Carolina when 
her no-good father deserted her, 
after her mother and siblings had 
long left the two of them. The 
last sibling to leave, her brother 
Jodie advised her that “if anybody 
comes, don’t go into the house. 
They can get you there. Run deep 
into the marsh, hide in the bushes. 
Always cover yo’ tracks; I learned 
you how. And ya can hide from Pa 
too.” (pg. 13, Where the Crawdads 
Sing) Kya lives by these words, 
isolating herself in nature.

Her pa, before leaving, taught 
her to fish and catch oysters and 
crabs upon which she survived. 
She lived alone for the next 
seventeen years learning to make 
use of and understand all that the 
marshland had to offer. As she 
watched the habits of birds and 
animals and their faithfulness as 
parents, she continuously wonders 
how her own mother could have 

Book Club Preview
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

Joanne Simons—The Meadows Book Club

abandoned her and the other 
children. 

It was by coincidence that she 
met an older boy, Tate Walker, 
who was also out fishing with 
whom she became friends and 
from whom she learned to read 
and study the marsh together. He 
brings her math and biology books, 
library books and her own set of 
watercolors to capture the plants 
and creatures they both love. A 
romantic relationship develops but 
ends when Tate leaves for college, 
and, in his absence, Kya is pursued 
by Chase Andrews, a young, 
handsome, married town boy. 

 It was only when Chase’s body is 
discovered under an abandoned 
fire tower in the marsh that some 
folks suggest Kya, the “Marsh girl” 
whom they had all rejected, might 
have had something to do with his 
death. 

Part coming-of-age novel and 
part murder mystery, this is a 
story beautifully woven with a 
young woman living in isolation, 
dependent upon nature around 
her, and how she moved from dark 
places into a world of light. 

We invite you to join us when we 
discuss Where the Crawdads Sing 
on December 11 at the MCA. Until 
then, please keep on reading!
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So You Want a Puppy?
David J. Smith, VMD—Bay Road Animal Hospitals

So, you want Santa Claus to 
bring you a puppy or kitten 

for Christmas? DON’T DO IT. A 
commitment to a pet is life-long. 
The holidays tend to be the worst 
time to introduce a new pet into 
your family. So much is going 
on, the pet becomes just another 
toy and is subject to several 
problems. The first is with small 
pets: hypoglycemia, or low blood 
sugar. Puppies can be played with 
for too long without eating or 
drinking and will pass out from 
having low blood sugar. Another 
problem that is noted, is the fact 
that you cannot properly train a 
dog with many other people in the 
house and other activities. We now 
know that training puppies at 8, 9, 
and 10 weeks is essential to their 
development. Therefore, again this 
is a bad time to bring a pet into 
the household. I would suggest 
obtaining a new pet a month or 
two prior to, or after, the holidays. 
This will give you enough time to 
research a breed or type of puppy 
and be sure it will fit with your 
family. 

Knowing that people will continue 
buying puppies for Christmas 
anyway, I have several suggestions 

as to what you should be looking 
for from a health standpoint. If 
you are purchasing a puppy from a 

breeder, be sure to visit the breeder 
and see the puppy’s parents. If 
the breeder will not allow this, I 
would not buy the puppy. If you 
appear at the breeder’s house 
and find that the house is dirty, 
smelly, and/or overpopulated by 
many puppies, I would not buy 
the puppy. All puppies should 
be accompanied by an official 
veterinary health certificate, as is 
noted in Florida state law. Florida 
also has a “Lemon Law” for pets. 
You may have your pet examined 
by any veterinarian within the 
first three days of purchase. Any 
problems that are noted should 
be paid for by the breeder or the 
pet store where you obtained the 
puppy, up to the cost of the puppy. 
Do not let breeders or pet stores 
tell you where you can and cannot 
have this exam performed —you 
are protected by the Florida Lemon 
Law. 

I will reiterate my first statement: 
if you plan on getting a pet over 
the holidays, don’t do it. 
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October 2019 
Rainfall Analysis

Roy Wysnewski

Discussion: This month’s rainfall was unusual in terms of both totals 
and distribution.  Not only did we exceed the monthly average by 53% 
but more than 70% (2.64 inches) of the monthly total fell on October 19!                                                  
With two months left in 2019, October’s excessive rainfall puts the year-to-date 
total ahead of the yearly (12-month) average of 50.85 inches.                                                                        

Distribution: June’s interesting rainfall distribution pattern was described 
(and graphically illustrated) as being unusual.  This month’s pattern is equally 
interesting as shown in the graph below.  In fact, what makes it unusual is its 
close resemblance to a ‘mirror’ image of the June pattern!

Meadows     3.71 in. (year-to-date: 51.64)

Airport          3.37 in. (year-to-date: 43.34)

21 yr. Avg.    2.42 in. (year-to-date: 47.38)

Honoring the Men and Women   
of our Uniformed Services
Where:   The Meadows at the corner of  

 Weybridge St. and Honore Ave.

When:  President’s Day — 2/17/20
 Rain Date — 2/18/20

Time:  11 AM

Ceremony to include:
• Presentation of Colors by V.F.W. Post 3233 Color 

Guard

• Participation by the Auxiliary V.F.W. Post 3233

• Guest Speaker—Robert Morissette, Wheybridge 
Board Member

• Wreath Presentation by military, police and  fire 
personnel

• Playing of Taps

• National Anthem to be sung by Weybridge resident  
Ms. Carol O’Donovan 

All Are Invited!
First Responders in attendance are asked to wear 
their uniforms—Veterans attending are asked to wear  
their hats, ribbons and awards. 

Refreshments will be served.  
Bring your lawn chairs!

Weybridge
Appreciation Ceremony
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Naples 
Botanical 
Gardens The Naples Botanical Garden Tour Group enjoyed the beauty of the 

gardens.
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FOR RENT

Classified ads cost $25 for up to 40 words. Classified copy must be submitted with payment on or before  
the first Monday of the month prior to publication. If the first Monday falls on a holiday, ads are due the 

previous business day. Deadlines are moved up to accommodate holidays. Please practice due diligence 
when hiring service providers.

Sheffield Greene, 2/2, 1 car, ground 
floor, principals only, enclosed 
lanai, one screened, 941-302-0310

Seasonal Rental- Beautifully 
furnished and fully upgraded 2 
bed 2 bath villa in Meadowlake. 
Spacious enclosed lanai 
overlooking golf course. Covered 
parking, 2 TV's, cable/internet, 3 
month minimum! Call with any 
questions 941-320-5815

Beautifully decorated 2BR/2BA, 
1st floor, tastefully furnished. 
Master bedroom with large walk-
in-closet, 2 flat screen TV's, cable/
wireless internet, pool, lake and 
gold course view, screened lanai, 
covered parking. (No smoker/no 
pets, please) 3 month minimum. 
Available Feb. 2020. 716-706-8885 
or xiaolili99@yahoo.com

Meadowlake Condo Assoc: 
2BR/2BA, one level, all updated 
screened lanai, with golf course 
and lake view. Furnished. Smoking 
on lanai only. Pets welcome. 
$2000.00 per month, min. 3 mo 
Beg. Jan 1, 2020. Call 941-350-0743. 
Email: berkanambc@gmail.com

Willow Links 2/BR/2BA end unit, 
furnished, by owner no smoking 
no pets Golf course view Seasonal 
or longer 941-320-0502

WINSLOW BEACON TO RENT:  
2BR/2BA, 2nd floor, excellent and 
tastefully furnished and decorated, 
many upgrades, 2 TVs, cable/ 
Internet, lanai on pool with blinds 
and fan. Freshly painted, very 
clean.  Monthly or Seasonal. By 
owner.  Email  
Achim_Albert@T-online.de

Papillion Villa 3BR/2BAs Mint 
condition. Walk to island pool. 
Available December 2019 to mid-
March 2020. 3 month minimum. 
Adult Couple preferred. No 
smoking. No pets. 917-929-0234. 

Longwater Chase: 2BR/2BA, 2nd 
floor, end unit, golf course view. 
No smoking/no pets. Minimum 3 
months. Call  941-371-6736

2/2 ground floor, Wedgewood 
Lake, Fully furnished, fully updated, 
all tile floors, no pets, no smoking. 
Jan, Feb, March $3200 per month 
upfront. Call 941-374-0053

FOR RENT

VILLA at the Meadows: Roomy & 
comfortable. 2BR/2BA, enclosed 
lanai, patio, attached garage,. 
Washer/dryer, golf course view. 
Minutes to downtown, UTC Mall 
and other amenities. Very small 
dog under 14 pounds ok. Non 
smoker only. Seasonal lease 
available November ’19 to April ’20. 
4 months minimum lease $3,350/
month. 516-448-6190

Longwater Chase: Yearly rental 
1BR/1BA- Furnished. First floor, 
corner. No pets- no smoking. Very 
quiet.  941-371-6736

Village Lake Condo, 2 BR/2BA, 2nd 
floor, new carpet/paint/furniture, 
no smoking/no pets, exceptional 
pool. Available Dec 2019 through 
April 2020. Call 802-363-0170 or 
email jen@btvspaces.com 

Desirable 1st floor condo in The 
Meadows for rent. Near I-75, 
Benderson Park and University 
Park. Turnkey, 2BR, 2BA, updated, 
new appliances, up to 4 occupants. 
December 2019 $1,700/mo and 
April 2020 $2,500/mo. Call  
423-504-9549.

FOR RENT
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The Meadoword  
January Deadline 
Monday, December 2
For more information, go 
to themeadowssarasota.org, 
homepage Quick Links, under 
Meadoword deadlines, call the 
MCA Office, 377-2300, or email 
mcaaccounting@meadowsca.com

Se
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MCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Marilyn Maleckas, President 
Malcolm Hay, Vice President 
Jan Lazar, Treasurer 
Bob Clark, Secretary 
Bruce Ferretti 
Dr. Bart Levenson
Amy MacDougall
Tom Pound 
Fernando Viteri

COMMITTEES 

Assembly of Property Owners 
Mike Mazur, Chair 
Malcolm Hay, Liaison

Best Kept 
Bud & Lesley Totten, Co-chairs

Communications
Tia Calomeris

Community Activities and 
Involvement 
Kathy Easley, Chair
Tom Pound, Liaison

Emergency Preparedness 
John Spillane, Chair

Finance and Budget 
Jan Lazar, Chair

Fining Hearing Panel 
Marvin Glusman & Joy Howes, Co-chairs

Garden Club 
Melanie Babineau, Chair 
Marilyn Maleckas, Liaison

Long-Range Planning 
Malcolm Hay, Chair

Maintenance 
Jo Evans, Chair 
Amy MacDougall, Liaison

Personnel 
Bob Clark, Chair

Standards 
Bob Clark, Chair

Safety 
John Spillane, Chair 
Fernando Viteri, Liaison

Water & Wildlife

Dr. Robert Hueter, Chair

Subscription Rates
The subscription rate for The Meadoword reflects a cost 
due to recent increases in postage, labor, and materials:

USA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.00 per month

Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50 per month

Europe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.25 per month

Submission Guidelines
Articles and Monthly Columns
We welcome submissions from our 
Meadows residents for publication in The 
Meadoword. Articles should be of general 
interest to the community. 

We copy edit all articles for accuracy, 
content, style, and length and will not 
publish articles that contain offensive 
material or inaccurate information.  
Articles must be received by deadline for 
publication in the following month’s edition. 

All submissions are published at the 
discretion of the editor and the MCA.

THE MEADOWORD
Community News Source of The Meadows Since 1983

Publisher, MCA: Frances Rippcondi,  
MCA General Manager

Editor/Creative Director: Tia Calomeris

Graphic Designer: Beth McCaa

Distribution: Meadows

MEADOWS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
2004 Longmeadow
Sarasota, Florida 34235
Phone 377-2300 • Fax 377-2248

marketing@meadowsca.com
www.themeadowssarasota.org 

HANDYMAN

Handy Hands Handyman-Robert Knutsen . . . 818-917-7562
robertok114@yahoo.com

HOME COMPANION/CAREGIVER

Donna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-306-8856

HOME WATCH

Karen David . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-713-2269 
ksinch60@aol.com

HOUSEKEEPING

Clean and Shiny Homes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-920-4426 
jo@cleanandshinyhomes.com 
www.cleanandshinyhomes.com

Best Cleaning by Janeth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-685-2280
janefhayalameza@gmail.com

Siestakey Housecleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-777-8816
siestakeyhousecleaningandlaundry@gmail.com
www.siestakeyhousecleaning.com

LANDSCAPING

Victoria’s Garden Landscaping  . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-350-2566

Gardens by Allison  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-400-0431
gbyallison@yahoo.com 
gardensbyallison.com

MISCELLANEOUS

One-on-One Exercise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-400-0431
ajabizaid@yahoo.com

PAINTING

Phil’s Painting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-400-1071
ptaklonis@aol.com

PETCARE

Heavenly Pet Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-777-2606
tpuff.dragon@gmail.com

Debbie’s Loving Petcare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-284-5088
debbielee134@gmail.com

TECH SUPPORT

David Stoltie–The Patient Trainer . . . . . . . . . . 941-404-5585
dave@davestoltie.com

Call A Geek Computer Services . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-351-7260
john@call-a-geek.net
www.call-a-geek.net

Pegatronics Computer Instruction & Repair . . 941-735-3362
pegatronics@hotmail.com
www.pegatronics.com

TRADE SKILLS

MDS Carpet and Tile Cleaning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941-358-6355
mdscarpet@verizon.net
www.mdscarpet.com

TRANSPORTATION

Airport Rides  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 617-990-2765
jackzim25@gmail.com

Services continued…

Contact Tia Calomeris  
at marketing@meadowsca.com

Advertise Your Business 
 

for just $45 a month
HERE

Electronic Device Training  
with Dave Stoltie

For Meadows Residents
Bring your cell phones, laptops, tablets and e-readers  
(Android and Apple devices)

Thursday, December 5, 2019
30-minute LIMIT on appointment 
1:00 PM, 1:30 PM, 2:00 PM,  
2:30 PM or 3:00 PM

Lakeside Room—MCA Center
RSVP at 941-377-2300 or the MCA front desk



12:30 pm BRIDGE 

9 am FITNESS CLASS 9 am MAH JONGG 3 pm STANDARDS CMTEE 

 6 pm DARTS–CCL

 9 am CRAFTS

 6 pm PING PONG–CCL

 6 pm BILLIARDS–CCL

12:30 pm BRIDGE 

9 am FITNESS CLASS 1 pm DUPLICATE BRIDGE

9 am MAH JONGG 
 6 pm DARTS–CCL

 9 am CRAFTS

2 pm BOOK CLUB

 6 pm PING PONG–CCL

 6 pm BILLIARDS–CCL

9 am MAH JONGG 

 6 pm BILLIARDS–CCL 12:30 pm BRIDGE 

9 am FITNESS CLASS 

9 am MAH JONGG 

2 pm SAFETY COMMITTEE 

6 pm WINE TASTING

3 pm BOCCE BALL 

2:30 pm MAINTENANCE
COMMITTEE 3 pm CORNHOLE

3 pm CORNHOLE

3 pm CORNHOLE

9 am QUILTING GROUP10 am COMMUNITY 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

2 pm GARDEN CLUB

7 am BLOOD DRIVE

5 pm MENORAH LIGHTING 
CEREMONY

1 pm DUPLICATE BRIDGE

3 pm BOCCE BALL 

6 pm WOODWORKING 
MEETING 

The Meadows Community Events

DECEMBER 2019

Joint MCA and Country Club Activities/Events  
at Center Court Lounge (CCL)

MCA Activities/Events located at MCA building 
Call 941-377-2300 for details

MCA closed 
for the  

Holidays 

7 pm The Meadows Chorus 
Concert at Aviva

Special MCA Activities/Events  
Call 941-377-2300 for details

 9 am CRAFTS

10:30 am FINANCE CMTEE

 6 pm PING PONG–CCL

1 pm COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE  

3 pm BOCCE BALL 

12:30 pm BRIDGE 
1pm ELECTRONIC DEVICES

3 pm CORNHOLE

6  pm The Meadows Holiday 
Party

1 pm MEADOWS "U"—A 
WORLD OF BIRDS 

1 pm DUPLICATE BRIDGE

9 am MAH JONGG 

 6 pm DARTS–CCL

1 pm BOARD MEETING-OPEN 
TO ALL HOMEOWNERS

 6 pm BILLIARDS–CCL

12:30 pm BRIDGE 

7 pm BINGO 

 9 am PLATELET BUS

12:30 pm BRIDGE 

9 am FITNESS CLASS 1 pm DUPLICATE BRIDGE

9 am QUILTING GROUP

MCA closed for 
the New Year’s 

Holiday
12/31 & 1/1

MCA closed 
for the  

Holidays 


